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WIS) Aving compiled this {mall 
PAD [& Treatile, chiefly for the en- 
2 le) tertainment of my ſelfe and 
private family, confiſting of 
y morall: and divine princi- 


ples;colleded according to 


my ſeverall conceptions, atiſlwcrable to the 


diſtractions of theſe times, that.ncither gave 
me conveniency of books or ltberty for con- 
verſation, I thought it moſt proper to dire& 
the reading of theſe Writings more particu- 
larly to your ſelfe then to any other : not 
onely in regard you arc the appearing per- 
{on,that probably muſtgive continuance and 
ſucceſſion to our houſe, which I heartily pi 
may bein vertuc,ornotatall: butalſo; 
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thar part of the booke was written whilſt my 
imagination was imployed in doubts and 
fears, concerning your late dangerous (ick- 
nefſe, which I muſt confeſſe did nor a little 
heighten my troubled apprehenſion with the 
conſideration of all humane uncertainties, rc - 
folving then your lofſe, ſhould have buried 
my principall felicitiesin a retired obſcurity, 
that now for your good I am partly determi- 
ned ſhall be turther enlarged, according to 
conveniency and occaſion : to which pure 
pole upon the ſame ſcore of conſideration I 
muſt conjure you to refle& often upon the 
extraordinary mercies of . Almighty God, 
ſhewed in your behalfe, not oncly in raiſing 
you unexpeQtedly from ſo hazzardable and 
deſperate a condition of weakneſle,to a com- 
petenrt if nota perfect degree of health and 
{trength of body, but alfo that he hath been 
pleaſed roaftord you many other plentiful] 
favours, in ſome kinds beyond the ordinary 
ſort of men. Wherefore as you appear by dil- 
courlc {enſible of theſe bleſſings I mult adviſe 
you to carry alwaics about with you, thoſe 

very thoughts you were enſpired with me 
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cording to your own relation) in the greateſt 
extremity of your (icknels,as being freeſt from 
earthly paſſions, and thoſe vaine ambitions, 
that uſe ro corrupt the manners, if not the 
very underſtandings of moſt people. How- 
ever I Fould have you believe, that I goe not 
about by theſe expreſſions to entangle,much- 
lefſe to compell you to a monaſlticall ſeverity 
of life, but onely I endeavour by my writings 
and directions,to perſwade and confirm you, 
in ſuch a religious morality in your conver- 
ſation and aftairs (neceſſary to all Chriſtians) 
that may the better ſecure your condition 
both in this life and the nexe. Andalthough 
Iam confident that theſe generali admoni- 
tions might ſerve for ſufficient inſtrudtions to 
your youth, in regard I have been fo wel ac- 
quainted with your natureand education, yet 
for that I may be thought ſomething large in 
my writings, concerning the extravagancies 
and yices of this age, I wil not let you paſſein 
this Epiſtle, without ſome diſtin adverti(- 
ments directed unto your ſclte; however do 
not thinke [ point perſonally at you 'in'any 
of theſe particalars, onely my intentioriand 
almes. 
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aimes are, by ſctting before your confidera- 
tion the inconveniencies of theſe paſſions 
and abſurditics, you maybecome the more 
diſtaſted with the praCtiſes of them in others; 
ſiace moſt pittifull examples of all ſorts are 
daily preſented to your cares or eyes, Eſpeci- 
ally of childrens diſobedience to their pa- 
rents. 

Truly Will: if I ſhould have any juſt occa- 
fion given me, to ſuſpe& your intentionall 
duty or filiall love, I ſhould have cauſe ſuffici- 
ent, not onely to eſteem my endeavours moſt 
unfortunate, but exceedingly to doubt of 
your diſcretion, as wel as to blame your in- 
gratitude; fince, as you cannot but know 
how much your mother and my ſelfe have 
ſtrived in your behalfe, to the uttermoſt of 
our powers: ſo is it unpoſlible in that. re- 
gard, you can finde more confiding perſons 
then our ſelves, whereon to place your chicfe 
truſt and confidence, either in difficulties or 
inconveniencies. If at all God Almighty 
had not added a temporall curſe, to that 
Commandement, and to no other, which ob- 
ligeth the duty of children to their parents, 

beſides 
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beſides many other fearful teſtimonies, I 
could bring , to ſhew a neceſlity of perform- 
ing with all honour and reſpect, thole filial 
ties of nature: which I onely tell you, becauſe 
many young people(as I laid before )in theſe 
daycs,arc grown ſo extravagantly prepoſte- 
rous in their courſes, that ſcarce is there fami- 
ly, buthath ſome caule to complain in this 
nature, with more then ordinary grief;where- 
a9 in times paſt children thought it not onely 
a repuration to their own perſons, to bear a 
reſpetful honour to their parents, but even 
with a certain kinde of admiring duty, were 
moſt careful and diligent, toimicate their ve- 
ry ations, aswell as to receive their inſtru- 
tions. ; 164 

Next I muſt minde you, of that danger- 
ous and {welling diſcaſe of vain-glory, that 
uſeth to intoxicate in this age, D much the 
brains of young people, that as they become 
altogether void. of any good nature art all, 
{o not ſeldom being tranſported with this va- 
mity, they appcare mm ſome ſort deprived of 
their wits; however Iam perſwadedthatyou 
have contracted fuch an experience by your 
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being abroad, and having converſed without 
flattery , that if at any time by accident you 
fall into the like errours, you will be ſoon a- 


ble to pur a bridle to the humour by ſome 


remper and diſcretion. 

Bur as this inclination floweth from too 
great an indulgency of nature , wanting a 
comperent judgement to diſcern, ſo isit the 
occaſion often times;' not onely of unnecel- 
fary and diſtaſtful contentions, butallo of 
moſt deſperate quarrels, proceeding from 
diſpoſitions teo Crkoms: which in this place,[ 
ſhall example by one ſhort ſtory not to be 
queſtioned for the truth thereof. 

Two entirely loving brothers upon occa- 
fion of recreation, walking one evening with- 
in the' Precincts of their ordinary dwelling, 
and beholding- the skic beſpotted all over 
with ſtars, one of them-'of a ſudden wiſhed as 
many fat Oxen of his own, as there appeared 
lietle lights in the Firmament; the other a- 
gain,not to be behind hand with his brother 
as he thought ininvention, alſo deſired Pa- 
ſtorage as large as the: whole Element, ' and 
then demandedhow his Cattel would be fed? 
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the firſt apprehending belike indiſcreetly 
ſome intention of affront to kis vain- glori- 
ous conceits; in heat and choler rold his 
brother, that they ſhould feed 1n his paſture, 
whether he would orno : wherefore the o: 
ther being alſo moved with paſſion, at this 
ſeeming intention of compulſion, haſtily re- 
plyed, that asby righthe could not claim 
any intereſtin his Field or Medow, {o was he 
fully reſolved todebar him from all benefit 
and commodity therein. Butin concluſfron, 
from words they went to blowes, until at laſt 
both drawing out their weapons, which they 
had unfortunately about them, they ſoon be. 
came each others murtherer, before any of 
the houle could come to their reſcue, not- 
withſtanding there wanted not good ſtore of 
company in that noble family. Which in 
my opinion may be taken for a moſt remark. 
able example of tranſported natures, either 
by vain glory or anger; eſpecially to be pre. 
vented in matters of gaming, finceperſons for 
the moſt part inloſſe, are fo far from bridlin 
theirpaſſions, that oftentimes they challenge 
to themlſelyes certain priviledges to be of + 
a fenſive 
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fenſive, as reflefting more upon the injuric 
fortune doth them, then at the equality of 
them that played with them, who will tnde 
hardly temper or civility to be abuled by rea- 
ſon of ſuch induJgent conceits, when there 
15no othes obligation to perilwade them to 
the ſuppoled compliance, 

The deſire or itching appetite of flattery, 
may be ſaid allo to bea property of vaine- 
glory, as well asa baſc efte& of that lunacy, 
which in regard it is of a dangerous nts. 
quence, c{pecially to youth, thinke it ſome- 
what conyenient in this place to be remem- 
bred: for who arc addicted thns to be de- 
lighted, orrather to be laid aſleepe by ſuch 
eachantments,mult not onely ſtil] reſolve to 
converſe with fooles and knaves, that cither 
for ends, or out of ignorance, will be ever 
ſubje@ ta each fantaſticall humour of theirs, 
but far che moſt part they ſha}l be kept our 
of all eminent company, in regard that thoſe 
who have gained a powerſull infiuence over 
their weakneſle,are obliged to procure them 
the greateſt diſtance way be with worth and 
knowledge, ſince indifferent people without 

any 
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any partiality, would be apt to diſcover true 
or falſe lights. Be aſſured that this inclina- 
tion proceeds from a kind of low diſpoſition, 
though extreamly [woln up with a prepoſte- 
rous and ignorant pride, that wants ſufficient 
courage to gain eſtimation by induſtrie ; ſuch 
people at laſt will be forced to entertaine 
ſcarce any thing elſe but ſloth and ſenſuality: 
which 1s the worſt condition man poſlibly 
can fall into. 
To avoid all theſe inconveniences,nothing 
is more proper, then to keepe alwaies the 
mind and the body imployed with ſome No- 
ble adtivity; however it is nor ſufficient to be 
continually buſted, but it will be found moſt 
neceſſary allo to have ſome defigne or period 
in the imagination ; as well to know when: 
to end,as what to begin ; neither to be wea- 
ried by difficultics,or altered through incon- 
ſtancy,and ſo by conſequenee not to leave 
any profecution,unlefſe the judgement upon 
{crious deliberation give a willing and know- 
ing conſent : for no doubt asthe Word is 
moſt compoſed of craft and ignorance, fo 
will there not want perpetually aboundance- 
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of alluring diver{ions: in that people for the 
moſt part cannot well brook werth iu an- 
other, ſince they are rel{olved not to take 
the pains for it themlelves,and therefore will 
endeavour rather to undermine repurations 
by detraCtion,then hope to equa]l vertues by 
induſtry. If you doe well, you mult look ra- 
ther to be ſpighted then commended ; and it 
you doc ill, you may onely purchaſe ſome 
Iictle compliance with your percition. 

Laſt of all, I would not have you too much 
cither to refle& upon our palt felicities, or 
too feclingly apprehend our preſent misfor- 
forrunes; fince both the one and the other 
may {cem paſt recovery; yet as we have ſuffer- 
ed ſomething injuriouſly, though perhaps but 
equal with others of the ſame quality and 
proſperity, ſo aparantly have we beheldin all 
our ſufferings, evident ſignes of Gods mer- 
cies towards us , not onely indelivering us 
from many hazards and dangers, with a con- 
venient ſupply alwayes when our neceſlitics 
were molt preſſing ; bur alſo bath formed 
your education, our of theſe troubles; which 
I dare be boldtofay (in your own thoughts) 


you 
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you value more then a great deal of worldly 
fortune. However, it 15 not ſufficient onely 
to have theſe conceics and opinions, but with 
induſtry and diſcretion, vouare to make uſe 
of both what you have, and what you have 
not, by pitching upon ſome laudable ſettle- 
ment for your future conyentencieand {ubſi- 
ſtence, in which courle, in deſpight of all ma- 
lice and enticements, I would have you to be 
reſolute, and (olittle aſhamed of the profeſ. 
ſion and practice of Religion and Honour, 
that boldly you are not onely to love and 
cheriſh thole vertues in your (elf, but publike- 
ly to countenance them whereloever you 
ſhall finde them in others, in ſodoing, you 
ſhall ever oblige me to reſt, 


Your moſt aſſet ronate 
Father, 
PERCI/E HERBERT. 


To the Reader. 
Muſs confeſſe, when firſt I fell 


> wpon the determination, to exer- 
| ciſe my Pen in @ ſubje&+ of this 
> nature, I never thought my 
endeavours ſhould have paſt 
further then the bounds of my 
own family ; but being ſince perſwaded by ſome 
reeſons ( which I need not expreſſe) ' to make my 
writings more publique ; as alſo not well knowing 
what certaine habitation I ſhall be maſter of in 
theſe diſtrafied times , when as oppreſſion already 
bath dealt ſo hardly with me, I have cauſed theſe 
conceptions of mine to be primed, that they may 
alſo ( ifthere be occaſion ) ſeeke their own fortune 
in the, World, though I feare they will not finde 
competent entertainment , in regard they ſcem not 
much ( perbeps not at all ) to ſuit with the conſti- 
tution of the age; at leaſt they appeare nat auy way 
ambitions, after the cuſtomes now chiefly in faſhi- 
on , although I can confidently aſſure the Reader, 
that as they are nat any way painted aud flouri- 
ſhed, whereby to procure the better acceptance, (0 
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in the inſide are they purely without bypocriſte 
and oftentation, hawing ns plot at all to deceive the 
World. Whereupon 1 muſt take ſo nnech boldneſſe, 
as to require thoſe who at any time ſhall caſt their 
eyes, if not their intentions upon theſe lines with 
ſome curious appetite, that they will yet doe wee ſo 
much right (though they ſhould want thereby their 
own ſatisfa Sion) as to proceed m a methodicall 
way, in their paſſing over the Chapters, leſt what 
T intend for ſomething may prove nothing to their 
apprebenfions, for want of ſufficient order and 
patience to conſider ; and the rather may I expe& 
this curteſte ( if you will let it be 8 charity) for that 
the book, it ſelfe is ſo extreame ſhort , that if I did 
not intend to enlarge it by a ſecond part, I might be 
ſomething aſhamed that the preſſe under my name 
and ſolicitation, hath been employed with ſo ſmall 
a Pamphlet, aud therefore conſequently can give 
the Reader no exceſſive trouble, to take the more 
deliberation in the truer underſtanding of my in- 
tentions, which ma 'y prove far more ſatisfathory to 
us both if this courſe be obſerved: and alſo do deſire 
that he will be pleaſed to excuſe and reCtifie thoſe 
Faults that have eſcaped inthe printing , by bis 
own judgement, which the ſenſe will ſufficiently 


dire bim nnto,without any great difficulty. 
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7A” moſt people in our age do furiouſly 


» | ew cymplain of their own ſufferings, ra- 
» | ther quarrelling with the Times, then 
"8 with their Vices : So the late At of 
þ 5 Confinement, contributing very little 
) benefit or opportunity to the delight 
, of Converſation, gives me leaſure and convenien- 
« cy enough , not onely to exerciſe my ſeveral imagi- 
4 nations in many extravagant Fancies, as well con- 
s © cerning my own Crofles, as'other mens Actions 3 
y but other whiles more Ry to recollect toge- 
; ther 
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ther thoſe Cogitations in a Method, whereby 1 
might pick out of them ſome advantages towards 
my particular uy and Compdity. And'to-this 
urpole, althoughT would not have ay think, that 
1 intend preſumptuoufſly to: be an 1 or of 0- 
thers (it neither being proper for my Profeſſion, or 
within the compaſs of my Ability, however | mult 
confeſs my hikes therein are competently chari- 
table) yet I conceive itmolt agreeing with my 
intentions in ſome orderly way to put down my 
conceptions in writing, that they be the better fixt 
in my memory when I ſhall have occaſion to put in 
cxecution the effetts of this neceſlary contempla- 
tion. Wherefore if any ſhall demand either why 
I write at all , or make election of no meaner a Sub- 
jet, as it may be thought, beyond the reach of my 
ſeeming Capacity : My reply mult be, thatas the 
firſt part of the Queſtion is already an\ſwered, by my 
not having for the preſent any paſlable imploy- 
ment, either at home or abroad; ſo the latter will 
quickly finde this Reply, by reaſon of one Princi- 
pal, grounded ſtrongly in my minde, that ſlight and 
impertinent Diſcourſes are moſt unfit for this in- 
temperate and licentious Seaſon 3 which being al- 
lowed me, I muſt take leave to ſay, as well as to 
think, that notwithſtanding there are very many, 
asI intimated before, extream ſenlible of their ſut- 
ferings in theſe days of tribulation, becauſe they 
feel the {mart of their green Wounds newly made ; 
uw I am confident there are very few that do abſo- 
tely believe the inflammation proceeds from a ſe- 
cret Poyſon long time ago ingendered in the heart 
of 
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of this Nation ; wherefore if men would but louk 
back upon the Poſture of this Kingdom in the be- 
ginning of theſe Wars, at what time I may bod]! 

affirm, ſcarſe any Vertue was practiced with confi- 
dence and aſlurance, thoſe thoughts perhaps would 
ſoon finde a way to judge from what Original theſe 
misfortunes have proceeded : Again, of the other- 


ſide if we can open oureyes for the preſent, at the 
continuance, if not increaſe of Sin and Vice, not to 
be paraleld perchance by former Stories, we may 
without over much difficulty be perſwaded that in 
a manner it is unpoſſible, God Almighty ſhould yet 
withdraw his heavy hand of puniſhment from off 
our Countrey ; Foras in the general we had expe- 
rience, the Nobility were degenerated , the Gen- 
try corrupted, Women grown impudent, and the 
common People Atheiſtical ; ſo may we perceive 
now , by a ſtrict enquiry, that at preſent the very 
Natures and Diſpoſitions of moſt Perſons are 
changed into a certain kinde of ſtrange Lunacy, or 
prepoſterous Madneſs in their Actions, as if ſome 
ominous Revolution were yet to be made in this 
Nation : Which I mult confeſs hath not onely of- 
tentimes amazed my own 'private thoughts, but 
makes me conclude, that as theſe wonderful In- 
ſenſibilities and Impieties, proceed from. ſome fa- 
tal diſpleaſure of Heaven, fo of neceſſity muſt the 
Cauſes of theſe Ills ariſe, cither from the believing 
there is no God, that Jeſus Chriſt was not the true 
Saviour of the World ; from ſome high and perem- 
ptory preſumption of his mercies, or from too 
much ſtupidity in peoples apprehenfons, procee- 
B 2 ding 
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ding from the inchantment of fleſhly Appetites. T6 
all which we will ſpeak ſomthing in particular, 
ſince my intentions are by this Diſcourſe tu re- 
member the impertecti9ns of the Times, for my 
Own and Families Admonition, - 
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Againſt Atheiſm. 


l N the fir{t Place, if any do ſuppole, that there ts 
no God , or omnipotent Diſpoſer of all things, 
with a certain kinde of order, but asif by chance 
every creature did produce and ſuffer increaſe and 
diminution, without, any further deſign and in- 
tention, the opinion 1s not, onely moſt ridicalous, 
but even repugnant to Nature it ſelf, which ſeems 
to pretend an. orderly Rule inall her Actions and 
Effects; for that beſides the general confuſion it 
would ſoon bring upon each produdtion, in regard 
Seeds in every Spccies, could not in a ſhort time bur 
jar among(t themſelves, wanting the true mixture, 
6 the application of thoſe helps neceſlary for In- 
creaſe and Continuance, as Sun and Rain with the 
like, without which all generations would quick- 
ly periſh, it is evident the ancicnt Philoſophers 
meerly by the compuliton of Reaſon, without any 
manner of Revelation from Heaven, were forced 
again(t their Wills and Appetites, not onely to con- 
feſs ſome Supernatural and Divine Operatour, that 
made the World and commanded at fir{t the courſe 
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of the Heavens, with the influence of the Planets, 
that they might be proportionable tothe Commo- 
dity and Subfiltence of lower Motions ; But- alſo 
acknowledged one (ingle Ellenceand Deity, as Ma- 
ſter of every Creation, fince they knew divided 
Powers could not be omnipotent, in reſpett they 
might have ſeveral Wills which mult needs = 
duce diverſe Effects tending to confuſion, by which 
means things would not be conveniently governed 
and ordered to Subliſtence and mage” - Belides, 
we may fall upon this coalideration, that there was 
never yet any people upon earth, how Barbarous 
{ocver in ther underſtanding, and rude and igno- 
1ant in their converſations, though ſeparated from 
all poflibility of Inſtruftion , but - the very docu- 
ments of Nature it ſelf, did uſe a formal Sacrifice, 
or exteriour Worſhip to-ſome god or other, whom 
they did in a-ſort fear and reverence, though they 
had! not knowledge ſufficient by education, to di- 
ſtinguiſh ny who he was, or what were his At- 
tribures : Again, it hath been obſerved that ſcarce 
any Atheiſt, how wilde and blaſphemous ſoever, 
in his diſcourſes, and infamous and diflolute in his 
courſe of lite, but at the ſudden apprehenſion of 
death or ſome other imminent danger, would ſeem 
to caſt up his eyes to Heaven, as demanding a kind 
of aſſiſtance in his neceſſity, being induced there- 
unto, onely by a natural1nſtinct of feare, though 
perhaps in pertect ſafty, he would be either of ano- 
ther opinion, or of a difterent comportment 3 
which ſhews there is ſomthing ſupernatural, that 
compelleth man to acknowledge and reverence his 
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Creator , let his will be never ſo perverſe, who muſt 
be honoured in ſpight of all wickedneſs : Further 
let us but caſt our looks u the Plants of the 
Earth , with their wonderful effects, and we ſhall 
ſee every where, ſuch diverlity of kinds, both in 
ſhew and operation, and yet proceeding but from 
one Womb, that it would amaze our conſideration 
to learn to know how they could be diſtinguiſhed 
in their growth, not —_— any relation at all to 
each other, which certainly cannot be without 
ſome Divine providence : In like manner we may 
behold every little Bird naturally to have a ſever- 
al way of building its Neſt, according to the ſame 
Species he is of, which Form conſtantly he main- 
tains though he be never ſo far diſtant from others 


of that kinde, however he is not capable, either of © 


art or imitation, and with all as ſoon as the yo 
are out of the ſhell, they can readily without in- 
{truction, provide for their own ſafety and commo- 
dity , without Practice or Information, whether it 
be to defend themſelves, againſt the violence of 
ravenous creatures, though they never ſaw the like 
before, or to ſeek thoſe nutriments which their 
welfare requires : As for example Ducks preſent! 
after they are hatched will covet the water, though 
Chickings cannot by any means be induced to en- 
ter into a pool, for fear of being drowned , for that 
Nature teacheth them they may not ſwim, having 
no other experience for that Science, then what 
their omnipotent Creator hath Divinely infuſed 
into them for their preſervation : Whereas of the 
contrary man is not endued with ſuch _ 
OTCc- 


a an aa ou oc a +. oa cc . Tu _— 


| 

1 

1 
, 
t 
4 
e 


b————— 


foreGight (though he be of a far more noble making) 
becauſe his wiſe God ſees it not neceſlary for his 
preſent being,in that he hath ordained him reaſon- 
able creatures for his defence, and to take care of 
him whileſt he is young, which I ay ſhewsa high 
rovidence beyond all diſpute : Again, who is it 
OS placed ſo admirable a property in the Load- 
{tone, and keeps the Sea within his bounds? not- 
withſtanding the continual courſe of ſo many Ri- 
vers, which elſe would exceede according to the 
rule of other waters,tq the deſtruction of the whole 
World; but he that hath deſigned all things to work 
convenient effe&s, by. his omnipotency towards 
preſervation, ſince no- Schollerſhip or Learning is 
able to give convincing Teſtimonies of cither : And 
laſt of al it may be conlidered, that man being the 
nobleſt of Creatures viſible, if there were not 
ſomthing above him, he himſelf ſhould be the or- 
derer of nature, ſince all things elſe we ſee want 
Sence or Reaſon, and man alſo not knowing its ut- 
termoſt bounds, we mult conclude he was created 
by a more excellent Ellence; As for Example, we 
ſee this huge Ball of the Earth hangs in the ayre, 
without any ſupport, contrary to the nature of all 
ſolid bodies that ever fall downwards, by the 
meer compulſion of their weight; ſo that ofnece(- 


| lity there zs ſomthing more powerful then Nature, 


that commands it againſt its courſe, which cannot 


| beman, becauſe he 18 not onely ignorant of this, 
| but! many ether miſteries, Again, 1t is unpoſlible 


that Nature can be this omnipotent Eternity , for 


+ that we ſee her im molt things ſubject to accident, 


and 
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For the Im- - 
morrali'y of 
the ſoul. 


and apparantly decays dayly in her productions, 
which ſhews the is not Perte&t and Independant, 
and therefore can be no god; for man being her 
beſt piece, is born infirm, lives a time with trouble, 
and at laſt dyes by Violence or Age allwhich ſeems 
to be to little purpoſe, for the being of the World, 
without any other de{igne or end : Wherefore we 
may conclude, that ſomthing aboveeither man or 
nature muſt needs order all things according to his 
pleaſure, for ſome uſe more then ordinary, ſince 
certainly. his works can be no more in vain, then 
himtclf can be without eternity, and how his in- 
tenſions can beleſs then to an cternal end : I can- 
not ſee the leaſt reaſon,that ought to adminiſter any 
occalion of diſpute, however for orders ſake, we 
may diſcourſe in this manner. 

That as this mighty omnipotent and all power- 
ful God, hath here created a molt large and beauti- 
ful World, full of all kinde of uſeful varieties, fo 
muſt this world be created to ſome other effects, 
then onely to produce and conſume, without any 
other purpoſe or defigne : And what could the in- 
tention of this creation be, but to preſerve ſome 


1mmortal thing, ordained for Gods own proper '. 


>, 


and particular Uſe and Service, which can never 
end? neitheris it poſhble that this thing, or ſub- 
zet of Gods intention, can be any other, then mans 


reaſonable Soul, in which he hath placed ſoclear an |: 


underſtanding, differing from all creatures<elſe in a 
molt high meaſure, ſince Beaſts, Birds, and the like, 


l 
6 
» 


are endued onely with Life and Senſe, whereas } 
man alone enjoys the fruition of Reaſon, by which } 
he | 
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he comes to know, the very nature almoſt of all 
other things : But here perhaps may be alledged, 
that we give too great a -prerogative to mans Soul, 
fince he doth no more exceed other creatures in 
knowledge, then one creature ſeems to paſs ano- 
ther in ſubtilty, which ſhews degrees, as they ſay, 
of excellency in ordination, though nor perfection 
in mans Creation : Unto which Objection, Iſhall 
briefly make this Anſwer, That as it had been an 
needleſs or impertinent thing (asI intimated be- 
fore) for God Almighty , to have made the World 
with its Beauties, meerly for mans Subſiltence - 
being held the beſt of Creatures) and himſelfto be 
created to noother end, but onely to live and dye, 
and others to ſucceed him, which 1s nothing elſe, 
but to go round in a Circle, without either deſign, 
intention or purpoſe z Which certainly as this can- 
not ſtand with the nature of Gods Wiſdom! ſo of 
the other ſide, it may eaſily be determined, by any 
reaſonable judgement, how far the capacity of mans 
ſoul goes beyond the underſtanding of all other 
creatures, that were ever yet made in the world, 
fince he is able, a knowing way by the very ſtrength 
of reaſon, not onely in times of danger and nece(\- 
ſity, tocall upon his Maker with ſome confidence 


- foraffhiſtance, (which no other m__— will be 


able to do, by all the inſtruttion can be infuſed into 
him by humane Art whatſoever) but even in ſome 
ſort, can define his Creators very Nature and Eſ- 
{ence, by thoſe Rules given him by Divinity and 
Philoſophy, allowing and diſproving them if there 
be occaſion, by his own natural Reaſon and Ap- 

| prehenfion 3 
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prehenfon : Which is a difference of ſo high a pre - 
rogative, that by 1t we reſemble Gods own Image, 
in toreſceing, judging, and diſtinguiſhing of good 
and evil, right and wrong, as alſo between 1gno- 
rance and ſcience, whereas other creatures carry a- 
bout with them only Senſe and Memory,that ſerves 
them bat for ſublilkence and preſervation, be- 
ing all they need for the end they were made, which 
was alone for mans uſe and commodity : For no 
perſon 1n his _ wits will tell me that an Elephant, 
ora Fox (they being eſteemed the wiſeſt, and moſt 
intelligible » creatures) can be inſtructed by all the 
learning 1a the world, for never ſo many years to- 
gether, to govern a Kingdom, lead an Army, or 
give convenient Counſel in matters of difficulty, 
much leſs to know the orderly courſe of the Pla- 
nets: Wherefore I muſt conclude, that as there is 
no compariſon between mans op , and 
other Afiimals, of what excellency ſoever, fo God 
Almighty having given mans reaſonable ſoul, fo 
prncipe a pre ONcy above other creatures, 

It mult be that if any thing ordained for eternit 
and eternal ſomthing muſt be (as I ſaid before) Ge 
which this great world was made, fiace his Wiſ- 
dom, Goodneſs, and c—_———_—_ , could not ach a- 
ny thing in vain, which of necefiity muſt follow, if 
man ſhould onely live to dye after a while, with- 
out injoying any further happineſs orend : As for 
Example, it would be eſteemed a very great mad- 
neſs i at leaſtwiſe a palpable indiſcretion in hu- 
mane Actions) for any perſon to breed aud nourifh 
living creatures, without ſome intention, cither 
to 
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to ſupply hisneceſlities or pleaſe his ſenſes : Much 
more ridiculous to thmk God Almighty (that tis 
not ſubjc& at all to error) ſhould create and pre- 
ſerve what, he did not intend for ſome purpoſe : 
Wherefore I ſay this divine Eflence, as he cannot be 
capable of theſe or any other Paſlions and Defefts, 
ſo would he not have made this world, without an 
intention* conducing to eternity for their ſakes, to 
whoſe uſe the earth was ordained at the fiſt : Since 
all his operations can tend tono lower an end in 
every of his Works, which muſt be infinite like to 

himſelf: of the other fide, certainly this Object of 
his, can be no other then the Soul of man; he one- 

ly of all other creatures , being indued with a rea- 

onable and noble Underſtanding, and therefore 
pleaſed it ſhould participate of a Glory (out of his 
intmite mercy) that could not be created, becauſe 
his ſublime goodnefs never intended arty thing di- 
rely for de(trucion, -but by way of accident, or 
rather provoked thereunto by his neceſlary Juſtice 


for his eternal Honour : But if mans reaſonable * 


Soul ſhould be Mortal, as ſome Fools perhaps may 
ridiculoutly ſuppoſe, what priviledge hath his ex; 
cellent creation above other inferiour creatures® 
over whom he is ordained Lord and Maſter, na 
rather Tmay ſay apparent diſadvantages, firic py 
onely ai6ſt livinigt ings exceed him To the Facul- 
ties, ard Uſe of their Senſes, but alſo in n6t being” 
ſabjzett 'to the unhappineſs of the perturbation 0 
the tmitide, npon the arival of worldly accidents, 
which may - be eſteemed'the ,grearcſt 1tict\6ns' gr 
is Life: for that foreknowledge attd apprihien” 
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fion of Death, or Miſeries before they come, are a 
continual diſcomforture to all preſent Delights, 
and an interruption to that content, which ſhould 
render him happy and pleaſed within himfelt; 
Whereas unreaſonable creatures want thoſe per- 
turbations of thought and apprehenfion, to afflict 
them : So that if man had not Immortality to ex- 

e&t, in licu of ſuch ſufferings, I might truly affirm 
Fs Creator had done him much injury in givin 
him a reaſonable Soul, to his further diſquiet an 
vexation, and might juſtly conclude him more un- 
fortunate in his creation, then all thoſe creatures, 
over whom he is deſigned to govern z which cer- 
tainly his good and wiſe God never intended him, 
fince he was pleaſed to make him ſo excellent in his 
underſtanding : And fol end with Atheiſm, though 
I muſt again fall upon a new Diſpute, concerning 
Infidelity, which is no other, then to doubt ſome- 
thing of the Perſon or Paſſion of our Saviour. 


HISSISAIASSSSISSSSSSSSISILSSS. 


That our Saviour was the true Meſſias. 


E ſhall begin with the time of Chriſts com- 

ing in the Fleſh, which apparently was fore- 

told, ſhould be when mo ——_ Scepter was to be 
taken away from the right Line,and a general Peace 
roclaimed over the face of the Earth : Both theſe, 

| fa, were punctually fulfilled at his Bleſled Birth 
inſomuch as not onely Herod who: then wore the 
Diadem 
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| Diadem of Jury, was a meer ſtranger as well by Ex- 
traction as by Nation, but alſo the Temple of lenws, 
| was then (hut up in K-me, the accuſtomed Ceremo- 
ny belonging to ſuch a Iubily of Pacification : 
. ext it was plainly Propheſied by many places in 
t Holy Scripture, that the Iews in time to come, 
- > {ſhould be diſcarded for their unpiety, and the 
2 _ Gentiles tobe Elected in their Rooms : All which 


we ſeeat this day ſoexactly pertormed, that they 
are not onely ſcattered over the Earth without Ho- 
nour or Deminion ( ng a Scandal and Reproach 
to all other Countries) but have not ſo much, as 
either Temple or Prieſt, to. offer their Sacritice or 
” exerciſe their Rights, whilſt of the contrary , we 
is behold the Chriſtian Religion , moſt glorioully to 
h = Aflouriſhamong(t the Gentiles.almoſt over the whole 
g + world, totheabſolutcaboliſhing of all the ancient 
be | Idpls, which in the Primitive times were fo gene- 
rally eſteemed and worſhipped, that whoſoever re- 
fuſed their adorations, were to undergo the worlt 
& of torments, fortheircontempt z3 however, this 
b; k Faith of ours had no viſible encouragement to hu- 
= maneeyes; butof the contrary , was frighted by 

” horrid terrours received from the blood effiturercs 

and yet theſe people were onely perſwaded to their 


N- conſtant and admirable belief ,by the poorand fim- 
C- ple Preaching af a few unlearned and contemptible 
be } Fiſhermen, infomuch.,as great and wiſe Doctors in a 
ce |} mannerinan inſtant, gave up theirlives willingly, 
ſe, } tomoſtexaſperated and cruel Tyranny, in witneſs' 


hz | and confirmation of that bleſſed Truth, notwith- 
| fRanding the opinions themſelves that they were 
taught, 


_ taught, were againſt all appetites, and Senſe of 


man, which ot neceſlity muſt imply, that theſe 
ſtrange and ſuddain opperationses, could proceed 
{rom no other thing but'divine mſtigation : Be- 
ſjdes, we ſee according to many Predictions of the 

rophets, that Kings and Queens, are become nur- 
ſing fathers and mothers tothis holy Faith, with ſo 
much alacrity, that they are not onely content to 
ſubmit to the Churches juriſdiction , but in a man- 
ner lay down their glorious Crowns and Scepters, 
_ the more humility) to proſtrate their per- 
ons, at the ſteps of this Tribunal : which cer- 
tainly is beyond all humane apprehenſion to con- 
ceivez finceneither honour, profit, nor worldly 
tclicity, ſeems to attend the intention of their 
practices : Neither had the Dodtrine at the firſt, 
(as I ſay) any probability to be believed ; for that 
It taught ſuch ſtrange and unheard of myſteries, 
that could not come almoſt within the compaſs of 
any brain to invent. And ſurely if man onely 
had been the Author of this change, he would 
have deyiſed ſome more eafre way to have pleafed 
fleſh and blood, orto have berter ſatisfied peoples 
underſtandings : much leſs would Jeſns Chriſt in 
the. very infancy of this belief, have ſubjected not 
onely hunfelf.. but all his Diſciples, to ſuch penuri- 
ets want,.and molt mtolerable torments 5 accom- 
panyed -with nothing elſe but contempt and ſcorn, 
without any hope at all, either of benefit, honor, 
or reward , if asan Impoſtor onely,” he had inten- 
ded. the deceiving of the people, forhisown vai 
glory. Next, if we contider, the moſt Wofil 4nd 


lamentable 
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lamentable deſtruftion of Ter»/alem , to happen fo 
directly according to our Saviours ſaying , though 
that City was then at the preſent, tn an extraordi- 
nary flouriſhing condition 3 and in a perfe&t ſub- 
jection to the Komans,, whoſe Emperour the inha- 
Conn: profetled to ferve, love, and hononr, be- 
fore all the world , we may-eatily perceive, that 
no lcfs then a Divine Spirit could: have uttered 
thoſe Propheſies, as alſo hapning immediately af- 
ter his death and paftion, it was moſt apparant, a 
heavenly hand ot mr puniſhed their impiety, both 
for the cruelty uſed towards his perfon, asin re- 
gard of their obſ{tmacy in refufmmg his Dottrine, de- 
nying him to be their ſpiritual King : which curſe 
alſo hath continued ever fince upon their condition 
as a remarkable plague 'for - their ingratitude 3 
whilſt of the contrary (as we ſee) God Almighty 
hath advanced his own glory every where, by ſtri- 
king dumb all the Oracles of the Dive], notwith- 
ſtanding they have been violently ſupported, by 
the Art and power of tyrannical Princes over the 
world : until at laſt, we muy behold theſe great 
Monarchs of the the earth, forced to ſubmit them-- 
ſelves to the _ juriſdiction of that ſeem- 
ing cont rch in the beginni which 
oy tran matliciou mln Ie ; hmuch, 
as at this prefent ,” ther& 1s not tobe found any Na- 
tion, or perſons, of the Pagan Religion any where; 
however that opinion was wont to entertain the 
pens andadtions of multirades of grear and lear- 
ned Philoſophers, for many hundreds of yeers to- 
gether, accompanyed with the deluſions of 7 
alle 


—— 


falſe gods 3 which now are all vamiſhed into ſmoak 3 
and the Chriſtian Faith alone dilated amongſt the 
Gentiles everywhere, to the wonder of all humane 
conſideration; again, we may refle& upon that 
ſaying of holy Scripture, as a farcher tcitimony to 
this Truth, againſt the Jewes : I have no wil mn 
your offerings , nor gifts will Treceive at your hands , for 
from the riſing of the Sun to the going down of the jame, 
my Name is great among the Gentiles, and in every 
place there ſhall be ſacrificing, and a pure offering offered 
to my Name: Which intimates no other, then that 
the Jewes were to be deſpiſed and turned off, and 
the Gentiles introduced into their places, A Pro- 
phecie ſo plainly verified in theſe dayes, that we 
do not onely ſee, the Jewes and their Religion laid 
alide, with the general calling of the Gentiles, but 
alſo this oblation every where offered by the Chri- 
ſtians , conſiſting onely in one thing, and perfor- 
med after one manner, though in many places; 
whereas the Sacrifices and Ceremonies of the Jews 
were divers, both in matterand form ,, as well as 
the performing thereof was confined to one place ; 
beſides, we might bring not onely the Confeſhions 
of the heathen Oracles themſelves, for the Divini- 
ty and Godhead of our Saviour, but the ancient 
prophecies of the Sibyls, allowed, approved, and 
preſeryed; with a great deal of veneration by the 
Roman Monarchy and other Commonwealths, if 
there were any need either to ſtrengthen our Teſti- 
monies, or contute other opinions; to which we 
may adde theſe conſiderations, that it is not pro- 
bable that ſo poor a beginning as had firſt the Chri- 
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ſian Religion, againſt the ſenſe and appetite of hu- 
mane nature, perſecuted with violence in the very 
infancy of the Church , countenanced by none but 
deſpicable people, and the belief of ir ſelt ground- 
ed only on imaginable fruition, her RI in a 
manner not being conceiveable almoſt by the high- 
eſt capacity , ſhould ſo ſuddainly increaſe, and ſo 
long continue, notwithſtanding all the oppolitions 
from time to time ſuſtained , both from Craft and 
Tyranny 3 if this ſacred Truth were not ayes 
by an omnipotencie, not to be contended againſt 
by all the power of earth and Hell : Wherefore 
muſt conclude , that as theſe proofs are ſufficient 
toany indifferent underſtanding, whereby to con- 
vince all men of Infidelity, touching the Divinity 
of our Saviour, and the truth of his ſuffering for 
our offences; ſoare we obliged to obſerve his pre- 
cepts in particular, if we hope to receive bene- 
fit by his death, as they are declared in the ſame ho- 
ly Scriptures. And conſequently ought, under the 
pain of a moſt terrible condemnation to abate in 
us, if not the appetites, yetat leaſtwiſe the pra- 
ctice and violence of fin, that ſeems in this corrupt 
age , totake ſo much poſleſſion of our perſons and 


actions, as if Religion were turned, onely to a vaſt 


Chaos of confuſed liberty, without temper or 
morality. 

In which wild exerciſe of prepoſterous ſenſuali- 
'Y'> perhaps many are confirmed out of ſome pre- 
umptuous hope, -thart God Almighty doth not 


readily look upon the tranſgreſſions of guilty of- 
tenders. 
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The puniſhment of the Angels againſt all 


vain Preſumption. 


Gainſr which pernicious fancie , way be 

'Y brought this Diſcourſe, Firſt we will begin 
with the Angels before the creation of the world, 
as it may be believed according to ſome opinions, 
who were the.pertecteſt of all creatures, & in whom 
God intended not only to ſhew his power & good- 
neſs, but his Juſtice and hate of fin, for as he made 
them 1n the higheſt degree of happineſs, to ex- 
preſs his Majeſty; ſo he puniſhed their ſingle of- 
fence, to [new his equity, not in any kinde pardon- 
ing them, in _— of the ſubliunity of their ma- 
king, ſince knowing him beſt in doing any thing 
againſt his Divinity, they could not but oftend him 
molt ; wherefore he, asI ſay,neither put limitation 
nor condition to their punithments z for as his om- 
nipotency was by them more cleerly diſcerned, 
by reaſon of their excellent nature, ſo was the e- 
teraity of their unhappineſs to be without redem- 
ption, for abuſing ſo much that knowledge, the 
more jultly inflicted upon them, both for our fu- 
ture examples,thatwe might nottoo much preſume 
and tor the declaration of his own glory, who will 
bealways juſt : cach appearing; as well in the blaſ- 
phemies of the damned, as in the adoration of the 
bleſſed ; ſince all creatures aftions are alike to his 
Godhead. 
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Godhead, neither rendring him more nor lefs then 
he is : for as by the participation onely of his good- 
neſs, wereceive benefit according to that obedi- 
ence we ſhew in performing his Commandments, 
ſo of the contrary, if we do not fullfil his will, we 
mulſt not think to eſcape correction , becauſe he ne- 
ver goes from himſelt; for he can no more comply 
with fin, then he can lay down his Divinity; being 
both attributes'of his eternal eſſence : and there- 
fore, as he ſpared not theſe excellent ſpirits, meerly 
out of his juſtice, though 1t were but onely in one 
ſingle thought of pride, we muſt not think to be 
protected by his mercy , committing dayly ſo many 
crimes. 


In thenext place we mult reflect upon the pu- The puniſh- 
niſhment of man for his tranſgreſhon, whoas he ment of man 
had leſs knowledge of his Creator in his finning,ſo #7 M5 ran 
was he more gently ufed in Gods indignation for raiſe. 


notwithſtanding he deſerved alfo a perpetual con- 
demnation fer his offence, in regard of the eternal 
majeſty againſt whom he rebelled , yet by reaſon of 
the natural frailty of his condition, by which he 
was more ſubjed to erre in being made of earth,God 
was pleaſed to annex certain conditions, and pro- 
viſoes to the ſentence; neverthele(s, with ſo high 
a confideration of his own juſtice, that he would 
no otherwiſe give htm any hope of pardon, then by 
the affurance of the death of his onely ſon; ha- 
ving decreed in his eternal wiſdome, that no lower 
aprice could make ſxtisfation,to appeaſe his divine 
wrath conceived againſt man, for having broken 
his Commandments, then an omnipotent pawn, 
D 2 ſince 
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fince as man had offended his Creator, no leſs then 
a Creator was to redeem the offence; by reaſon of 
his heavenly jultice , that neceſlarily ſeemed to ex- 
a(t ſo high a condition : wherefore, as I ſay, there 
was no other way left, but for the Son of God to 
take upon him our fleſh and blood, becauſe as God 
in his own nature could not ſuffer, ſo our nature 
onely could not fatisfie , without ſome divine con- 
junction 3 which are molt convincing Arguments to 
ſhew the extream ſeverity of God Almighties ju- 
ſtice, when he would not. tall upon any other means 
for our Redemption : however, we ſee that-al- 
though the Son of God was deſigned to perform 
this myſterious ſervice to his Father, for our bene- 
fit ; which goodneſs is not to be comprehended by 
all the mortal thoughts in the world, much leſs to 
be requited by any humane action or endeavour 
yet forall this exceſlive love expreſſed ro mankind, 
God was not gong preſently to bring him into 
Heaven , or place him again in his earthly Paradiſe, 
but on the contrary, enjoyned him a continual pe- 
nance, which was, to get his living all the days of 
his life by the ſweat of his brows, and withal OI- 
dained his wife to bring forth children with pain 
and travail, as temporal puniſhments deſigned to 
each, whereby they might alſoin their own perſons 
ſatisfie Gods juſtice,in regard of their own firſt diſo- 


bedience, over and beſides the ſufferings of our Sa- 
viour: which playnly demonſtrateth, that this great 
God of ours will not be ſo eaſily pacified, however 
the preſumption and lunatick fancies of many,may 
{uggeſt to their overweening appetites, a hope to 

enter 
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enter into- heaven, accompanied with all the de- 
lights of the world; as if we were here only for our 
pleaſures, and.not for the neceſſary maintenance of 
a-pilgrimage upon earth, which is to work forth our 

» Clvation with induſtry, care and trembling. 

| - Again, we may conſider Caiz, the firſt man that xe paniſh- 
I ——— of a woman, who however his fin was ex- ment of Cam. 
d 


ag. 


traordinary,, yet the original proceeded from a kind 
of penuriouſneſs m his nature, onely to preſerve 
- Z hisbeſt things from the conſuming fire of Sacrifice, 
s © which notwithſtanding was fo reſented by his Lord 
. > and Maker, that he not onely permitted him to fall 


n > intothoſe horrid crunes of envy and murther, but 

- | reſently chafed him from the ſociety of all gaod 
: P . - . y 

y | poogen , with a kinde of a loathing terrour to him- 

of elf, layinga general curſe upon his whole poſteri- 


ty, who after were totally deſtroyed: in-the univer- 
Gi floed, with thoſe they: had corrupted, for whoſe 
puniſhment that deluge wasſent upon the face of 
the earth, asan apparant mark of Gods indignation 
againſt wicked perſons, who are not alwayes alone 
chaſtiſed for the offences they commit, but alſo of. 
tentumes in their poſterity; ' fince it is not to be 
doubted, but ſome of thoſe that periſhed in the ge- 
neral deſtruction pleaſed God in their actions, as is 
intimated by the ſecond Epiſtle of St. Peter. | 
Next we will remember Cham, the unfortunate The chiſtiſe- 

fon of Noah, who onely for his irreverence to his fa- ment of Cham> 
thers frailty, was _— uniſhed 3; upon which 

occaſion receiving his cur 4 was inſtantly baniſh- 
ed from his preſence, and for his offence became the 
father of a moſt impious and rebellious. Nation, 
both 
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both againſt God and man : inſomuch as tyrannical 
Nimrod his grandchild, after he had prefumptuoully 
made war againſt heaven, in the building of that 
ſtupendious .Tower of Babet, where his proud 
works were confounded by the diverlity of langua- 
ges,he ſet up the firſt Idolatry, cauſing himſelfto be 
worſhipped;as a God : from whence hath proceed- 
ederrour, wickedneſs and damnationever ſince to 
people, until the force of our bletſed Saviours bit- 
ter Paſſion abſolutely rs 54 thoſe lying O- 
racles, that ſo long deluded the earth, with the 
falſe. opinions of that pretended true Religion. - 

Here we mult introduce the {tory of the Jewes : 


of the Jewes. A people particularly elected out of mankinde, to 


be the objects of Gods love and care, as another 
example of his juſtice : for, however their puniſh- 
ments were but proportionable to their knowledge 
of his Divine eflence, - in regard they were not (o 
perfect as Adam, to underſtand his will and pleaſure, 
who in Paradiſe had abſolute power to forbear 
fin, and dogood ; ſo were their-chaſtiſements for 
the molt part but, temporary and 'worldly ; not 
impoſed upon them and therr poſterity eternal. 
ly as his was: yetif we look upon their many ſuf- 
Colne and captivities, we ſhall finde, notwithſtan- 
ding that God Almighty did not'forget their offen- 
ces, permitting but two of all that numerous Army, 


that came out of Zgypt, toenter into the Land of 


Promiſe, the onely hope and defired period of al] 
their tedious travels; in which —— that 
molt excellent ſervant of God, and indefatigabl- 
Captain, alſo was included, by reaſon-of _— 

efect 
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defeR,in the execution of his Office, which not one- 
ly ſhews the impartiality of God Almighties ju- 

tice, as well towards thoſe he loves, as tothem he 
hates, but. may very cleerly admoniſh us againſt 
the fancy of preſumprion, in that our Creator can 
no more cpmply with ſin , or pardon it without our 
repentance and fſatisfation , then he can leave off 
the Attributes of his own Divinity and Omnipo» 
tency. 


Again, we may conſider the rigid ſeyerity of his The puniſh- 
juſtice, in the further progrelle of this ſtory, how- ment of Evite 


Prieſt, with 


eycr to avoid prolixity , weſhall onely name tew $,, and others 


examples of thoſe particular perſons, he feeme 
moſt to fayour : and to this purpoſe, pafling by ma+ 
ny others moſt exemplar : we will begin with Flr, 
Samuels maſter, who was a man neither of an ill in- 
clination, . or viſibly much defective in his Office: 
yet we read, that by reaſon of that remiſsnelle; he 
uſed in not puniſhingand reforming his children, 
and thoſe Prieſts wn his charge (being admo- 
niſhed thereuntoY he not onely : was chaſtiſed with 
the lamentable news of the death of both his ſons,& 
the taking of theArk by the 2hiliima,avcording as it. 
was foretold , but ſuddenly broke his neck, falling 
from his feat, as;the report was made unto hing of 
thoſe misfqrtunes .;', next, we. may 'retledt upo 

King Sa#!, whom God Almighty had onely'pickt 
out to be the Prince of his people, though after- 
wards he became the ſubjectof his wtath:for not en- 
during to hear the praiſes of 24nid, whom he ſeem- 
ed toenvy, preferring his own ve gocy before 
the will of God, ina ſhort time he fell tobe ſucha 
repro- 
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reprobate, that he was both deprived of his life by 
his own hands;and all his poſterity were either ſhin 
by the immediate command of God, or abſolutel 

caſt from the inheritance of the Crown , whi 

his moſt hated enemy King David, as he eſteemed 
him, enjoyed the dignity be had poſleſied, with 
the fucceſlion to his iſſue. Again, ' we may look 
upon Gods exaGt juſtice, concerning David himſelf, 
who was declared to be according to his own 
heart, and ſo conſequently moſt extreamly belo- 
ved; yet for that onely finglefin of numbring the 
people, wherein appeared but a ſeeming ſmall ap- 
petite of vain glory, or rather a little frail diſtruſt, 
or want of ſufficient confidence in heavenly afli- 
ſtance, incident to humane nature, both he and 
all the people of I1/rael, were made ſubject to a 
moſt cruel and deſtroying peſtilence, that killed 


many thouſands in three dayes. 


a4 a8862 48844 (22480024E8006448 
Againſt ſenſual ſinpidity. 


A* | conceive theſe teſtimonies are ſufficient, ' 
(though multitudes might be added) againſt 
this vain and -impious preſumption; ſo will we | 
now diſcourſe a little concerning ſenſual ſtupidity, # 
that perhaps detains many men in an inſenfibilic 
of the danger of ſinning, -wherein (by the conl;, 
deration of the pregnant examples following of 
whole Nations) we may be induced to believe, no 
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one can eſcape unpuniſhed far his tranſgreſſions, 
however he may fora time be ina Lethargie of caſe 
and pleaſure, like diſeaſes thatare moſt killing when 
they arc leaſt perceived : And to this purpole let us 
firſt remember, that the whole world periſhed with 
water, when mens mannersand cuſtomes were ſo 
corrupted with vice and ſecurity, that they leaſt 
thought of their deſtruction, in ſo much as it 
may be imagined , that the people of thoſe dayes 
apprehended it for a moſt notorious folly in Noah, 
to be ſo long time in preparing his Ark, for the pre- 
ſcrving of thoſe living things that were to be re- 
ſerved for the continuarion of a natural ſucceſſion 
upon earth : forelſe certainly, they would have in- 
duſtrioully endeavoured, to have alſo come under 
his protection, which we do not read they did 
but rather remained obſtinate in their own luxu- 
ries : however, it is not to be doubted, but that all 
that while Noah preached to them the will of their 
Creator, and the puniſhments of their own fins, 
ready to fall upon them. 


 Inlike manner we may conlider the wicked Ci- Sodom and 
ties of Sodom and Gomorra, who notwithſtanding the Gomora- 


many entreaties and Prayers of Lot (as may be ſup- 
poſled,by his refiſtance in the violence they would 
have uſed to the Angels, fince he offered for ther 
redemption his two virgin daughters to be abuſed 
by their abominable luſt) could not by any means 
be perſwaded from their abhorred and blinde ſen- © 
fuality, until ar laſt the plague of fire and Brimftone 
conſumed bothTowns and people; ſparingalone 
the family of that juſt man , though his wit after 
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| wards became a alſo monument of deſtruction , in 
| onlylooking back upon that dreadful ſpectacle con- 
'* trary to Gods commandment, perhaps with ſome re- 
| pining appetites,in regard of thole pleaſures ſhe was 
WM! | unwillingly torced to foregoe. 
WE The children Again, it is to be noted, that the children of 1/rael 
of Iſraels ſen. having, freed themſelves ftom their intolerable (la- 
*" th puniſt- ery of Egypt, by their miraculous paſſing the Red 
Sea, under the conduct of Moſes : yet becaule in 
their journey ( with too much ſcnſuality ) they 
| | called to minde the fleſh pots they had left behinde, 
"7 were not onely continued wandring in the Deſarts 
of Arabia, tor torty yeers together, bieten with Ser- 
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Mb! ents, and often times pined with hunger , but at 
% aſt loſt their lives , and waſted out their dayes, in 
gd |! that peregrination, inſomuch , as but two perſons 


| onely of the whole numerous company (asI ſaid 
'S before) born in Egypt, were permitted by the juſt 
[- | judgement of Almighty God, to enter into the 
909" "4 Land of Promiſe, which flowed with milk and ho- 
"Fit. ney, notwithſtanding God Almighty had deſigned 
i (+ them to be his cleted people; and whoſe poſlteri- 
q" f 1 ty afterward, accordingly did ſupplant other Na- 
{Y|' r10ns, 
| Ui The ne of che © 92 Chis Diſcourſe, we will proceed to the con- 
© . four Monar. fideration, of the ſeveral fates of the four great 
| chiezof the Empires of the world, ſince they are ſo ng men=- 
| 


#1080  world,and firſt ,; : . . 
{t | of the Aﬀyci- tioned in holy _ , to be Prophetical 
FRET! ans. 


hgu- 

red by divine revelation. To which purpoſe, _ 

_ begin with the Afyrians, in order to ancient 

Hiſtories, as well humane as ſacred, wherein it is 

| | recorded, that when as Balthazar the laſt King, _ 
| celve 
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ceived the judgement of God pronounced both a- 
gainſt his life and Dominion, by the dreadful hand- 
writing upon the Wall, which none could mterpret 
but Dariel; himſelf and his Concubines, were then 
riotoully feaſting without care or trouble, in the 
mighty City of Babylon, which according to the fore- 
ſaid Prediction , Cyr» that very night took by ſur- 
prize, not onely to their confuſed amazement, but 
in confirmation of Gods indignation againſt ſuch 
ſenſual ſtupidity, that leaves not men any appre- 
henſion of their own danger : wherein may be alſo 
noted, that as the fall of this great Empire was pro- 
bably a ſtupid ſenſuality, fince the Monarch himſelf 
did not falicienly apprehend his danger, whereb 
to be careful enough, to provide reliltance again 
his enemy, bein jd neer him 3 ſo of the other fide, 
it pleaſed Almighty God to demonſtrate unto him 
his own terrible fate, when he was acting the high- 
eſt expreſſions of his luxuries and ;nſendbilicy, as a 

more remarkable judgement againſt that horrid and 
beaſtly ſin. 


But however the Perſears _ fatal and ſudden of the Perfi- 


conqueſt, made themſelves Maſters of the Afyriarn 
Monarchy, which they continued with property 
for ſome generations, yet it was not long, before 
they alſo fell intoextream riots, and careleſneſs 
both of their perſons and honours; inſomuch, as 
we reade,that certain Embaſladours being ſent from 
ag into Greece, and there feaſted by a King of Ma- 
cedon, they became ſo inſolently debauched , con- 
trary to the cuſtomes of that more temperate Coun- 


try, that they peremptorily demanded, to have the 
E 2 converſation 


$- 


converſation, and company of the Grecian Ladies at 
their entertainment, which they ſuppoſed durlt not 
be denyed them with a liberal Am. , asaright 
appertaining as they thought, to the prerogative of 
their calling, in being — , ſent trom the 
greateſt Monarch in the world; but the young 
Prince, (though his father at the preſent was ſome- 
thing afraid, to contradict their humours) diſdain- 
ing their carriage and inſolent demands, cauſed 
both himſelf, and ſome other noble men of the 
Court, to be diſguiſed in womens apparel; and in 
this poſture again entring the rvom, when the Em- 
baſladours began to be rude and laſcivious, they 
ſuddenly drew out certain weapons, which to that 
purpoſe they had ſecretly hid under their garments, 
and fell upon theſe companies with ſo much fury, 
that their lives quickly payed the price of their in- 
humanity;which notwithſtanding,ingendred ſuch a 
quarrel between the two Nations, that never ended 
until Alexaxdey the great became abſolute maſter of 
both, by the overthrow of the laſt Darivs, who alſo 
came to battle againſt him triumphing, with all his 
Concubines in a moſt profuſe way of ſenſuality ; 
which preſently after was puniſhed,not onely in « & 
abſolute loſle of all his vaſt Dominions, but by a 
_ lamentable and ignominious death in his own 
r{on. 


Which conqueſt brought the Monarchy of the 


_ world to the Grecian power, until their licentiouſ- 
neſs alſo loſt it tothe Romans : for Percizs their laſt 
King, having by his unworthy and falſe diſpoſition, 
anal} perated the Senate of AKome, they ſent the _ 
u 
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ſul Paulns Amylins into Greece, with a ſtrong Army to 

chaſtiſe him for . his baſeneſle ; whom being over- 
come and brought with ſome intention of honour 
( in regard of his quality) to the preſence of the 
General : yet behaving himſelf moſt poorly and 
ignominiouſly,unbecoming his perſon,though in his 
proſperity he was both yp and ſenfual, he was fo 
diſdained by the Conſul , and hated by the ſouldi- 
ers, that preſently after the triumph, he was put to 
a moſt cruel death in Priſon by his keepers, who 
could not endure his perſon : whilſt in the interim 
his eldeſt ſon and heir, became a common Regi- 
ſter in Rome, the onely means left him to gain his 


ſubſiſtence. 


And thus ended alſo that great and ſometimes fa- The fate or 


mous Empire, which continued in the Romans the 
laſt of the four, until that Empire became in pro- x 
ceſs of time alſo drowned in luxury, according to rea 
the report of many authentical Anth 
that Brutw and Caſſz#s were held tobe the laſt of the 
Romans , or onely brave perſons of the age, endued 
with noble Spirits, and free from (loathful ſenſuali- 
ty , Inſomuch, as that once gallant people within 
ome yeers, were abſolutely captivated again,under 
a baſe & {laviſh Tyranny, as they had been formerly 
by licentious Tarquiz,though ſome gallant men now 
and then appeared amonglit them: which Dominion 
remained uncertainly flowing , from one Tyrant to 
another, till the unlearned Turks (that at preſent 
enjoy the fruitfulleſt of their Dominions) became 
Maſters of their chief Country (as namely Greece) 
that in paſt ages was eſteemed Milſtreſs of the m_— 
oth 
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both for Art and Valour, whilſt temperance go- 
verned her actions : though now it be become of ſo 
baſe a production, that the people thereof have left 
them neither Science nor courage, but of the contra- 
Ty, are — at preſent into ſo unworthy a ſtupi- 

ity, with their continual exceſles, that (as'tis ob- 
ſerved in their diſpoſitions) they would not be de- 
livered from their ſlavery if they might, leſt they 
might be put to the exerciſe of any beckons indu- 
ſtry in the world, according to the cuſtom of other 
free Nations; and in this condition are content to 
ſee their children taken from them by force, to be 
uſed at the pleaſure of their Lords; either to be 
ſold in the common Markets, or reſerved for the 
vileſt Offices. 

'As theſe examples are _—_— enough,to ſhew | 


thechange in the judgements of God upon ſenſual and luxurious 
aur own native Countries.in the general, ſo may we turn our eyes of 


Country. 


conſideration upon our own kingdome, which no 
doubt ( as I have ſaid before ) abounded with all 
manner of vice, before theſe late troubles began 
inſomuch as I am moſt confident, that the ſins of 
the Nation without limitation, have been the chie- 
feſt cauſes of our misfortune and preſent miſeries ; 
which certainly requires rather an acknowledge- 
ment by ſack-cloth andaſhes, then an indulgent 
fancy to flatter our hopes, with amendment of the 
times. To this purpoſe we may call to minde, the 
flouriſhing ſtate of our Country not many yeers 


. fince; when every man ſeemed in peace with a moſt 


quiet ſecurity, to fit under his own Vine-Tree; 
whereas now we enjoy nothing certain but troubles 
' and 


and vexations: the Nobility pollelled priviledges of 
Princes, that now are ſcarce equal to Shoo-makers : 
the Gentry living 1n their braye houſes furniſhed 
with all kinde of varieties both for pleaſure and 
profit, and now thoſe that are yet left ſtanding, 
terve them but for more convenicnt priſons : the 
Commonalty that were accuſtomed to pay nothing 
out of their eſtates, are now conſtrained to defray 
the expences of many Armies, that ſcarce will let 
ſuffer them one night to lie in their beds quietly: 
the Clergy that bore juriſdiction in their ſeveral Pa- 
riſhes _ Provinces, are now forced to quit their 
habitations and livings ; the Lawyers that comman- 
ded reſpet and money from Clyents, know 
not at preſent what Law is to be obſerved : the U- 
niverſities filled every where with dainty wits and 
Learning, are derided for their over much 
knowledge : and laſt of all may be conſidered the 
rich City of Loxdox, that ſeemed to rule over the 
Ocean, and arbitrate the Trade of the world, is 
now ſomuch impoveriſhed, that it dares not ſet 
ſhips to Sea for fear of being robbed; all which be- 
ing confeſſed, we may very well conceive ſome di- 
vine anger and revenge hath cauſed this ſudden 
—_ , eſpecially the iſſue being not yet deter- 
mine 748 


But 
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But if theſe repreſentations be not of ſufficient 
force to move our conliderations in a conveni- 
entſenſe of our own danger, and by conſequence 
to ſtir us up to ſome moderation in our courſes, yet 
let us ſee whether there he left any, ſpark of religi- 
ous honour in our diſpoſitions; ſo far as to be per- 
{ſwaded by the extraordinary love of Almigh 
Gcd alwayes ſhewed to mankinde from his fir! 
Creation to more goodneſs, fince it may be ſuppo- 
ſed no reaſonable creature can be ſounworthy, as 
not by way of humane gratitude, to be willing to 
repay ſome requital for benefits received : at leaſt- 
wiſe to expreſle defires of acknowledgement, 
though we may want an abſolute power to Jo what 
we would in regard of our own frailty 7 and the ra- 
ther do I uſe theſe juſt perſwaſions , Ge that it ſhall 
appear by the following Diſcourſe, that God Al- 
mighty hath taken more care in the preſervation 
and ſalvation of mankinde, then in conſerving the 
veryAnygels inheaven. 
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Conſi#er ations 
goodneſs an ewed to man-kinde.” 
(opirisr however we muſt confeſs, that thoſe 


Spirits were created to enjoy a perpetual and 
S%—a molt ſublime bleſledneſs, yet were they not 
the ordainedin ſo certain a condition of continu- 
ance, but that they were ſubjet to fall, as after- 
wards multitudes of them did, and the reſt were 
cOn- 


. 


of gratitude in regardof Gods 
loveſh VY 
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On 


conſtrained to confirm their eſtabliſhment by a moſt 
ſharp encounter with Lucifer , and his ateendants, 
over whom at laſtithey got a molt glorious and hea- 
venly vidory, through the conſtancy of their wilts 
to ferve.tHeir Lozgd and Creator by an intire. fp- 
ritual obedience. Wherein as I may ſay,” Gods 
juſtice appeared ſomething ſevere to their adverſa- 
ries, if werefle& butupon the extraordinary mer- 
cies ſhewed unto our ſelves upon all occaſions: for 
that he impoſed upon the fallen Angels an eternal 
condemnation and puniſhment without revocati- 


on or hope of redemption by the obſervation of 


any new mjunction : whereas he did not alone at 
the firſt make man with an intention to beſtow up- 
on him that happineſs which they had loſt, but im- 
ou an infinity of love and care to preferve him 

ill m the ſame capacity : for when he had placed 
him in that delitious Garden with an abfolute pow- 
er and free-will to do good or evil, which was plen- 
tifully furniſhed with alt the ornaments of nature, 
for the commodity of his being and ſubſiſtence, he 
onely impoſed upon him onefingle Commandment 
no way ſeeming difficult to be odferved : and not- 
withſtanding he ſoon broke this cafie precept by 
theipceviſh: trailty of his nature that overcame his- 


' Graces: yet God Almighty meverthelefle, was ſo 


far from not having compation of his perſon, and 
taking commiſeration of his offence, that immedi. 
ately he promiſed him Redemption by the death. 
of his Son; as alſo the more to honour the con- 
temptible fabftance of his Creation, bemg nothing 
but carth, heobliged our blefſed Saviour to take 
| F 


upon 


- 


upon hm the very cloathing of our ficſh and blood, 
aufe all noe Ge be capable of a pertect 
elicity, and enjoy a priviledge and Prerogative be- 
yond all CG of Angels in Heaven : Who 
not onely ſtood moſt ſtupendiouſlly amazed at the 
favour beſtowed upon mankinde, but the very De- 
vils themſelys,that then were alſoAngels,foreſeeing 
the myſtery in regard of the excellency of their 
Cats became perpetually damned, onely for 
endeavouring to reliſt Gods will and pleaſure in | 
that intention : which expreſt above ſo much be- 
yond all humane a —_—_— , that the conſidera- 
tion of it onely is able to confound all our actions, 
and aſtoniſh our thoughts to the day of judgement, 
if this dull ſenſuality of our natures did not ſo 
much intangle our ſenſes, with worldly concern- 
ments, that the cleer faculties of our Soul, cannot 
operate at all nobly to our advantage. And yet 
further to ſhew the continuance of God Almigh- 
ties affection towards man 3 although his juſt wrath 
had chaſed Adam out of Patadiſe, as from a place 
onely intended for his innocency, yet he did not 
preſently commit his perſon to ſome dark and hor- 
rid priſon , there to be deſervedly puniſhed accor- . 
ding to the nature of his offence, Ge the breachvot 
his crinjunction,an part of fatisfattionunrtil his 
Salvation could be: effeted, by the Paſſion and 
death of his dear and onely Son, as his Mercy had 
determined ; but put him into a world created with 
all manner of convenient varieties, for his neceſ- 
ry recreations, though to be injoyned with labour 
and pains to keep down the {tubborn rebellions _ 
15 
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infice; andin the intern comforted him with | 


continual hopes of his ſpeedy Redemprion with 
many promiſes, tomake his yn by Grace a 
molt glorious Nation above others, until more par- 
ticularly Abraham (ſetled both a Church and le 
m his own family : ſo thatJacob his eraad-childe! hiv 
ving many ſons,trom whence proceeded the twelve 
Tribes, though they were by accident brought into 
Egypt, where they were forced to confeſs their fin a- 
ainſt their brother Jſeph, for which fact, as it may 
be ſuppoſed, their poſterity were detained captives 
for ſome hundred of yeers, to ſhew that God had 
not altogether forgot the offence : yet being after- 
wards releaſed,by the religious and painful condu&t 
of that great and good Captain Moſes , whom God 
Almighty had ſpecially choſen to put -an end to his 
O - miſeries, he eſtabliſhed them as a particular 
ation of his own, whereby to be worſhipped with 
ſome form and order, from whence his own Son al- 
ſo and their Meſſzas was to come in the fleſh; not- 
withſtanding they neverlett murmuring in their 
journey, not onely againſt their Commanders, but 
even at God himſelf, which ſhewed, they carryed 
ſtill with them the former corruptions of nature, 
and ingratitude with augmentation : however, he 
nevertheleſle bare with their peeviſh diſobedience, 
until he brought their poſterity into that Land pro- 
miſed toAbraham & hisSeed,as if his whole thoughts 
had been imployed onely in their conſideration, 
lince the like rebellious proceeding from ſuch mul- 
titudes of preſervations could not probably be ima+- 
gined, to have alinoſt come from the damned _ 
F 2 elves, 


ſelves. And there as I fay being arrived, he never 
left their protetion, until they had abſolutely ſub- 
dued all their enemies to their mercy, they poſleſ- 
ſing in the interim their Territories, with ſo many 
ſignal victories, that thoſe parts of the world 
' began tobe terrifyed with their fame : inſomuch, 
as at laſt becoming ſo proſperous in their peace and 
tranquillity, that needs they would have a King to 
govern them, according to the cuſtom of other Na- 
tions : Which alſo being granted them by God Al- | 
mighty, he gave them one amongſt the reſt, the moſt | 
glorious and wiſeſt Prince that then lived upon 
earth, according to the relation of his greatneſle 
and wiſdom, particularized in holy Scripture : who 
was not onely viſited and courted by forraign pow- 
ers ata very great diſtance, bat built alſo ſuch a 
Temple for the Jewes ſeruice by the preſence and 
aſtiſtance of other Kings , asan additional honour 
to his own extraordinary riches and ſplendour, that 
the like Fabrick was not again to be ſeen in the 
whole world : and thus they continued their rei 
and glory, until Solomons Idolatry and their own fins 
divided the kingdom into two parts, by which 
means they ſuffered many captivities; however 
their gracious God never totally forſook them, ſtil} 
interviewing their chaſtiſements with multitudes 
of conſolations by holy Prophets and other Reve- 
lations concerning his pleaſure aud their own Sal- 
vation : ſometimes ſending them home to build 
up again their Temple, and other while ſcourging 
for their wickedneſle; intermixing, alwayes 
bleſtings with puniſhments, as if his own Pacyind 
chiefly 
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chiefly conſiſted in their good, until at laſt finding 
their ſtubboraneſs was incorrigible by ordina 
means, he ſent amongſt them his own Son our m 
dear Saviour, not onely to redeem all mankind 
bur to teach them new Lawes both of Morality 
Divinityz bur they now being come to the utter- 
molt period of all wickedneſs and ingratitude,were 
ſo far from entertaining this ſweet gueſt with love 
and wiſdom , that they handled him with ſo much 
cruelty, that if all the barbarous Tyrantsin the 
world, had been aſſembled rogether in Councel, 
to have performed acts of qrnms ry they coul 
not | haye invented more tranſcendent- cruelries 
againſt innocency : ſo that. we may ſay even God 
Almighty, was forced to caſt theſe people out of his. 
favour, who were not to be reformed by any means 
he could uſe; however, becauſe he would not yet 
forget man, whom he had bought with the precious 
awn of his own blood,according to his gracious aſ- 
urance given toAdaz after he hadchaſed him out of 
Paradiſe, he choſe. to him(elf a new Church of the 
Gentiles,not in one place,butdiſperſed over theface 
the earth, to render his goodneſle more general 
though much againſt his will by reaſon of thoſe 
promiſes he had made to Abraham concerning his 
paticular Secd,, which .is moſt plainly verified in 
thoſe ſayings of holy Scripture,where it is affirmed, 
that often he nl have gathered them together, 
as a hen inviteth her chickens under her wings 
and protection, but they would not : But to come 
yet moreneer to our apprebenfions, - if not to pro- 
Cure in out ſouls both love and amazement, _ 
ut 
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but confider in particular what our Saviour Chriſt 
onally ſuffered for man kinde 3 which certain- 
Dhominht haveforborn, if it had not been in re- 
xd of his unmeaſurable and infinite goodnelle, 
iace our ſalvation cannot any. way benefit his ma- 
zeſty, or increaſe his honour; wherefore it was 
meerly for our ſakes, that he hath been willing to 
do theſe wondertul things, to prevent our perpetu- 
al damnation , which his divine juſtice mult other- 
wiſe have inflicted neceſlarily upon our unhappy 
rſons : by which conſiderations let us unpartial- 

y weigh, what gratitude we owe ſuch a Re- 
cemer, eſpecially when we are to receive the one- 


ly good by it our ſelves. 
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Chriſts particular perſecution. 

O this purpoſe we ma in, firſt with the 

ecthctiongs his ve Nig ; by that bloo- 
dy and proud T yrant , to preſerve with great- 
er ſecurity ( as he thought ) that kingdom which 
he had unjultly akurpodb the Rowrars power from 
anothers right ; notwithitanding his own Conſci- 
ence told him (by the inquiry he made of the wiſe 
men, and the reſolution of the Doctors —_— 
that he was the true Mefſlias long expected : whic 
not onely cauſed his maſt long and tedious journey 
into Egypt with his mother, not ſufficiently provi- 
ded.as it may be bclieved,of convenient neceſlaries, 
but wasa cauſeafter their return that he was con- 


{trained 


ftramed a 12ng feafon to obſcure himſelf coprevent 
rhe like danger, having heard of the murther of fo 
many children, inregard, Herods ſon then reigned in * 
his fathers place : wherein (as it may be ſuppoſed) 
efus onely took upon him the ordinary helps of 
umanity., | ſince.it was not needful to make uſe of 
the demonſtrates. of his divine power towards the 
converſion of thoſe people whom he came in thefleſh 
to ſave: im whichaffiction it may be imagined, or 
rather conlidered, that he not onely underwent the 
(ufferings.of| the body, but in ſome fortthe paſſions 
of. the minde belonging to man, and ſo confequent- 
ly was grieved at exteriour accidents , with the reſt 
of his Tienda living in this poor,contemptihleand 
needy mannerabout thirty yeers together ; all that 
while performing ſuch ondizeny labours asbelonged 
to the meanneſie of thac condition, - which for our 
ſakes he was pleaſed to enter into, whereby the 
better to conceale orſhade the bright rayes of his 
Divinity from humane eyes, until the time ſhould 
came tor the: declaration of his gtory': but atlaſt 
being called, by the»fecret decrees of his A 
father to preachto the Jewes, he continued at 
three yeers, doing ſuch (tupendious miracles, and 
ſhewing forth ſuch acts of auſterity and: penarice; 
a9were able abnoſt toconyert! the Divels to goods 
nelle: however, his own people were ſo- far from 
hearing and believing him, that inſtead of follow- 
ing hisDo&rine an obeying his juriſdiction, that 
ey brought him to a moſt ſhameful condemnation 
rea heathenJudge, with all the ſpighe, malice, 
and ingratitude could be unagined; w the cir- 
7 cumſtan- 
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cumſtances of which perſecution, may be confider- * 


ed theſe particulars follow! 

More particc=  Frſt, That he was betrayed by no other, then one 

——> = of his own choſen Diſciples, with whoſe lolle he 

and ſufferivgs. could not be but: extreamly grieved in his 
thoughts : by whom, as I ſay, he was delivered into 
the cruel hands of his worſt enemies, though until 
then eſteemed his onel gen z3 and m whoſe com- 
pany he bad conracigs or ſome yeers, with all the 
{ſweetneſs of behaviour could be practiſed, in the 


interim performing ſo many acts o _— both by 


his miraculous curesand continual 10ns,that 


It might have taughta new humanity to al the mon- 
ſters upon earth, it they had been capable of reaſon; 
but theſe wretches, notwithſtanding, brought him 


before Pilate , faſt bound by ſtrong cords, with ſuch 7 


derifion- and ſcorn, as almoſt could not be exam- 


ce, —_ the Pagan himſelf was mod in 
rd of their prepalterous importunity ,. findi 

how: altogether guiltle(s, furiouſly to ſcourge hiv 

before their faces, with an intention onely to fave 


his innocency from death, thinking theſe torments, 
would have procured fame compathion in their ſto- 
py hearts : however, they ng {til} in cheir de- 


vilſh malice againſt his-perſon, . for no other catiſe; 
as I ay, but that he preached againſt their lux- 
uries and pride, cryod out violent to the Judpe, 
that nalets be crucited him formaking himſelf 2 
King, contrary to the Lawes, be could beno friend 
toCaſar, which words of theirs ſo terrified ithe wh 
juſt and fearful Prefident , that he delivered Brri- 


- bas 


_ where they accuſed him with ſo much vio- | 
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uy 4 bas a moſt notorious malefactor', and ſent our Savi- 
our with a company of barbarous ſouldiers, wear- 


ze + ingaCrown of ſharp Thorns upon his ſacred head, 
ie >} tothe common place of execution; as alſo bear- 
Is : ing his own Croſs upon his bloody ſhoulders, 
to |} for hisgreater contempt and indignity, where at 
til * laſtbeing arrived with many a weary and painful 
n- © ſtep, he was faſtned with rough nayles to that Tree, 
he © that was ordained, though for his torment, yet for 
he our comfort, and being aftera time lifted up into 
by _ the ayrebetween two thieves, exceſſively heated 


at 7 by his intollerable ſufferings, he called for ſome- 
ing to allay the outragiouſneſs of his thirſt : but 
their unexampled and moſt cruel inhumanity,could 
afford him no ſweetera mixture, but Vinegar and 
Gall, to give him any refreſhment, as the uttermoſt 
and laſt period of all their wickedneſs and ingrati- 
tude : which ſeveral torments certainly being put 
together by our conſideration , cannot be thought 
but to exceed the affiiftion, of all the people that e- 
| verſuſlered perſecution : for as he was more pure 
and perfect in his conſtitution then other creatures, 
ſo by conſequence muſt it be thought, thoſe pains he 
endured were ſharper and livelicr taſted by bis feu- 
ſes, in regard of the excellency of his making, then 
by other men , fince obſtructions as we know in the 
Organs & vital parts cauſe ſometimes a kind of ſtu- 
nelatdicn or inſenfibility in the fleſh &apprehenfion, 
which he was not ſubje@t unto either £2 nature or 
accident:beſides we may ad,that as he'was free from 
allthe paſſions of yain glory or any manner ofhope 
of futuge reward for his ſufferings, being both _ 
G an 
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Other confide- 


rations con- 
cerning his 
ſufferings. 


The 'circum- a a 
ſtances of bis Who were his chie 


ſotferings. 


and man, ſo could henot be eaſed in his torments 
by thoſe hopes which do uſe oftentimes to abate 
much of the torture in other people; and on the 0- 
ther ſide his grief was increaſed all the time of his 
life by his omnipotent forclight, knowing before 
hand that he ſhould not onely die in the general, but 
alſo what particular cruclies he was toendure, ſo 
that as I ſay, his imagination was alwayes full of 
ſuch grievous conſiderations, both in regard of him- 
ſelf that was perſonally to ſuffer them, as alſo our 


of a dear compaſſion to his moſt beloved mother, | 


that he knew would be preſent at his paſlio 
mournfully accompanyed with his Diſciples an 
the reſt of his kindred and friends, 

Secondly, If we further refle& upon the parties 
that uſed him in this manner, and the principal oc- 
calion of their malice, we ſhall finde ever cauſes 
ſtill for the augmentation of his afflictions in many 
other particulars, 

And to this purpoſe we mult conſider, that thoſe 

'P erſecutors, were his own par- 
ticular people, choſen above all other Nations in 
the world by himſelf to be cheriſhed and loved,and 
from whom in the fleſh he was naturally deſcended, 
ſo that it was no other then their own blood into his 
veynes, which they ſought moſt laviſhly and mali- 
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ciouſly to ſpill, upon no other reaſon , but that in a ;; 
ſweet and mild way of converſation, accompanied 


with miracles and benefits, he laboured to 


rſ[wade Þ 
them to their own ſalvation,that the Gentiles might | 
not bereave them of their ancient inheritance, pof- | 


ſcſling themſelves of thoſe places in Heaven __ : 
c 


- 


he wiſhed them before others. Next what a Cor- 
rafi vewas it to his gentle heart andDivine ſoule, to 
ſee them make uſe of no other creature to 
his innocent perſon, but his own Diſciple, inſtru- 
ed with his domeltick affairs and expences, which 
made him moſt bitterly to complain, that he thar 
eat his bread, for a little money had both unnatu- 
rally lifted up his hand againſt him, and had been 
won to undertake ſo great a treaſon, contrary to all 
the rules of friendſhip, duty, and fidelity, which al- 
molt no heathen would have performed, for any re- 
ward could have been promiſed. 

Thicdly.,after he had at his laſt Supper bequeathed 
unto his Apoſtles the pretious Legacie of. his bod 
and blood to remain everamongſt them as am 
admirable token of his love, preſently going into 
the Garden, to pray, and there being in an exceſiye 
agony at the remembrance of his approaching Paſ- 
10n, ſufficiently demonſtrated by thoſe diſtilling 
drops of blood and ſweat that plentifully fell u 
on the ground from his moſt bleſted body, he could 
not obtain from his three chief Diſciples, to watch 
one hour with him, notwithſtanding his earneſt en- 
treaty, and the great gift he had a little before be- 
ſtowed upon them , which cannot again but be 
” thought extraordinary troubles to his already affli-. 
{ Cted minde, | 

Fourthly, when he was apprehended by the cruel 
ſouldiers with violence an Fary, certainly it could 
not be but ſome preſent horrour to his confuſed i- 
magination as he was man, to ſee himſelf, ſuddenly 


left by all his friends, who fled fearfullyaway to pre- 
| G 2 vent 
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vent the hike danger to their perſons; however they 
ſhould have rather choſen to have dyed with him, 
according to their ſeveral profeſſions when he was 
yet ſafe amongſt them. And moſt of all that his 
chief Apoſtle, upon whom he had conferred ſo high 
a dignity, and in whoſe ſpecial friendſhip it is to 
ſuppoſed, he impoſed truſt and confidence , ſhould 
not onely timeroully amongſt the reſt leave him 
with his enemies; but moſt cowardly deny him be- 
fore a few contemptible ſervants, with oathes and 
proteſtations, being ſo tranſported with the ſenſe 
of his own danger, that he would not ſo much as 
own his Maſters acquaintance, in that afſembly, to 
his further diſgrace, he being at the inſtant moſt 
diſdainfully uſed by all the Seftators , that were 
preſent at his examination before the high Prieſt : 
which may be added to the reſt of his afflictions. 


he craeley of | Fiftly, we may remember that when he was 
bis perſecrzors brought before King Herod, who was inflamed with 


with his ſofter” 1 earneſt defire to ſee him in regard of the general | 


ings a well in 2 me that was ſpread abroad of his wonders and {| 


minde as in 
body. 


miracles, and to this purpoſe had an intention no 
doubt to have honoured his perſon ; of the contra- 

to beſent back again from his preſence, with all 
the ſcorn and contempt in the world, cloathed in a 
white garment , either like a mad man, ora fool, 


which opinion the rude and barbarous fouldiers þ 


proſecuted in ſo violent a manner, that it was one 

of the chiefeſt cauſes of his being crowned with 

Thornes, whereby in derifion they might the more 

property ſalute him 'as a mock King of the Jewes ; 

putting in the interim a contemptible Ree P = 
j an 
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hand in lieu of aScepter, with other ornaments of 
ſpight and diſgrace over his bleſſed ſhoulders; 
which inſtruments alſo they made ſubjetts for the 
further augmentation of his torments, inſtriking 
him often with the Reeds upon his already woun- 
ded head, that the ſharp and pricking Thorns might 
make the greater impreſſions, whereby the more to 
increaſe his anguiſh and pain. And laſt of all, we 
may call to minde,that when he was upon the Croſs 
ready to yield up the Ghoſt, he mott ſorrowtully be- 
held his ever dear beloved and honoured mother, 
who never could finde in her heart to leave him in 
all his miſeries, though thoſe cruel ſpeQtacles abun- 
dantly augmented her inward afflitions, with eyes 
of no ſinall compaſſion and grief ſtanding neer him, 
with heavy looks and moſt _— paſhons, be- 
wailing her own lofle and his ſuffering ,” neither be- 
ing in a condition to affiſt one another, but by con- 
ling language and perplexed ſoules, fince our $4- 
viour would not make any uſeat all of the prero- 
gative of his Divinity, tomoderate the ſufferings 
of his humanity : for as man had offended the Ma- 
zeſty of his father , that great God could not be ſa- 
tisfed without an extraordinary pacification : All 
which, I ſay, may pur a full period to every confide- 


ration that can poſfibly be'tmagined pron mor- 
e, I do not 


tal apprehenſion ; wherein I mult confe 

more wonder at his goodnefle, then at his enemies 

craelties and his friends forgetfulneſſe, wherein 

would be increaſed my admiration , if our hearts 

ſhould not be touched with ſomething more then 

ordinary gratitude , andthe rather for that —_— 
ves: 


ſelves are to receive the onely benefit of this due 
and needful conſideration. For let any man take 
apart theſe infinite ſufferings, ſetting aſide the mul- 
titudes of his other mercies., and but indifferently 
weigh the natures of them in every particular cir- 
cumſtance, and I dare be bold to ſay, all the ſtories 
in the world cannot paint forth the like examples of 
cruelty, indignation and fpight, either done to, or 
endured by whatMartyrs or wicked perſons ſoever; 
much lefle ſhould it be thought after the believing 
of theſe paſſions, that we were created for nothing 
but to bedelighted with eaſe, quiet, and all the ſen- 
ſual pleaſures ;z- our roving and wild fagcies can in- 
vent or covet: but that we may not be withour all 
humane teſtimonies to confirm God Almightiesex- 
pettation concerning our duties in ſuffering,though 
lintend not to make any compariſon : I ſhall in- 
ſtance the examples, of ſome few of his good ſer- 
vants, who as it ſhould ſeem, held it neceſlary upon 
occaſions offered, to ſacrifice all they had to his 
bleſſed will and pleaſure. 
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The. Vertues of Abraham. 


\ 4 E ſhall firſt ſpeak of Abraharngy, who was, 

as I may ſay, the miraculous father of all 
the Jewiſh Nation, a man exerciſing ſo many ver- 
tucs, that it is a queſtion, whether cok a valour, 
humility , obedience, faith , or good nature moſt 
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exceeded : for after that by God Almighties ſpecial 
command. he had quitted his native Country, and 
all his friends and acquaintance, but his Nephew, 
Lot, whom he brought along with lym in his Pilgri- 
mage, amongſt ſtrangers and barbarous people, 
when. both their flocks increaſed ſo exceedingly, 
that they could not poſlibly longer live together by 
reaſon of the dayly contention of their herdſmen, 
Abraham bad his Nephew chuſe the beſt part of the 
Country for himſelf; and by that means Lot inha- 
bited in the Towns, whereas his Uncle {till kept the 
fhelds, dwelling onely in- Tents, wherein appeared 
both love and humility. Again, when he had heard 
that Lot unfortunately was taken priſoner, with al 
his ſubſtance, he preſently with a world of courage 
and reſolution, armedall his domeſtick ſervants 
for his ſpeedy reſcue, and fighting with his enemies, 
he delivered. his Nephew, and made all his oppo- 
{ers with their wealth captives to. his mercy ; how- 
ever, after this conqueſt he was ſo far from enrich- 
ing himſelf by the ſpoyls, orbeing elated by the 
victory, that he not onely returned the goods back 
again to the owners, but with a great deal of humi- 
lity preſented the tenth part of his own to Melchi- 
zedeck, the Prieſt, asa teſtimony of his obedience 
and gratitude to God Almighty ;z'to whoſe honour 
alſo1n every place where he came, 4 he built Altars, 
circumciſing himſelf and all his family, accordin 
to his commandment. . But now growing old, an 
finding he was nat like to have any poſterity by his 
wife, he was induced by her importunity to take 
her handmaid into his bed, by whom he had iſſue ; 
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nevertheleſle, when it was the will of God to make 
him the happy father of his legitimate ſon 1/aac, in 
whom all Nations were to be bleſt, he drove both 
Hagar and her ſon abſolutely out of his Dominions 
and protettion ; which however, as it may be be- 
lieved, ſtrook the old man to the heart with a moſt 
paſlionate grief, yet he was ſo far from being diſobe- 
dient, that he reſolved with a ready willingneſle ra- 
ther to endure any diſcontent inwardly, then out- 
wardly to diſpleaſe his wife, whom he knew had re- 
ba, a particular blefling from God. And now 
we muſt come to the grand maſter-piece both of his 
faith and reſignation, when God Almighty enjoyn- 
ed him to Sacrifice the lite of his onely ſon and heir, 
both ſpiritually and temporally : the firſt, in that he 
was promiſed tobe made the father of the people 
of the Jewes; and the other,for that Abraham fad no 
more iflue to inherit his worldly ſubſtance : here ir 
will be convenient to refle& upon his many ſuppo- 
ſed humane paſſions, in the proſecution of this 
ation; however as it appeared he overeame them 
all by his ready obedience and abundant confidence 
m God, in d of his extraordinary defire to ful- 
fil his will a leafure in _ ; firſt there- 
fore, it may be believed, that he could not but ap- 
_ _ the borrid and amazed diſcontents 

ſhould give his wife, whom he was alwayes fo 
willing to pleaſe, when the firſt report ſhould be 
made unto her, not onely of the death of her fole 
childe, in whoſe promiſing towardlineſle, ſhe recet- 
veddayly fomuch comfort, befides her divine affir- 
rance, of his hopeful proſperity, but any 


- him ſlaughtered by the cruel hands uf his own fa- 
ther, for no known cauſe could be imagined. Next, 
yl what a perplexity was there: amongſt his own 
$ thoughts, ſometimes perhaps a little ttaggering in 
{ 


the right underſtanding of Gods promiſes, when 
he ſuppoſed it was unpoſhible for him to kave any 
more children by reaſon of her extraordinary age, 


= ® and ſoby conſequente had little hope left him ot 


- 3 peoplingot Nations out of his loynes, much leſs to 
- = ae» the Church of God by his iflue 3 which 
w FE untilthen henever doubted. Thirdly, may be ima- 
1s ined the narural and divine {ſtrife that was within 
1- is boſome , by reaſon of the paſltons of love, pit- 


Ir, ty, faith, confidence, obedience, and improbability, 
he joyned alfo with worldly intereſts, of which he 
le couldfnot chufeout of humanity bur be ſenſible:and 
10 yet notwithſtanding all theſe furious torments and 
it combultions in his minde, this great and moſt con- 


O=- fident ſervant of God (as t is related in holy Scrip- 


is ture) went on to this ſtrange Sacrifice, with a quict 
am and gentle demeanour, talking with his innocent 
ce ſon, to the place deſigned for his execution, where 
al- after ſome circumſtances, and as it may be thought 
DE- other diſcourfes of patience and confolation, be- 


Pp- mg ready to lift up his fatal, though pious, hand for 
nts the faughter, he was fuaddainly red by the ad- 


ſo miniſtration of' #1 Angel from Heaven ; that" not 
be onely gladded his heart, but approved his faith by 
ole the ſhewing him another Pros Sacrifice, ready 
ct- epared tor the offering. And laſt of all, tomake a 
To- 1] period of his glorious and moſt pious life, being 


prepared to reſt his bones in his wives Sepulcher, 
H CON= 


conſtrained thereunto by the extremity of age , he 
called his truſty ſervant unto him, and there taking 
his oath between his thighes, conjured him, never 
to take a wite for his ſon,but from his own kindred, 
however he might have advanced his fortunes with 
huge ſums of mony, as it may be ſuppoſed tm the 
place where he then remained, in the Land of ſtran- 
gers,by reaſon of the general fame he had perſonally 
purchaſed in their Country ; however, asI ſay,this 
ood man choſe rather to fend the hope of his houſe 
- from home, with the loſle of all his worldly ſub- 
ſtance, then that he ſhould be in dangerts mixe 
with the Gentiles, or contra marriage amongſt un- 
circumciſed people : all which teſtimonies evident- 
ly ſhew, how much Abrahaz: preferred the ſervice of 
his Creator, before all other conſiderations 3 beſides, 
it is tobe noted in his whole life, he never ended or 
n any of his important actions, as is recorded 

for the moſt part in _ Scripture , but either with 
Thanks, Prayers, Obediences, or other pious devo- 
tions performed to his great and omnipotent Crea- 
tor, who remains certainly ſtill the ſame God in 
Heaven and earth, and therefore cannot but expe&t 
the like duty from our aftions and endeavours, 
though our corrupt manners, and moſt flow inten- 
tions, ſeem at preſent to put a difference between 
@yr own condition and this holy mans. 
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AE A ROGEESESTHESAESOS 
The Patience and ſufferings of Job. 


NICE we have in'ſome ſort paft over the 
perfettions of Abraham; for it is unpoflible by 
humane art ſufficiently to deſcribe his excellency, 
we mult remember ; , the true Patient, asI ma 
ſay , of God Almightie ,ſince he gave the devil full 
po wer to try his goodnetle, by the very force of all 
is malice, Tis true, we cannot well know his ex- 
traction, onely we are aſlured, he was a great Prince 
dwelling in the Land of Hwz, abounding in every 
worldly proſperity; however, none of thoſe en- 
tiſements could any way withdraw his heart from 
the ſervice and love of his Creator : For notwith- 
ſtanding his ſons and daughters continually feaſted 
with delight and ſatisfaction, yet in the interim, he 
offered Sacrifice, and made Prayers, that his chil- 
dren might not commit fin in their jovialty, until 
his goodneſle not onely flew up with ſwift wings 
before his Maker into Heaven : but his perfections 
became objects of envy, as I ſaid before, to Hell it 
ſelf, in ſo muchas God Almighty was induced for 
the further demonſtration of his own glory, by rea- 
ſon of the devils inſolent challenge to heap all 
earthly afflitions upon him, and to this purpoſe in 
one day received intelligence of the loſle of all he 
polleſt, with the lamentable deſtruftion and death 
of his numerous children; yet theſe afflictions ay 
H 2 y 
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ly procured this mild reply from his ſad a _ 
fon, thatas God had. given him the uſe of abun- 

dance, ſo might he again diſpoſe of them as he plea- 

ſed; for not coming into the world, as he ſaid, with 

any thing, he could not expect to go out of it other- 

wiſe then naked. But in this patience was not a- 

lone ſhewed his confidence and humility : for being 
{truck with a moſt loathſome leprofie all oyer his 
body, which forced him for ſomething his better 
eaſe to ſit upon a baſe and viſe dunghil , where he 
was upbraided for his too much mildneſs and pati- 
ence, "- his inſulting, though perhaps compaſhon- 
ate wife, who bid him, Czrſe God and die, mans then 
endure ſuch ignominy, ſhame,and ſorrow, in falling 
from the eſtate and Dignity of a Prince to ſfolow 
and miſerable a condition : however, he made her 
no other anſwer then this, that ſhe was a fooliſh wo- 
man; for if good things they had received from 
Gods hands, why ſhould they not alſo participate of 
bad if it were his will and pleaſure? Until at laſt 
there came to his reproof as well as his conſolation, 
his neereſt and deareſt friends, though at the firſt 
light they knew not perfectly his perſon , by reaſon 
of his extraordinary change and deformity , which 
cauſed them for ſome time with pittiful eys to ſtand 
ainazed without opening their mouths to ſpeak 
one word according to their firſt intention : where- 
upon the good man himſelt finding their perplexi- 
ty, began to make a large diſcourſe not onely of his 
own miſeries, but Gods juſtice; wherein however 
he ſeemed to comon underſtandings, to have utter- 

cd ſome ſpeeches of too much paſhon,bitterly-com- 
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plaining of his Creators dealing with him, andin t 


that particular perhaps over-jultifying his own atti- 
ons and innocency, = were his wordsand diſcour- 
ſes all ſeaſoned with ſuch high myſteries, having 
ſuch an abſolute reference to Gods honour, that by 
the ſequel of the ſtory we finde, he erred not ; bur 
of the contrary, confounded all the Athieſtical Ar- 
guments of his friends, by his diſcourſes, who in the 
end were compelled to beg his Prayers to God, for 
the pardon of their provocation. 


FOIHISHCIOS 68 CESS POSSOGALSEHE 
The Vertues of Moſes. 


NE we ſhal mentiona4goſes,that greatcharitable 
and indefatigable Captain of God rg nr 
who however he was preſerved by Pharoahs daugh- 
ter, and by that means ad her ſon, and ſo con- 
{equently as it may be believed , made the heir of 
moſt, if not all her wealth and fubſtance, yet was he 
ſo far from forgetting the diftrefſed condition of 
his miſerable Country men, being in a manner con- 
fumed with their hard labour of the Eg yptiaz (lave- 
ry, that he not onely kept them daily company, 
whereby the better to honour them wath his pre- 
ſence, but moſt paſſionately revenged their injuries 
upon all juſt occafions; inſomuch, as to that pur- 

ole, he flew an infolent enemy of theirs, with 

is own hands, to the provocation of Pharoah ; and 
all his Court, for which fact he was forced to flic 


from. 
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from all his proſperity and dignity, intoa ſtrange 
Country, where he remained not onely a poor 
hceard;but a moſt diligent ſervant to his ſurly father- 
in-Law for a long ſcaſon; defending in the mean 
time, with his perſonal valour the cauſes and rights 
of ſimple virgins , that wanted other afftiſtance,un- 
til God Almighty was pleaſed to call him to the de- 
liverance of his people with ſtrong conjurations, 
ſince his humility was unwilling to accept of ſo 
reat an Office, profeſiing himſelf to be rude of 
peech, and therefore not capable of ſuch an im- 
ployment : but being, asI ſay, both commagded, 
and ſtrengthned by Gods Divine illumination , he 
went with a bold courage to the King of Zegypr, not- 
omg nary, Far multitudes of pernitious Magi- 
cians about his Throne, and reſolutely demanded 
the Reſtoration of the Jewes; however, being de- 
nyed his juſt, and charitable requeſt by the proud 
yrant , after many miracles ſhewed in confirmati- 
on of his abſolute CommilGon from GodAlmighty, 
he invited and perſwaded the people to followhim 
intoa land of freedom, though their jelouſies and 
feares, a long ſpace reſiſted his intentions, to his 
no ſmall vexation and grief, for whoſe ſafeties in 
proſecution of the intended journey and promiſed 
proſperity, he divided the Red-Sea, to make their 
paſſage. But nevertheleſle this ſtubborn and per- 
verſe people, were fo little grateful to him for his 
wiſe condut and moſt painfulendeavour, enduring 
now and then ſome penury in the Defarts, that they 
never forbore murmuring againſt his ations, as u 
braibing him , that for his own ambition , he had 
brought 
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brought them from the fleſhpots of Egypr, toendure 
hunger and thirſt in the wilderneſle, which atironts 
and contumehes, he alwayes bore with ſoadmira- 
ble a patience, that inſtead of m_—_— them for 
their wild and prepoſterous diſobedience, he com- 
forted and incouraged them with mild language 
and good principles, praying to God upon all oc- 
calions for their for wveneſle and =_- perity 3 inſo- 
much, as his two hands were ſometimes under- 
propped by others, to ſtrengthen them towards the 
continuance of his ſupplication, he being altoge- 
ther weary andtired, by thoſe devout exerciſes, 
which his heart willingly could never let him give 
over for his peoples benefit : and when their impi- 
ous Idolatry and peeviſh impatiency, had notwith- 
ſtanding flamed the wank of God, againſt their 
wicked proceedings, inſomuch as he ſcemed to put 
on an abſolute reſolution to deſtroy them3the chari- 
ty of Moſes was ſo great, and his love ſo intire to that 
ungrateful multitude, that deſired God Almighty 
alſo, to blot him out of the book of life , that he 
might periſh rogether with his Country-men, if he 
would not be pleaſed to change his determination : 
O admirable conſtancy and goodneſle / beyond the 
yr m6 humane nature to apprehend ; and the 
rather fur that it may be conceived, the chief cauſe 
of his affte&tion had reference to Gods honour, in 
that he ſuppoſed thoſe people were ordained, to e- 
ſtabliſh his more real and formal worſhip m the 
Land of Promiſe. Again,if we look at hisunwearied 
po from morning till night in hearing Law ſuits 


tween party and party, we ſhall finde ſuch an un- 
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paralell'd fortitude as cannot be imagined, wherein 
notwithſtanding his humility was ſogreat, that he 
ſubmitted / himſelf tothe Counſel of his Father mn 
Law a plaia man, whotold him he did unwilcly, to 
over burthen his ſtrength and ability , with multt- 
tudes of 1ntricated butinefles; and to that purpoſe 
witbed hum to chuſe able and interiour judges , to 
take off from his care ſome part of the trouble con- 
cerning thoſe cauſes depending before him , refer- 
rivg the molt weightieſt onely to his own jadge- 
ment, and cenſure 3 whereas until then he fat atone 
upon the Tribunal, borh for morality belonging to 
his ſubjects more civil converſation towards theGo- 
vernment of their perſons. and goods, and alfo to 
judge thoſe more divine things, that - belonged 
particularly to the ſervice of Abmighty God, accor- 
ding to thoſe Revelations, and precepts he had im- 
mediately received from Heaven, whoſe infallible 
Oracle he ſeemed dayly to conſult, and with ſucha 
wonderful fervour and diligence, that as he never 
attempted matter of conſequence, without ſcek- 
ing and knowing fir{t the will & pleaſure of God,fo 
did he never return from thoſe extraordinary exta- 
hes, bur with fear horrour and trembling both to 
himſelf and people. But as ſhall notneed., here 
tonumber more of bis excellencies, fince they are 
{o largely recarded in holy Scripture; ſo may it al- 
{o be conlidered,that moſt of thoſe admirable books 
were written by his own hand, that treated of the 
Jewesadctions in the beginning, for example, tothe 
ttuptd world, to learn rams I— ought'ro do accor- 
nipg, to their capacities in endeavouring the _—_— 
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of God from the bottom of their hearts; ſince cer- 
tainly he cannot be pleaſed with lukewarm affeci- 


on, much lefſe for people onely to comply with 
their own affeftions, as it for no other end they had 


been created, ſpecially when his beſt ſervants could 
not, by what hath been ſaid, expect that priviledge 


and liberty. 


LILSSISIALLIIIISS SES SISITISELS, 


The wonderful magnanimity of Jephthe 


and his daughter. 


Ut now we will come to _—_— that valiant 


righteous and juſt judge of Almighty God in 
Iſrael, whoſe ſtory in ſhort 1s onely thus : Hewas a 
baſtard born, though highly legitimated by grace 
and the favour of his Creator ; y-- although he was 
caſt out from having any ſhare amongſt his brethren 
in his fathers poſlefſions, - which made him for a 
while enter into the company of thieves for his tub- 
fiſtence, yet being preſently for his perſonal valour 
choſen their Prince and Governour, he managed his 
Authority with ſo much ſucceſte,tending to the ſer- 
vice ofGod and hisCountry,that when7rael was fal- 
len intomolt deſperate neceſlity by the R—_ 
power of their inveterate enemies, he not only free 
them from thoſe dangers by his own courage and his 
ſubjets afliſtance,but afterward when he was Judge 
of the Country, recovered them by his many- vi- 


Ctories, their Ancient honourz howeyer, as itis 
I written 
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written, one time amonglt the reſt —_—_ 
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extraordinary joy and Triumph to his own houſe, 
having won a moſt fignal battail againſt the Am mo- 
wates , after he had pleaded with them the right and 
juſtice of his Countries cauſe, wherein they would 
not be ſatisfied, he vowed in gratitude to God Al- 
mighty to ſacrifice the hr{t thing he ſhould encoun- 
ter: which proved unfortunately to be his onely 
daughter, a young and molt beautiful virgin, having 
no mere children in all the world, who out of duty 
and gladneſle came out with haſt before others to 
ſalute her victorious father : by which means, ſud- 
denly theſe Triumphs were turned into mourn- 


ings, for preſently Jephthe tore his garments inſtead 
af more joyful congratulations , beginning to re- 


nt himſelf of his over raſh vow, tince either as 
thought , he mult diſpleaſe God , or abſotutely 
confound all his felicity and hopes in deſtroying of 
her that was deerer to him, then every canthly ha 
pineſſe. But the pious Vagn perceiving her fa- 
thers perplexity by reaſon of his Oath, onely with 
a lovely and obedicnt countenance told him, ſince 
he had ſworn to God, it was molt convenient he 
ſhould perform his vow 3 and therefore wiſhed him, 
that the conſideration of her life might neither hin- 
der his intention, nor trouble his thoughtsz and 
withal deſired two months time, accompanied with 
other Virgins of her acquaintance to go privately 
into the —— F ae” woes Ip Ns bewa _ 
mginity ; it bei C the Jewes ſo tg 
do by Se of their expectance of, the M 
being accordingly performed , ſhe ret 
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intothe City, and her fad father in proſecution of 
his promiſe and reſolution, acted this unwillingand 
lamentable part,both to the grief and aſtoniſhment 
of all 7/rael.Now having related this ſtory,I ſhal wiſh 
any man but to conſider, how it was {ible to ex- 
reſle a more higher zeal towards the ſervice ofGod, 

in Jephthe himſelf, or a more {weet & comfortable o- 
bedience expreſlied by his noble & religious daugh- 
ter; wherefore we muſt conclude,that although there 
be made ſome doubt, concerning the lawfulneſle of 
the fact in this juſt and magnanimous perſon, in re- 
gard of the raſhnefſe of his vow, which however 
proceeded from the extraordinary gratitude he de-' 
fired to ſhew towards Almighty God, for thoſe fa- 
v ours — __ _— his o__ afliſtance 3 and 
eſpecia rthat moſt ſignal victory, ted him 
amid the Ammonites, _ mad} and (pightful 
enemies to his Country and Religion : yet he decla- 
red thereby withour all queſtion, a moſt conſtant 
and firm reſolution to be ingraffed in his pious ſoul, 
not to forbear, if there were occafion,the exact per- 
formance of God Almighties ſervice in eve thing, 
according to his beſt sk1ill and knowledge, althoug 
he might loſe thereby never ſo many worldly ho- 
nours, pleaſures, preferments, or what hopes or 
comfort could ble delight nature, ord 
ſadneſs in his condition. As appeared by this at&t of 
rigid conformity, according to the vow he had 
made after his victory; which in my opinion are 
moſt lively examples to inſtru our endeavours, at 
leaſtwiſe, not to be too paſſionate in our own con- 
cernments, when they may any way indanger our 
love to God, I 2 The 
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ASS SASHA SS ISSSALELISS IISIL IS, 


The extraordinar 'y goodneſs of King David. 


A Nd now we muſt fall to conſider the aftions of 
David, that great and good King of Iſrael; who 
however he tell into ſome grievous ns by reaſon of 
humane frailty, yet he kept his heart ſtill right in the 
light of his omnipotent Creator, as appeared, 
not onely by his extraordinary pennances, mortifi- 
cations and continual complaints declared in his 
prophetical writings, but by the very teſtimonies 
of God himſelf, who approved him to be a man 
according to his own heart; ſo that boldly we ma 
aftirm his perfetions, which in this manner we ſhall 
particularize. 

Firlt, we may refle& upon his conſtant valour al- 
wayes ſhewed againſt the enemies of his Religion 
an — well in the death of Golzath that fu- 
rious and blaſphemous Gyant,_ as n-the multitude 
of victories gotten againſt the wicked Phzliſtires, and 
other tyrannical Nations, wherein the true ſervice 
and worſhip of God was the onely object of his 
thoughts, asappeared by his bringing home again 
the Ark with ſuch joy and gladneſle, that he was c- 
ven derided and contemned by his own wife, for 
thoſe publique expreſſions, for that his geſtures 
ſeemed ridiculous to her eyes and apprehenſion, 
heing performed in the perſon of a King. 

Next, we may remember not onedy tle wonder- 
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ful <goodneſle towards his Lord and Maſter Saw, 
though with an envious malice he moſt wickedly 
proſecuted his life, but the extraordinary love and 
reverence he ſhewed to his perſon when he had him 
twice in his power, onely blaming his own pre- 
ſumption, for having cut off ſo much. as one ſmall 
piece of his garment, asa cleerer teſtimony of his 
intended fidelity, Again, when the news wasbrought 
him of his unfortunate death, as he conceived, with 
too much inſultation by an offticious mellenger , al- 
though by thataccident he entred preſently into the 
pollefiion of the Kingdom , yet he punithed the au- 
thor of the intelligence for his toomuch:want of 
duty, in rejoycing at the deſtruction of his King, be- 
ing his natural ſubject; wherein, I muſt ſay, ap- 
peared a double vertue, the one, in conquering his 
own affections, the other, in being juſt to his dead 
Maſter, though alwayes a bitter enemy to his ſub- 
fiſtence. Here alſo I muſt remember the conſtant 
affection he ſhewed to the poſterity of Jonathax his 
friend z however, it, may be ſuppoſed he never wan- 
ted inſtigations of jcalouſie —_ others , that in 
time his race might aſpire to the Crown in the right 
of their father, and when this proved real in his 
own ſon Abſolon, who not onely moſt trayterouſly 
rebelled againſt all the rules of duty , good nature, 
and grnnengy, but moſt wickedly abuſed his bed in 
publik,to take off from the people the apprehenſion 
of a} hopes of reconciliation. This pious and indul- 
gent Prince, was ſo far from revenge in his nature, 
eſpecially againſt his own fleſh and blood, that he 
malt grieyoully complaincd at. the newes of ay 
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lens death , wiſhing his own lite had payed the ran- 
ſome of his misfortune : where by the way, it may 
be alſo remembred, that after his quiet reſtauration 
to his kingdom, he would never ſuffer that man to 
be puniſhed, that not onely in his adverſity upbrai- 
ded him with moſt ſpighttul language, allies hmm 
dog and the like, but maliciouſly flung ſtones at his 
perſon, in teſtimony of his inveterate hatred con- 
ceived againſt his conditionzneither mult be forgot- 
ten the tendernefle of his affection he bore to all his 
children, yet ſtill joyned with ſuch a confidence in 
Gods mercies,and ſo much fear to diſpleaſe or to of- 
fend him, that when his child was fick, he continu- 
ed in ſadneſſe and mourning for many dayes toge- 
ther, alwayes hoping to obtain his recovery. "But 
when he found it was Gods pleaſure, he ſhould die, 
and none almoſt durſt bring him the newes, for fear 
of his further vexation, yet when he was told it by 
way of — , he preſently roſe up from the 
und with a ſeeming joyful countenance, onely 
aying, Gods will be done ; withal declaring by 
words that as long as the childe was living, he ho- 
d by his ſupplications to obtain s favour. 

t being dead, he found it was his pleaſure to de- 
rive him of the blefling ; and therefore, might of- 
morein toomuch affiicting himſelf - Socalled 

for water and meat according to the cuſtom of o- 
ther people : which certainly ſhewes that in all his 
ations, he intended alwayes to conform his will to 
the honour and glory of Almighty God, againſt 
what worldly appetites ſoever. Api, may we Cons 
fder, his extraordinary pious magnanimity , _ 
when 
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n- when water was brought him from the Well of 
ay Lethlehem,] by thoſe three valiant fouldiers, thatſo 
on manfully ventured their lives to quench the Kin 
tO thirſt , he refuſed to drink of it; aying, he would 
Al- not buy the fatisfation of his Senſes at fo dear a 
mn price, and fo ordained it as a Sacrifice for Gods fer- 
his vice, notwithſtanding at the preſent, he endured 
N= moſt exceſlive pain, by reaſon of his extraordinary 
ot- drought: however, pro hane Authors have men- 
his tioned ſome ſuch examples in Alexarder the great, 
> in and others, yet certainly this molt vertuous Prince 
of- onely performed this act of magnanimity , outof 
nu- the conſideration of a religious end, and nor indu- 
- ced thereunto, by any fancy of vain-glory whatſo- 
Fur ever; which for the molt part accompanyed all the 
die, ations of the heatheas. Amongſt the number of 
fear his heraical deedsand heavenly reſolutions, may 
by & alſobe remembred thisone, that when God Al- 
the mighty had reſolved to chaſtiſe him for numbring 
ly & the people, for that he feemed not ſufficiently to re- 
by by pas the power of Heaven, without joyning 
ho- thereunto humane-affiſtance and} confidence 'in hrs 
our. thoughts;he choſe thatPlague that was maſt gen 
de- & becauſe his own particular n might not ſeem 
 of- & freer fromda then the reſt ofthe people; which 
led ® iſhewed- a excelicac indifierency: and 
f o- & in his nature, againſt the ordinary affectivas of ran, 
| his that uſe to carry us too violently to our own con- 
llto& cernments and particular intereſts; And was the 
zinſt Y more to beadmired, in regard that God Almigh 
ons | had choſen him from a poor ſhepheard to bea mo 
that | great and glorious king , and ſo by conſequence al- 
:hen lowed 
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lowed him to enjoy what felicities could poflibly 
be lawful in this world; as a teſtimony to other 
Nations, that he not onely intended him private fa- 
vours, but alſo to honour his fame in ſtrange Coun- 
tries amongl[t the Gentiles, for the greater majeſty 
of his own power; and yetlI fay, this good Prince 
had alwayes ſo much care to pleaſe God, and ſuch a 
continual remembrance of his own condition, that 
as he declareth himſelf, his pennances were exceed- 
ing great, and his affiictions in minde in a manner 
perpetual, inſoinuch, as according to his true wri- 
tings, he waſhed by night his Couch with tears, and 
cat his bread by day mingled with aſbes ; profeflin 

himſelfto reſemble aSparrowlſolitary uponthe houſe 
top,or a ſadPelican in the Deſart. In fine,if we conſi- 
der thoſe vaſt volums which he wrote of his own 


ſorrowes, cares,and troubles in —=_ though dark- 


ly figuring therein, our Saviours Paſſion, Sufferings, 
> kingdom , we may eafily believe « Ye 
ſpent not much time in the pleaſures and delights 
of this world ; however, his youth, condition, and 
opportunities, were ſuffcient enticements to all 
earthly vanities; and onely his wiſdome, temper 
and goodnefle, withheld him from thoſe unneceila- 
ry and vain pathons, which he knew entertained, 
would neither ſeeure his own falyation , or fatisfie 
Gods juſtice. 
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The conſtant Martyrdome of old 


Elcazer. 


NE we will come to Fleazer, one of the chief 
of the Scribes, being fourſcore and ten yeers 
old in the time of Antiochas, who was not onely ex- 
cellently learned in holy Scriptures, but extraordi- 
narily verſed in all divine and humane knowledge, 


nd Þ andinthe cruel perſecution of this wicked Tyrant 
= againſt the Jewi Relgon, ſuffered a moſt glorious 
"x Martyrdom , becauſe he would not prejudice his 


rofeflion , by any manner of ſeeming hypocrikie : 

_ for being apprehended and brought before the 
Judge , re prey: denyed to obey that perem- 
L's tory command or Injunction of eating Swines- 
w- fieſh3 rather chooſing to undergo the worſt of tor- 
nd | ments, then to diſpleaſe his God either by a& or 


example; however, being loved and favoured b 


all Y ſome of thoſe bloody executioners, by reafon of his 
n Nobili d dabl ſati h 
age, Nobility, and commendable converſation,they 
oo promiſed him, that if in private he would-but ſeem 
3 


2 | focom ly with the Kings defire\, they would brin 
SMC F him other lawful fleſh to ear, inſtead of rhat whic 
was fo ſtrictly enjoyned by publique Edidqs; and 
by that means if he would, he ſhould not onely ſave 
his life, but obtain honour and reward ; unto which 
The & motion he wagon replyed, thathe would Tather 
chuſe to ſuffer death, face he held it not conveni- 
K ent 
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ent for a man of his age to diſlemble,for a little time 
of a corruptible lite , whereby many young people 
might come to be ſcandalized and deceived > for 
although at the preſent, I may faid he, be delivered 
from the puniſhments of men, yet neither alive nor 
dead, ſhall I eſcape the hand of the Almighty, but 
in departing manfully out of this life , 5 ſhall ap- 
pear worthy of my old age,and leave a conſtant ex- 
ample to youth, if with a ready and ſtout minde I 
ſuffer an honeſt death for the moſt grave and moſt 
holy Law,which being ſaid, he was forthwith drawn 
to execution, and they that led him (who had been 
before more milde and courteous) were turned in- 
to wrath, by reaſon of thoſe wards he had uttered, 
which they thought proceeded gut of arrogancy 2 
ſo that when he wasa killing with ſtrokes, he groan- 
ed and ſaid, O Lord,who hath the holy knowledge, 
thou knoweſt manifeſtly, that whereas I might have 
been delivered from death, I do ſuſtain ſore pains of 
the body, but according ta the ſoul for thy feer, I 
do willingly ſuffer theſe things + This man certain= 
ly in this manner departed this life, leaving not on- 
ly to young men, but alſo to the whole Natian, the 
memor his death for an exam ple of vertue and 
fortitude. And thus have we the cleer relation of 
this glorious Martyrdome, drawn, our of the ſecond 
bogk of the Machebees 5 which in fome ſort may 
teach duty and reſolution to all manner of conditi- 
ons, fince neither age nor honour can be privi- 
ledged;much leſs oyght any to give up their faith, or 
corrupt their mannexs,under what pretence ſoever, 
cither of pleaſure, or convenicncy, thoſe being p0- 
thing 
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thing elſe but the Divels golden bait, to draw peo- 
ple to hell in luxurious Chariots; 18 teſtimony of 
which, we will relate one of the moſt remarkable 
Martyrdoms that ever was recorded either by di- 
vine or prophane writer, fince not onely Sexes, but 
very nature it ſelf ſeemed to contend for a prero- 
gative in the ſervice of Almighty God, in deſpight 
of horrour andall the appetites of fleth, blood. af- 
tection,and any other humane inclination or world- 
ly ſatisfaction whatſoever, and with ſo high and re- 
ligious a magnanimity, that my own thoughts I 
mult confeſle are confounded in the relation , with 
wonder and admiration : however, I know the 
ſame duty of ſuffering belongs toevery perſon, if 
God be pleaſed to call fuch to the tryal 3 though of 
the otherſide, I am again comforted and encouraged 
with theſe ſayings,that he will at no time tempt an 
beyond his ſtrength, and therefore we may be co 
dent by his divine grace, we ſhall beable to doall 
things, though this grace cannot be procured un- 
leſſe our ſelves diligently comply with our beſt en- 
deayoursz which made one ſay, it was harder for 
God Almighty to fave a foul, then to Create a new 
world; for man himſelf muſt concur in the one, 


and God alone could perfted&t the other by his om- 
nipotency. 


Srange 
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Strange ſufferings of a woman and her ſeven ſons. 


T Here was as the Holy Scripture ſaith, ſeven bre- 
thren with their mother apprehended by the 


commandment of King Antiochxs to be compelled 
tocat Swines fleth , by whips, ſcourges, and other 
torments. But the firſt of them ſaid , What ſeeke 

thou, or what wilt thou learn of us; weare ready to dye 
rather then to tranſgreſſe the lawes of God coming fron 
our fathers ; W herewith the King being inraged, ap- 
pointed frying pans and brazen pots to be heated, 
and the tongue of him that had ſpoken firſt, to be 
cut out, as alſo the skin of his head to be drawn of 3 
with his handsand feet to be. chopped off, the reſt 
of his brethren and mother looking on. And now 
when he was made in all parts unprofitable, he 
commanded fire to be put tohim ; that breathing 
as yet he might be Gradin the frying-pan : wherein 
when he was long tormented, the relk together with 
their mother exhorted one another to die manfully, 
ſaying,0urLord God wil behold the truth, wil take plea- 
ſwrein #4,45 Moſes declared in the profeſſion of the Camticle. 
The firſt therfore being dead,they brought the next 
to make him a mocking ſtock, where the skin of his 
head being alſo drawn off with the haires, they aſk- 
ed him if he would yet cat before he were puniſhed 
through the whole body in every member. But he 
anſwered in his Country language, that he would 
not do it, ſo receiving the torments of the firſt, and 
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being at the laſtgaſp ſaid , Thou indeed a moſt wicked 
manin this preſent life deſtroys us:but theKing of the world 
w.ll raiſe up thoſe that dyed for his Laws in the reſurreFion 
of eternal life, After him the third is had in deriti- 
on, and being demanded his tongue, he quickly put 
it forth, and conſtantly ſtretched out his hands | en 
ing with confidence :[ From God do I poſſeſſe theſe mem- 
bers, but for the Lawes of God I do now content the ſame, 
becanſe 1 hope I ſhall again receive them of him, To the 
amazement both of the King and ſtanders by , by 
by reaſon of the young mans courage, that Genel 
to clteem the torments as nothing ; who being 
dead, the fourth they vexed in the fame manner, 
with tormenting him, and now when he was alſo 
ready to die, he fad, It is better for thens that are put to 
death by men to ecped hope of God, that they ſhall be rai- 
ſed up again by him, for to thee there ſhall not beReſurreFi- 
on un:0 life : So bringing the fifth, they tormented 
him 3 but he looking upon the King ſaid , Thow ha- 
ving power among ſt men, whereas thou art corruptible, do- 
eft what thou wilt, but think, not that our ſtock, 3s for/akgen 
of God : wherefore do tho patiently abide, and thou ſhalt 
7. his great power , in what ſort he will torment thee and 
thy ſeed, Atter him they brought the ſixth , who be- 
ing ready to dye ſaid . 6 , Be not deceived vainly, for 
we ſuffer this for our own ſakes, ſinning againſt our God, 
and things worthy of admiration are dine in us: for that 
thou x champec.v7 tofight againſt God, But the Mo- 
ther above meaſure marvellous and worthy of good 
mens memorie. which beholding her ſeven ſons pe- 
riſhing in one dayes ſpace, bareit with a good heart 
for the hope that ſhe had in God, exhorting every 
one 


one in their Country, my manfully being re- 
pleniſhed with wiſdom, and joyninga mans heart 
to a womans cogitation, ſhe ſaid unto them, 7 know 
not how you appeared in my womb , for neither did I give 
you Spirit , ſoule or life, and the members of every one I 
amed not : but indeed the Creator of the world, that 
hath formed the nativity of man , and that invented the 
Original of all, he will again reſtore with mercy unto you 
Spirit and life, as now you deſpiſe your ſelves for bis Lawes. 
But Artiochus by theſe ations thinking himſelf con- 
temned, and withal diſdaining the voice of the up- 
braider ; when the youngeſt was yetalive, he did 
not onely exhort with words, but alſo withal 
affirmed , that he would make him rich and happy 
and being turned from the Lawes of his fathers, he 
would account him a friend. But the young man be- 
ing not inclined to theſe things, the king called the 
Mother and counſelled her to deal with her ſon for 
the ſaving of his life;zwherupon ſhe promiſed him to 
adviſe her child; (© _—_ towards him as mock- 
ing the cruel Tyrant, ſhe ſaid thus in her Country 
language, My ſor have pitty of me that have born thee in 
my womb nine moneths , and gave thee milk for three 
yeers, nouriſhing thee and bringing thee to this age; The. 
ſeech thee my ſon look, to heaven and earth, and all things 
that are inthem:;, andunderſiand that God of nothing 
made them and mankinde : So it ſhall come to paſſe, that 
thou wilt not fear this tormenter,, but being made a wort 
partaker with thy brethren , take thou death that I may a- 
gamreceive thee with them:When ſhe was yet deliver- 
ing theſe things,the yong man ſaid, For whom fray ou, 
T obey not the commandment of the King, but the ordinati- 
or 
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on of theL aw which was given by Moſes, But thou that art be- 
come the inventer of al malice againſt theHebrews, ſhalt not 
eſcape the hand ofGod,though we for ourſins do ſuffer theſe 
things : and if the Lord our God hath been angry with ws 
alittle for rebuke and corretion , yet he will be reconciled 
acain to his ſervants; But thow 0 wicked, andof all 
men moſt flagitious , be not idly extolled with vain hopes, 
for thou haſt not eſcaped the judgements of Almighty God, 
who beholdeth all things : My Brethren having ſuſtained 
ſhort pains, are become under the Teſtament of eternal life: 
but thou by the judgement of Almighty God, ſhalt receive 
puniſhment for thy pride, And I alſo as my brethren, do 
yeeld my life and my body for the L awes of our fathers, in= 
vocating God to be propitious to our Nation quickly , and 
that thou with torments and ſtripes mayeſt con -lſe that he 
is onely God ;, but in me and my brethren ſhall the wrath 
of the Almighty ceaſe, which hath juſtly been brought up- 
or all oxr ſtock, Then the King incenſed with anger 
raged againſt him more cruelly above all the reſt, 
ing it grievouſly that he was mocked, ſo this al- 
fo dyed unſ{potted , wholly truſting in the Lord : 
where laſt of all, after the ſons the Mother was con- 
ſumed, and thus ended theſe moſt glorious ſuffer- 
ings, wherem may be conſidered theſe following 


particulars. That feven goodly young men, in the Conſiderati- 
very flawer of their age ſhould with ſuch courage 23%vponthele - * | 


and fortitude, not onely willingly deprive them- 
ſelves of all worldly honour, my for the love of 
God, fince the Tyrant offered them what prefer- 
ments they could almoſt deſire, quitting their Law, 
but to endure with ſuch admizable conſtancy, the 
craelleſt of torments perſonally, whileſt in the in» 

terim 


ſufferings, 
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terim their vettuous and moſt magnanimous Mo- 
ther, with religious, though grieved eyes, ſtood by 
likea heavenly rock, to behold her children dif- 
membred and torn in pieces by the violence of 
ſtripes, ſcourges, and other exquilite deviſed tor- 
tures, never almoſt invented before by humane ma- 
lice and ſubtility z wherein appeared not the leaſt 
ſigne of wavering or vain-glory : But of the con- 
trary, were ſo for from julrifying either their acti- 
ons, —— or ſanctity, that they profelied 0- 
penly , they ſutfered thoſe: puniſhments juſtly for 
their own lins;z as; they hoped in expiation. of 
the general faults of the whole Nation 0 _—_—_ 
and to that purpoſe comforted and confirmed each 
other with godly, pious, and valiant exhortations, 
full of comfortable aflurances in the mercies and 
goodneile of Almighty God, who would raiſe them 
up at the laſt day, tothe comfort of themſelves, 
and the abſolute confounding of all his enemies ; 
where alſo may be remembred the Pathetical, 
grave. and wiſe conjurations of their moſt brave 
and holy Mother, that however ſhe did not know. 
how ſhe had framed their members in her natural 
womb, yet ſhe was aſlured, that their ſupernatural 
father, if they continued conſtant to the end,would 
again give them new fpiritand life, to his honour, 
and their abundant felicity , not ſeeming at all to 
deſire their comfort and converſation in this world, 
{ſince that ſatisfaction could endure but a ſhort time, 
but onely wiſhed to pollefle their companies in an 
eternal and heavenly manſion , where they might 
enjoy one another, Ge ever before the face of God, 


by 
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by way of an infinite bleſiedneſie, and to —_— 
poſe, after ſhe had joytully beheld the laſt cataftro- 
phe of her ſons conſtancy and molt violent ſuffer- 
ings, their dead bodies being expoled to her view 
i facrifices of humane cruelty , ſhe offered 
up her own life moſt couragiouſly to be conſumed 
alſo by torments,as a full period to theHecatomb,m 
confirmation of her own faith, and asa worthy ex- 
ample for her Nation to all eternity ; which heaven- 
ly Traged , IT hope, is more then a ſufficient teſti- 
mony to " £he , that theſe people could not have 
been drawn away contrary to their duties, by the 
fond and idle vanities of theſe times, that renders 
ſo many now careleſle cither of belief or manners. 
Neither can we ſay theſe onely have given patterns 
to the world of their holy and admirable conſtancy, 
ſince the Primitive Church after our Saviours ww 
on, hath produced ſome ſtories of the ſame nature, 
that were acted alſo by heroical perſons of the fe- 
male ſexe. 
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The wonderful life of Saint John the Baptiſt. 


I. of all, we ſhall mention Saint Johx: the Ba 
tiſt, whoſe ſins certainly could no way make 
him deſervedly liable to thoſe auſterities he exerci- 
ſed upon himſelf, though it ſhould ſeem God Al- 
mighty nevertheleſle thought it neceſſary, that the 
forerunner of his dear ſon, ſhould make plat the 
L eps 
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ſteps of his Saviours Paſſion, with wonderful exam- 
ples of penance in his perſon, as a cleerer teſtimo- 
ny that it is unpoſlible b but by ſuch means to pleaſe 
God,or at leaſtwiſe to have an abſolute intention ſo 
todo, if the occahton be preſented 1n this humane 
life 3 for we muſt be aſſured this world was not cre- 
ated tor a Paradiſe, bur for our pilgrimage ; neither 
did cver yet any perſon go to Heaven, bur either 
——_— the fire eribulaticn, or by the pradice of 
mortification, exampled by elus Chriſt himſelf up- 
on carth, and imitated by all the glorious Saints and 
Martyrs of his Church the very f(t beginning 
of ti and muſt ſo continue _ the end of the 
world ; however, lefle and more according to the 
bleſſed leaſure of Almighty God, who will have 
ſacht ies from his ſervants, for more 0 aa 
marks of their own interiour ion to himſe 
regard of the benefits they have received from is 
eternal Majeſty , notonely for their Creation , but 
odfbrvacken and Redemp nl To which pur = 
as I ſay, we may conſt far” the life of this great 
phet,who as it d ſeem,notwithſtanding his fu 
riviledge of being thegreateſt,that was ever 
babe of a woman, could not be exempted from the 
mortifications beton ng to humane condition, 
which in his own - he performed moſt rigo- 
not onely in debarring himſelf from all 
delights, but in abſtaining from his neceſ- - 
ear that ſhould have adminiftred to 
his conveniency and ſubfiltence : for as we reade, he 
went at ſeven Jeers old into the Defart, where he 
could not have lived, but that he was ſupported, 
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and relieved by the ſpecial grace and affiſtance of 


Almighty God, beyond the ordinary courſe of na- 
ture. Beſides, he was _ CERT in Camels 
haire, and fed upon Locuſts and wild hon i= 
ther drinking he nor ſtrong drink ; whichbeing 
in my opinion the higheſt expreſſions of a morrtifi- 
cd lite, are ſufficient examples to ſhey, that this ve- 
courſe was ordained him from Heaven, to teach 
the world pregnant documents of voluntary afffi- 
ion, towards the fulfilling of that new Law, that 
was to be eſtabliſhed ſhortly after by our Saviour : 
ſince neither his Senſes nor his underſtanding ſeem- 
cd to cntertain any earthly ſatisfaction, accordin 
to the cuſtoni of other people; which manner 
living notwithſtanding he continued many yeers, 
wherin was ſpent and waſted the chief flower of his 
age,as being by a prophetical ſpirit (no doubt)fore- 
told, before he came to any ſeeming or competent 
yeers of diſcretion, that it was not onely moſt neceſ- 
fary, for his maſters ſervice, but abſolutely agreeing 
with Gods will, that he ſhould exerciſe the fame 
Authority, which Jeſus Chriſt determined both to 
teach and prafice in his converſation .a- 
mongſt men; and to this purpoſe our Saviour was 


. never mentioned by holy Scripture to laugh inall 


the time of his being here, thongh frequently he 
ſhed teares for the fins and miſcries of the world 
moſt plain and evident teſtimonies, that at Icaſtwiſe 
_—_ from usa convenient fuppreflion of all 
inordinate paſſions and appetites. Furthermore, 
when this great Saint came to the full period of that 


tune for what he was deſigned, he not onely inſtru- 
L 2 cted 
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ed the people without any manner of flattery or 
connivency,in thoſe high myſteries belonging to his 
calling, but moſt earneſtly preached {till penance to 
their cares and conſiderations, as if nothing but a 
proportionable meaſure of that wholeſom ſalve, 
was to beapplyed. And did neverthelefle main- 
tain his own profound humility in ſuch an excel- 
lent nature, that notwithſtanding the largeneſle of 
his Commiſſion and dignity of his ales; To would 


not be brought by all the admiration, and almoſt a- 
doration of ſuch perſons as came to hear him in the 
wilderneſfle, to confeſle any power or good belong- 
ing to himſelf; though his words and ations ſeem- 
ed to the vulgar and rude multitude*moſt miracu- 
lous, but alwayes referred the honour and praiſe to 


him which was to follow. And to that purpoſe ſent 
his own Diſciples to be inſtracted by our bleſſed Sa- 
viour, whomalſo in the fleſh he would not have 
baptized, -meerly out of a trembling reverence at 
the deep conſideration of his divine perſon,though 
he was onely ſent into the world for hes effect, it he 
had not been urged thereunto by an abſolute neceſ- 
ſity, as fearin archer to offend , by reaſon his 0+ 
bedience might have been brought in queſtion. And 
laſt of all may be conſidered, that whereas he might 

robably have received what honour he had plea- 

ed from Herod, if he would any way have comply- 
ed with his wites unlawful ambition , and his own 
violent luſt;yethe was ſofar from giving of any man- 
ner of countenance toeither, that he told the ince- 
ſtuous King publiquely, with a moſt bold courage, 
and zealous intention, that he could not by the 


Lawes 
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Lawes of God keep his brothers wife, In proſecu- 

tion of which admonition, -he willingly laid down 
his life, for the exat maintenance of Religion and 
Juſtice. And thus ended that moſt glorious cham- 
pion and Herald of Chriſt his happy dayes, to our 
cxample and benefit, if we concur allo with the 
ſame ſupernatural Grace offered from Heaven, to 


ſupprellie inordinate paſhons and fleſhly appetites ; 
which onely keep the Soul from afting nobly ac- 
cording to the intention of our Creation. 
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The ſmall ſatisfation of earthly plea- 
ſures confedered. 


Ny we have done with theſe holy men, we 
will a little fall upon: the confideration of. the 
ſmall GatisfaCtion. or prerogative of. earthly felici- 
ties or ambitions, that appear ſ@ exceedingly to be- 
witch our underſtanding,in ſo much as they ſeem to 
take from our very hearts all manner of eticcual de- 
fire to proſecute not onely this obligation of a no- 
ble gratitude to God, but hinder us from procu- 
ripg the leaſt ſecurity to our ſelves, contrary to the 
example of theſe godly people, mentionedin my: 
Diſcourſe; who certainly . enjoyed the ſame facul- 
ties of nature as we do,, and therefore might have 
ofleſt the like appetites of humagity, 1f Grace 


d not predominated. In demonſtration of —_ 
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I am perſwaded, nay Iam aftured, that if all the ex- 
quiſite Epicures in the world, and wilſeſt Statefmen, 
were gathered together in one Councel, to confult 
and deviſe a way tora perſon toenjoy a perfection 
of happinelie upon earth,and a full power were gi- 
ven to all his Senſes in each faculty, to taſt every de- 
light of nature in the ſuperlative degree, not being 
6þ jet to any natural reſtriftion , or could be inter- 
rapted by accident, yet he would finde ſome defects 
in the poileſion, not anſwering his expectation ; if 
not otherwhile a kinde of weariſomneſle in the ve- 
ry fruition, by over much fatiety z which apparant- 
ly would be demonſtrated by his coveting ſome- 
bing elſe, which he ſuppoſed he had not, to the 
new perturbation of his unſatisfied minde. And 
this plainly ſhews, that mans true and perfe& con- 
tent , muſt be fixed in a higher Region then in this 
world, toafford his thoughts reſt and quiet. Of 
the other fide we ſee, ambition confiſts wholly upon 
the matter m nothing but expectation and opinion, 
fince it is evident , we are more taken with hopes of 
honours tocome, then abſolutely ſatisfied with 
thoſe that are preſent. As for example, what 
4 there at School, that doth not heartily deſire 
tobeaman, t h youth be eſteemed the darling 
of nature, becauſe he apprehends to want ſome- 
thing of his perfeCtion in his boyiſh eſtate? Again, 
what man is there, that is arrived to that period of 
yeers, that doth notas carneſtly wiſh to be in his for- 
mer condition > Apprehending the roo faſt com- 
ing on of old age as a defe&, which ſeems not one- 
ly to be a vexation, but ſome horror to his near"? 
1 
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if he carry about with him nothing but humane 
conſiderations. Alſo if we reflect upon the many 
chances of mans lite, we ſhall finde, that the pains 
and care we take to pamper our ſclyes, and nouriſh - 
our ambition, do more then weigh down the plea- 
ſures we can any way hope to obtain; for that all 
our delights are moſt commonly interrupted either 
by infirmities, or ſome other croſle accidents, uſe a- 
ny induſtry we. may to the contrary, Neither 1s 
there any perſon of what happy Calling or degree 
ſoever, but ſeeins oftentimes even weary of his 
own time 3 inſomuch, as when day comes, he with- 
eth for night, and in the night he longs paſſionately 
for day 3 and fo from one re to another, 
{till hoping to enjoy new felicity, as if he had not 
yet taſted ſufficiently towards the fruition of a per- 
tect ſettlement 3; being carryed. onely thereunto by 
his roving fancy and unfatrsfied nature : which ar- 
gues, that the very diſpofition of man cannot be 
made happy with this world, in what degree foe- 
ver obtained. And to this purpoſe weſce, new in- 
ventions and delights muſt be: hourely, or 
multitudes of divertiſements of alt kindes, the 
more inſenſibly to paſſe away the houres and dayes 
of our life, and yet nothing ſeems fo terrible to-our 
apprehentions, | as to think our' time ſhould+'eyer 
come toanend. So that we neither can be content 
to think of leaving this worldin any manner',//but 
of the contrary, hateall remembrance of it ; and 
yet, incfiet wedo nottake any real pleaſure to 
poſieſſe life. Wherefore, Imuſt conctude with this 
principle; that ſince earthly concernments are but 
at 
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at the beſt mortifications as we make them, how 
much better were it, and more agreeing with rea- 


ſon, the contrary being no other then an impious 
madneſle,not to make uſc of ſuch vexations(which 
will come __ us do what we can) towards the ob- - 
taining of ſuch a happy ſtate, asneither admits of 
defed or ſuffers termination. So that ſince it is ap- 
Parant, that our thoughts have no circle to walk 1n 
ut.that of Religion to finde out not- onely divine 
ſecurity , but as may ſay humane ſatisfaction , ac- 
cording to the very words-of theHolyScripture,that 
bids,us firſt ſeek the kingdom of God, and all other 
things ſhall be givenunto us; it muſt needs be an 
intire lunacy, to involve our actions and defires in 
too many ſenſualities, and much more to nouriſh 
our pride and torment our thoughts, with inconve- 
nient and - violent» ambitions, by ayming at that 
which ina manner nothing can arrive unto,but vain 
imaginations, whilft in the mean time we leave the 
ellential point of. ourhappineſle altogether unre- 
garded, O madneſſe:.of man-kigde /. And yet we 
are (ofoaliſhly tranſported nd all reaſon, with 
this violent deſire vt carthly ſatisfattion , that if at 
any time we enjoy but aſmackering of worldly va- 
nities, ' we-become ſo paſſionate to make a further 
progrelle zherein, that we cannotxzeſt day nor night 
without aflidting our mindes, as it weredeſtroying 
in ourſelves thoſe very comforts;thar-God' Almigh- 
ty intendsbarely for humane conſolation. How- 
ever, I donot ſay this totake away abſolutely from 
a man; theappetite of; all confcionable 'and ndble 
affections, for that were totally to:overthrow honeſt 
| induſtry 
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ind and lawful endeavours; ſecing it is little 
lefle evil to do it, then ayme at nothing ; eſpecial- 
ly for that we are not able alwayes, to employ our 
thoughts and actions intirely in the effecting of di- 
vine things, or converling inwardly with Angels; 
but my intentions hereby are, to have a body ſo to 
ſquare and regulate his paſſions,by a diſcreet rule of 
moderation in all his deſires and undertakings(con- 
fidering what any can go about of — concern- 
ments, are not onely in every reſpett ſubject to di- 
verſity of accidents, but in themſelves never fo wel 
obtained, not worth our chief conſideration) as 
not to be confounded or overmuch diſtaſted, either 
by needleſlevexation,if they may not be purchaſed 

or to fall into too much Gerda botin again lo 

after they are once had. Anda great deal lefle 
ought we to be afflicted when fuch tranſitory _— 
are taken away from our poſleflion, by the immedi- 
ate hand of Almighty God, who knows beſt what 
diet weneed in the whole courſe of our frail life. 
For as we deſire earthly acquiſitions (eſpecially ſu- 
perfluities) more out of a vain opinion to be ſaid 
OT _— we have them in our power, then out of 
any real benefit we hope for, or enjoy by the poſlef- 
ſion 3 ſince for the moſt part our ſervants are parta- 
kers with usalike, if not oftentimes in a greater 
meaſure in the ſenſual uſe of them 3; 'ſo of the other 
fide, if we look onely upon the point of reputati- 
on and eſtimation.in being thought to poſſefle much 
beyond the capacitic of other people, which as 1 


ſaid before han on meerly upon/anaify dpivioh, 


we may have the ſame honour by letting thern' go 
| M 


pa= 


"0 


Orr ts... AM OOO TC” I ec 


patiently, or loſing them gallantly; and a great 
deal more if no perſonal fault by carelcſle negle, 
be laid deſervedly to our charge, then if we ſhould 
have poſleſfied them to our ſelves and heires for ma- 
ny laſting generations; witneſle the late King,who 
will be moreglorious in after times (according to 
many mens judgements) for the extraordinary can- 
queſts his conſtancy and courage got oyer his op- 
3 Tſe as a1 if he had quietly and peaceably dy- 
edin his beda natural way, after along and flou- 
riſbing reign, poſleſt of all his humane honours and 
Dominjons. Truly the effec of vertue is of ſuch 
a property, that it cannot be taken from us either by 
time or power 3 whereas riches and worldly pre- 
ferments, arc for the moſt part, more belonging to 
fortune and accident then to our ſelves. Neyer- 
theleſic I ſay, this vertuous benefit cannot be obtai- 
ned , without ſome abſolute or ſignal yictory pur- 
chaſed over all baſe and earthly paſſions and atie- 
Gqions. And to ſhew how much God Almighty 
hath been ever pleaſed to honour, and in a manner 
to eternize in this world ſuch endeavours, eſpecial- 
ly when grounded upon Religion and good inten- 
tions; there have been many perſons that onely 
have ſought Caves and Deſarts for their habitati- 
ons, toavoid all kinde of remembrance, as divers 
holy Saints and Martyrs, who indured in their par- 
ticulars, as much ſcorn, contempt, and neglect, as 
humane malice could invent, or their own humility 
deſire; yet both their names and fame live now a- 
 mong(t us with that eminency, asif theiractions 
had beca continually recorded ( whilſt they were 
| iving 
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living) by multitudes of writers, according to the 
cuſtom of the Meads and Perffars;, when as moſt of 
thoſe great and gloricus Kings (with many other 
Monarchs of latter times) I may confidently aver, 
have wanted Monuments, or at leaſtwiſe a true re- 
lation of theira&tions, notwithſtanding the onely 
Heaven they detired after their deaths was, to be 
continued treſh in the memory of poſterity. - So 
that we may boldly affirm, there is neither teal fe- 
licity or certain content tobe hoped for it! this 
world, depending upon 'any manner of fenſualiry 
or ambition, ſince all things defired without doubt 
are but either ſurftits or opitiion , akthough # man 
ſhould every day in the yeer, be furniſhed with va« 
rieties according to his own wiſhes, and each houre 
in the day, could gain ſtrength and vigour to enjoy 
them 5 inſomuch- as it is unpoffible a mans minde 
can be ever ſatisfied, without preſcribing to him- 
felf a moderation in affetions: which triify will 
not be had unleſle he place his thoughes chiefly up- 
on the intention of his Creation; and by.that means 
reſolve to uſe rhe things off this life with temper, 
ſince as I mult fay often, th  onely given us for 
our recreation, and not for our Heaven : which 
determination and no other, will ſoon render all 
accidents, not qnely conveniently indifferent and 
neceſfry to durpreſent and flitzre being, bur ever 
by ſuch reſolutions, accompanied with ſome pro- 
portion of Orace, (not to be compafled but by this 
mearis) we ſhall be ableto make extrears advants- 
ges of crofles and misfortanes, thar ds what we 
can with all the ehdeavours and power of this 
M 2 world 
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world, will {till comeupon us, and roour further 
vexations, if we prevent not the apprehenſion of 
ſuch accidents by higher delignes. In concluſion, 
whoſoever can put himſelf in this happy conditi- 
on, Worn he may be maſter of ny." Ah tem- 
perance 1n all his actions, probably in a ſhore time 
may finde out a paſſage toother vertnes, until at 
laſt they bring him to that content , which he can 
never obtain by his inordinate paſhons; fince the 
world will not afford what it was not made for. 
And therefore it may be eſteemed a maxime of the 
wiſeſt Philoſophy to think , there is no happineſſe 


ſogreatin this life, as to be well able to diſgeſt all 
unkappineſle. 
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Whether or no when we bave gained this wicte- 
ry, there muſt not be ſomething to di- 
rec} win Gods Worſhip, of 


an itifallible nature. 


Ut now when we have gained this noble victo- 


ry over our paſſions, though we may eſteem the 
greateſt part of our work Re , in regard that 
naturally fleſh and blood are the chiefeſt obſtacles 
ainſt divine reſolutions and ſelf content ; yet ne- 
 vertheleſle, we may fail in the obſervations of thoſe 


duties, belonging to the neceilary worſhip of God, 
whereby our happjnefle will come alſo .- be Cp 
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ſtroyed; if we ſubm:r nox our ſelves to ſom infal- 
lible diretions, which certainly can be no where 
found but in the Church of Chriſt, framed by his 
own hands, and ordained to be the Tribunal of the 
Conſcience,placed here upon earth, not onely to in- 
ſtruct and chaſtice, but to aftord us true conſolati- 
on. So thatT ſuppoſe, it will not bealtogether im- 
pertinent, to iba a little concerning the pro- 
perties thereof, in that its juriſdiction and authori- 
ty, ſeemeth to be the very Baſes and foundation of 
all our belief. To this purpoſe it muſt be firſt con- 
ſidered, whether ſuch an Aſlembly hath been eſta-' 
bliſhed or no. Certainly humane experience teach- 
eth us, that there was never yet any Law given toa 
Nation or a people,but aTribunal alſo was ordained. 
to be aJudge of that Law, as well to inform the Sub- 
jects concerning the doubtsof the right interpretati- 
onof the inane preſcribed,as to determine the 
due execution of them , that people might neither. 
retend ignorance or uſe malice, without being in- 
ſtructed in the one, and puniſhed for the others 
much leſle may it be thought that God Almighty, 
who is wiſdom and juſtice 1t ſelf, would have im 
ſed obſervations of a myſtical nature upon his elta-* 
bliſhed ſubjets, without having inſtituted as well 
a way how they might be inſtructed in their igno- 
rance, as corrected in their {tubbornnelle : eſpecial- 
ly when the truth of thoſe heavenly principles gt- 
ven were impoſiible to be known to proceed from. 
him , but by ſome ordinary information , agreeing 
with their capacities and underſtandings. For how- 
evycrin the beginning thoſe Documents, might be: 
confirmed. 
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confirmed by miraculous inducemenrs, to ſome few 
particularly inſtructed to that purpoſe, yet could 
they not well be continued to poſterity, but by u- 
fads wayes , lincc every perſon was not ordained to 
be a Prophet, or to talk with God face to face as 
Moſes did , whogave our Anceſtors the firſt metho- 
dical rules, which ever ſince have been maintained 
amongſt men by tradition from hand to hand. 
Neither is it likely that this omnipotent, and as1 
may ſay, molt affectionate Providence, would have 
leile care for the preſervation of the unity of Re- 
ligion with the Chriſtians, that are a people gather- 
ed and extracted from all the parts of the world, 
differing in tonguesand kindred ; and ſo by conſe- 
quence have more need of his affiſtance, rhen he 
had toconſerve it in the twelve Tribes of 1ſrael,that 
were a generation onely confined to one Conntry, 
and therefore could not fo eafily differ in points of 
Faith , or be corrapted in manners for want of due 
information ; yet nevertheleſle we ſee God Al- 
mighty held it ſo neceſlary a thing with thoſe few 
people, though united and circumſcribed, as I ſay 
mto a moſt narrow and ſmall circuit of ground an 
Territorie, that he had alwayes his Church and 
High Prieſt amongſt them, unto whoſe Decrees our 
Saviour Chriſt himſelf commanded the Jewes to be 
obedient(however the men at that preſent that go- 
verned were moſt corrupt and wicked) onel 
cauſe they ſat in Moſes chair, and enjoyed of right a 
fupernatural prerogative, w way of an or 
facceſhon which he intended ſhould onely contr- 
nue until after his paſſion , that he might RE 
is 


his ore laſting and hol Church, which by his own 
promiſe is to indure without —r apa wage uatil the 
end of the world, being inviſibly tobe alwayes go- 
verned by the Holy Ghoſt, for the more aſſuredneſs 
of infallibility, which plainly ſhewes that fuch a 
thing muſt be upon earth; Whereunto are annex- 
ed alto theſe marks of power and perſpicuity, (ince phe rn al- 
it is ſaid, he would not onely a, I Tabernacle in fo annexed to 
the Son figuratively , meaning his Church, but we the condition 
are admoniſhed in holy Scripture from our Sa- jy, * "_— 
viours own mouth, that whoſoever will not hear 
his Church ſhall be eſteemed no better then a Hea» 
then and a Publican; which truly would ſeem to 
any man a moſt impertinent ſaying,if there were no 
ſuch Aflembly upon earth to be heard and liſtened 
unto: For it 1s not to be ſuppoſed, we ſhould upon 
all occaſions mount into Heaven, either to be in» 
ſtructed in our doubts, or to give information a- 
ainſt our neighbour erring, ſo that of neceſlity, 
there muſt be ſome Congregation or Tribunal on 
earth eſtabliſhed to that purpoſe; beſides, by the , 
very Articles of our Creed, weare to believe the 
Holy Catholick Church ; which implies a certain- 
ty of there gy a thing, before we can believe 
what it ſayes. that we may conclude it a moſt 
ridiculous madneſle,to think > Aa is no viſible and 
real place or Chair upon earth, where men may go 
to receive true and undoubted information con- 
cerning matters of Religion ; eſpecially when it is 
not credible that every particular perſon ſhould 
have ſufficient direQtion. by Revelation, fince the 
greateſt Prophets that were ever ſent into the 
| world, 


That this AC 
ſembly muſt 
alſo be infalli- 
ble. 


world, were conſtrained to fetch their inſtrutions 
oftentimes from others. 

In thenext place it is as neceſlary to believe, that 
this eſtabliſhed Aflembly muſt be infallible, as that 
it isatall; ſince if it ſhould be otherwiſe, our di- 
reftions would ſometimes miſle, and ſo conſequent- 
ly we might ignorantly contract errours in our 
wayes and endeavours, inſtead of running ſurely in 
the dire&t path of Almighty Gods principles and 
commandinents towards our future htvarie : For 
it is evident by the rules of reaſon, upon all inten- 
ded certainties, there ought to be ſome means pre- 
ſcribed us, whereby we may be ſure we are right. 
As for the purpoſe in all humane matters, we are ac- 
cuſtomed, to uſe the benefit of weight, meaſure, or 
ſome other experience, before we have ſufficient af- 
{urance any thing is juſt according to our intenti- 
on : much more are we to believe, that our Saviour 
—_ Chriſt, after having ſhewed ſuch a myſtical 
ove in our redemption , would not have carelefly 
expoſed us to a dark Labyrinth of confuſion and in- 
certainty concerning the knowledge of his Law, of 
ſuch a conſequence to be obſerved; nay, rather it 
1s to be ſuppoſed; he would have written it in braſle 
for our better inſtruction , if he had not ordained 
an Aſſembly onely for that effe& ; but for a greater 
confirmation of our purpoſe, we may remember 
what the holy Scriptures tell us; that the Charch 
is the pillar © Truth , and therefore conſequent! 
cannot be falſe; neither could Gods revealed will 
and pleaſure in an ordinary way and without nfira- 
cle, come tobeknown to our humane underſtand- 
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ings, but by the Records delivered untous, by the 
unqueſtionable Authority of the Churches rraditi- 
on , that renders them Authentical to our belief, 
without which they have no ſeal of exempliticati- 
on or teſtimony, fince it is not enough to ſay, that 
one place of Scripture, is perfe&ly able to interpret 
another, without a more allured rule, when as we do 
not know by our own reading and particular Sci- 
ence, what places are true Scripture and which not, 
having onely the letter of the book to look upon 3 
and aut can we be affured that we do expound 
thoſe*writings right as they were intended 5 be- 
cauſe it belongs not to any private ſpirit ſo todo: 
of the contrary , it may be feared according to the 
words of Saint Peter (eſpecially if we uſe too much 
preſumption) that being unlearned and unſtable, 
we may the Text to our own damnation. So 
that of neceſlity there muſt be ſomething above 
our _ , not onely to bethe interpreter of this 
Law, but alſo to tell and ſhew us the Law it ſelf that 
was ordained, ſo that I muſt leave it to any eommon 
underſtanding to confider what can be -more pro- 
per for this then the Church of God, that he hath 
promiſed to be withal until the confummation of 
the world. We may alſo extract another aſſurance, 
out of the old Teſtament, which is that God AL 
mighty ſaid, -in time to come he would chuſe ſuch 
an Aſlembly by orderly ſucceſſion , whoſe ſpirits as 
it is written ſhoutd conſerve knowledge, and the 
true Spirit ſhould-be put into their mouths , 
generation to generation for ever. Whereforel ſay, 
as this muſt needs be ftieant onely by theuniverſal 
N Church 
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Tenents of the COrding to ſome Athieſtic 
age,that would whether or no God Almighty have appointed man 
onely have a 
Law of natere 
or Moral: 


Church, ſo of the other ide, ſuch perſons cannot 
be but eſteemed moſt ridiculous in their opinions, 
that Will not allow this Allembly , rhe prerogative 
of knowledge and interpretation, and yet do al- 
ſume to themſelves, _ being ignorant in a 
high nature, a molt infallible way of trading, 
as well what books are [Divine Scripture, as altd 
what interpretation ought truly to be given to eve- 
ry Text, though they are plainly forewarned of the 
x to by thoſe very Epiltles that they themſelves 
have judged to be true Scripture z but as thy few 
roofes may be ſufficient, as I ſaid before, To per- 
wade any reaſonable and competent - "on ha 
ding, concerning the infallibility of this Aſſembly, 
inſtituted by our Saviour, and governed by the Ho- 
ly Ghoſt ;. this being granted, that of neceflity we 
mult believe the Atlſembly , we cannot by any rea- 

ſon deny our obedience to the Authority. 
But here perhaps may come a new queſtiog , ac- 
lical Tenents of theſe times, 


any other rules, then the Law of nature, meaſured 


for out only by his own private judgement? which cer- 
tofol- tainly are moſt grolle and abſurd opinions; for by 


theſe maxims, there ſhould be no difference be- 
rween Men and beaſts in their courſe of living,fince 
the latter have a kinde of order allowed them to 
uſe by the meer inſtinct of nature, though they 


want reaſon. As tor —_— they ingender ſea- 


{onably, procure to themſelves competent food and 
relt, with a certain care alſo of their owa preſerva- 
tion, and in like manner wift defend thoſe of their 
kinde ; 
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kintlez ſometimes with the deſperate hazard of 
their lives, And man by this rule thould do no 
more, which not onely teems repugnant to Gods 
wiſdome , but is againſt the dignity of mans creati- 
on 5 in his not recetving or enjoying ſome preroga- 
tive in his employment whullt he is here, by reaſon 
of his cternal condition hereafter; fo that with- 
out doubt God Almighty intended man, fome ex- 
traordinary work in this world beyond other crea- 
tures that were ordained meerly for his uſe and fub- 


liſtence, _oving placed in him a reaſonable and un-' 


derſtanding ſoul. And certainly this — 
can be no other then ſome- unmediate and particu- 


lar ſeryice belonging ro his own worſhip, which 
other creatures are notable to perform , as being no 
way needful for their condition , fince they can nei- 
ther know God, or are ro expett any thing after this 
life is ended. Whereas man being capable of both, 
his Creator hath placed him herntes Gow time,that 
he-may make uſe of his own faculties, cither for his 
benefit or condemnation; but for a further contir- 
mation of this Reaſon, there never was yet any 
ople ſo rude and ignorant in their converſation, 
[a uſed a reverence, if not a real worthip or Sacri- 
tice to ſome ſuppoſedDeny or other, which they not 
onely counted moſt facred, but themiclves particu- 
larly with akinde of a wonderful awe were reftrain- 
ed from offending in their concerved rights, as fear- 


ing otherwiſe they might be puniſhed by a ſuperna- 
tural power 3 which er thewes that nature nt felf 


teacheth all to obſerve ſuch priaciptes,. os 
that they had foth ti by tradi 
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ſome Documents to that _ from the very in- 
fancy of the world, though they had loſt the perfect 
uſe of them. Foritis not to be ſuppoſed, that men 
ever living amongſt Rocks and Mountains, could 
without any mannerof information 6r inſtruction, 


have invented ſo much of Divinity as we have de- 
clared, without ſome inducements, \ —_—_ mylſtt- 


cal profeſſion doth ſeem to agree with their rough 
kinde of converſation, or wilde appetite and 
therefore ſuch people could not but deſire to be at 
the moſt liberty. So that as it js evident, by all the 
_ of Nature, and Arguments of Reaſon,that 

od Almighty hath deſigned himſelf a particular 
worſhip upon earth, ſo hath he revealed the manner 


how to be performed from time to time to his 
Church, which for the moſt part put it down in wri- 


ting , conſerving ſuch Records inviolably without 
corruption , and delivered them in that manner to 


p_y with many other Truths, by way of ver- 
al 


Tradition, as the Articles of our Creed, and the 
like, amongſt which Precepts we have the Ten 
Commandments, that in effect contain the whole 
Law both Divine and Moral ; wherefore fince-it is 
apparant, that our great Creator, hath appointed 
his Godheada real worſhip in this world from man, 
anſwerable to the dignity of his Creation ; and 
that he hath revealed the particulars of his pleaſure 
by Scripture, the truth of which Records, being to 
be tryed and approved by the Church, having onely 
the Girls of right interpretation, we are by an infal- 
lible conſequence not onely to obey,but relye upon 
this Aſſembly. 


Some 
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Some general inſtruftions concerning the pras 
Fice of Gods own proper and im- 
mediate worſhip, J 


Ur now that we have found out that God Al- 
mighty mult have a real worfhip; weare as well 
to be in{trcted how it muſt be effefted , which may 
be reduced to theſe particulars, Firſt, that there 
muſt be uſed a holy and divine Sacrifice, that was 
inſtituted by our Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, as an eflenti- 
al duty belonging to his Majeſty and Godhead, 
which cannot appertain by any means to- any crea- 
ture. Next weare taught alſo, that it- be perfor- 
med withan outward reverence and an inward in- 
tention, accompanied with love and attentiveneſle;z 
however, more particularly to be obſerved and put 
in practice, at thoſe times when we are obliged by 
the orders and rules of the Church, togive our per- 
ſonal attendance at this grand duty commanded. 
And ſo by conſequence not to entermix our devoti- 
ons willingly, with any vain or idle cogitations, 
ſince if ſuch diſtractions be frequent, they are appa- 
rant demonſtrations , that although God Almight 
hath our body in point of Ceremony, yet he Toth 
not poſlelic the heart in matter of love. For when: 
weare tranſported by diverſity of objects, it is un- 
poſiible bur that there mult be ſome defect in _ 
10N , 
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&ion ; co prevent which , when we perceive ſuch 
diſtempers, to ſteal upon our deceived Senſes and 
wandering appetites, by reaſon of the frailty of 
our nature, that ever ſeeks the loweſt Center, ac- 
cording to the baſe matter of which our bodies 
WEre feſt framed, weare obliged by a ſpeedy and 
diſcreet correction (upon the leaſt apprehenſion )to 
call in queſtion our omifhons , rea Religious 
judgement. And this principally, to prevent an il] 
cuſtome growing upon us, leſt it may ſoon take ſo 
great footing in our manners, that if not reſiſted 
within a ſhort time, will abſolutely, though una- 
wares, deſtroy that Grace in our fouls that is neceſ- 
ſary, as well to keep us from being overcome by 
dangerous temptations, as to make up capable of 
doing good inſtead of evil. *Tis true, ſucha con- 
tention at the firſt, may prove ſomething irkfome to 
many ; eſpecially to youthful diſpoltions , that 
commonly take delight in varieties, who naturally 
are diſtaſted and wearied with ſetled objects; yet 
certainly the more fucha vertue is practiſed with 
courage and reſolution , the greater eaſe ſhall a per- 
ſon finde daily in his devotions, untill it bring him 
in the end, not onely to obtain an abſolute vidory 
over molt of his ons, buteven toentertain a 
ſingular delight 1n every exerciſe of Religion 5 
which once made a mans chief bufinefle, I am per- 
{waded, their is neither honours, ſenſualities,or any 
worldly pleaſure can afford ſomuch content; but 
tor the better obtaining of which benefit, we ought 
not at any time to pretermit our daily and ordinary 
cuſtames of devout exerciſes, whether in reading 


or 
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or praying, without urgent occaſion, npon any flat- 
et ring prerenſions of conveniency & neceflity, that 
the devil and the fleſh do often ſuggeſt roonr wa- 
vering imaginations, as baits onely laid for diverſi- 
on, leſt by ſuch omiſltions we contract more {loth- 
ful inclinations in our ſelves concerning the perfor- 
mance of any vertue; when as of the contrary,” in 

obſerving punctually times and ſeaſons for our de- 
votions, we ſhall apparantly hinde a kinde of hear- 
ty zeal in our ſoules towards Gods ſervice in moſt 

things. As for the purpoſe, there be ſome people, 
that will ſit in a manner continually day and night 
at Cards or the like, withoutever Gomn ing to be ty- 
red, whenas the leaſt time ſpent in holy exerciſes, is 
a vexation to their thoughts : Whilſt of the other 
[ide, fuch employment to a truely religious man, in 
a Monaſtery, to be enjoyned him as a penance, 
would appear perhaps to be a mortification of ſome 
extraordinary nature. The reaſon being onely this, 
that the one hath procured ſuch a proportion of 
Grace, by his frequent and diligent obſervation of 
his duty, that it renders the contrary diſtaſtful unto 
him 3 whereas worldly perſons have fo benummed 
their zeal, and deaded their underſtanding by give- 

ing way upon all occaljons to ſenſualities, that no- 

thing ſeems delightful to their thoughts, that is mi- 

xed with any religious obſervation. Alſo many 

new converts in their firſt entrance into Religion, 

appear wonderful zealous in their profeſſion , be-. 
cauſe for the moſt part, they em I wa their whole 

time concerning the bulineſſe they are about, by 


reaſon of the need they have of inſtruction in m— 
and. 
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and cuſtoms; whereas others of a longer ſtanding 
not ſeldom are. wearied out with knowing too 
much , and pradtiling too little; and fo by degrees 
begin to lack in theirdaily and ordinary devoti- 
-ons, until at laſt they make what 1s or ought to be a 
duty, a meer formal Ceremony and no more 3 which 
ſhews that intentional diligence procures fervour, 
and fervour obtains Grace. But certainly as no 
cold way of devotion can poſlibly pleaſe God, ſince 
he hath declared to ſpue them out of his mouth, 
_ who are onely lukewarm in his ſervice; ſo have we 
multitudes of teſtimonies even amongſt the barba- 
rous Gentiles, as if nature it (elf taught a man a 
fervour ſhould be uſed in his Religion, without an 

other inſtruction. In teſtimony of which we wy 
that when Agamemnon and the other Princes of 
Greece were to take their journey toward the Cit 

of Troy, it was thought a neceſlary _ , whereb 

to make their voyage proſperous, and to xmas 
the anger of the Gy deſsDiaxa,that their Captain & 
General ſhould Sacrifice his own daughter ; which 
truely was a ſufficient expreſſion of fear to offend 
thoſe falſe deities, as alfoa moſt evident argument 
of the care thoſe people had , diligently to perform 
their Rites, and obſerve thoſe principles comman- 
ded them. In like manner the Romans never came 
home with victory obtained againſt their enemies, 
but the firſt thing they did when they entred the 
Town, was to vilit the Temple of Jupiter in the Ca- 
pitol with Triumph, whereby to render thanks to 
the gods for their ſucceſle, and this Ceremony was 
not to be performed by them(ſclves in perſon , but 
being 
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being accompanied with their whole Army, that all 


might be partakers and joyn in the common duty 
_ Sacrifice, In Holy $cri ture wefinde that the 
Prieſts of the dumb Idol Baal, performed their impi- 
ous devotions in their contentions with righteous 
Elias,by ſtrange and wonderful cuttings and mang- 
ling of their bodies,to render the god propitious to 
theirPrayers;which truly were effettua 
earneſt thoughts, though pernicious attions. A- 
in, with what extraordinary want of compaſſion 
oth to themſelves and poſterity, did the deluded 
people ſacrifice thier own children by fire to Molech, 
accompanied with the noiſe and ſound of many in- 
ſtruments, becauſe their ears ſhould not be won to 
any manner of pity , by reaſon of their fearful 
{hrikes and cries, whilſt their bodies were burnin 
and conſuming in that terrible manner. All whic 


no doubt could not be done without a great deal of 


fervour and confidence in their horrid and barba- 
rous rights, that at leaſt may ſerve to reprove the 
cold practices and cuſtomes of theſe times. Beſides 
if we ſeriouſly refle& upon the intentional devoti- 
on of the tyrannical Turks, we may finde perhaps 
occaſion enough (by reaſon of their frequent ex- 
ample) to condemn our extravagant thoughts and 
looſe actions in the performance both of our exteri- 
or and interior duties in our facred and comman- 
ded Religion : Since as it is confidently reported, 
there are many Santons or Saints, as they call them, 
living in that Country, who having made a Pilgri- 
mayge to the Tomb of their falſe Prophet Mahomet 
have put out their own eyes, becauſe they would 
O 
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be no more obliged to behold any earthly things ; 
as eſteeming all other lights (after this ſuppoſed _ 
ly journey ) molt vile and prophane, and in this 
manner reſolve ; to die cloyſtered up in ſome dark 
Dungeon, excluded from the converſation of man- 
kinde. O God, if the devil have ſuch power, to 
infuſe theſe reſolutions into the ſtony hearts of Ig- 
norant Infidels, what internal madneſle is it,that not 
onely obſtrudts ſo much divine cogitations of Chri- 
ſtians, being preſent at thoſe ſacred myſteries, But, 
when they arcabſent, involyes all their thoughts 
andaGtions ina thoufand fantaſtical and dangerous 
ſenſualiries :: to whom I awuſt proclaim, that their 
condition in the day of judgement, will be a milli- 
on of times worſe, then the {tate of thoſe that igng- 
rantly worſhip any falſe deity, witha hearty zeal : 
for certainly God Almighty more looks at.the. in- 
tention of man, then at the capacity he hath to do 
him ſervice, ſince no humane employment whatſo- 
ever can in its own nature, any way be beneficial to 
his Godhead or Divinity, but meerly by accident as 
it tends to our own ſalvation, wherein his mercy 
and goodneſle doth more abundantly appear. 
Wherefore as we ſ{ce, not onely by the direction 
of the Church, but by the examples of all other 
oo in the world, there is a neceſhity of a certain 
Pin e of fervour in all manner of a&s of devotion; 
however, more eſpecially in the eſflential part of 
Gods worſhip; So ought it be eſteemed the moſt 
higheſt Treaſon againſt the Majeſty of God to deny 
him publiquely, when there is occalion of ſuch con- 
teflon, ml pocritically to uſe this ſervice as a tal 
| onely 
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only to compaſle worldly ends by a ſeeming though 
not _ compliance : and to this purpoſe often- 
time sperhaps _ people come to theSacraments, 
beſpotted inwardly with divers hidden crimes, 
without having made due examination of their 
own Conſciences, or putting on any reſolution to 
mend either for the preſent, or {q———— to quit 
their fins till they leave them. In which poſture 
they neither make true confeſſions, or reſolve upon 
any charitable ſatisfa&tion 3 whereas we are obliged 
by the declared principles of this infallible Church, 
I have ſo often mentioned (the very Conduit that 
conveys untous, if not the Grace of God, yetat 
leaſtwiſe the knowledge how we may obtain it) to 
cleer our Conſciences from all fraud and deceit; 
and with a moſt humble and ſorrowful reverence,to 
approach thoſe high and dreadful myſteries, ordain- 
ed for mans ſalvation. Which being impiouſly 
perverted, turn into the worlt corruption concern- 
ing our manners; however, it ſelf being intirely 
ure, can receive no detriment atall. -Wherefore 
I ſay, let thoſe fantaftical ſpirits, that either make 
phar or humour a parcel, if not oftentimes the 
chief part of their Religion, take heed, leſt not one- 
ly the judgement of God puniſh with rigour their 
hypocriſies in the next world, which will not be pre- 
vented, but alſo ſhew ſome marks of his indignati- 
on in this liſe, againſt their impious diflemblings; 
ſince many nat examples myght be produced to 
that effect out of very approved Authors, if there 
were any need to ſtrengthen this certainty by hu- 
mane relations. For it is _—_— we have admonitt- 
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ons and in{tructions out of very Scripture it ſelf,the 
belt warrant of all others, which ſaith , omitting 
divers others, that the fleſh profiteth nothing ; to 
be underſtood in my opinion, that the receiving of 
the bleſied Sacrament availeth not one jot in out- 
ward Ceremonie, unlefle it be accompanied by a. 
real and pure intention of the receiver. Which 
wasalſo apparantly verityed in the laſt Supper our 
Saviour made with his Apoſtles, when as the eleven 
were {trongly confirmed in their faith and vertue 
by their good intentions in that boly inſtitution and 
exerciſe, as bringing love to accompany their duty 
and ſervice, whereas Judas that wicked Traytor cat 
Chriſts body with a falſe heart and a corrupt ſoule, 
which made him not onely at that very inſtant go 
go forth haſtily to perform his horrible intentio 
without ſeeming at all to reflect upon the hainouſ- 
neſſe of his crime, but afterwards it took from him 
the leaſt appearance of any Grace, inſomuch as he 
neither could not repent, or have any confidence in 
Gods forgiveneſle ; and therefore, onely 1n a deſpe- 
rate mariner returned the money he had taken, and 
reſently went and hanged himſelf, who elſe might 
ve found as much mercy as the Thief didupon 
the Crolle ; Since Gods goodneſle is beyond all 
tranſgreſſions of man, provided there be a fitting 
compliance on his part; which however as I ſay, 
cannot be obtained, being accompanyed with any 
manner of h pocrific and difiimulation, in regard 
God Almighty is onely the God of Truth, and not 
af deceit, as himſelf "Morn often declared. Beſides, 


Saigt Pa tchls us , that he that takes the Sacrament 
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unworthily, decerneth not the Lords body, to his 
farther guilt nad condemnation. So that we may 
confidently conclade, Who doth not prepare him- 
ſelf as he thould, in the entertaining of this admi- 
rable benefit intended for mans preſervation and 
{alvation, doth fit his perſon the readier for the de- 
vils ſervice and pofleſhon ; ſince (as 1 ſaid before) 
God Almighty doth chietly aym at the heart and in- 
tention, without which he will not be pleaſed, by 
what formality. ſoever; neither can his omnipotent 
juſtice be couſened by any humane hypocrilie, lince 
his divine Science was able, as- you. have heard, to 
ſift the ſubtile thoughts of the very Angels before 
they fell; wherefore it is a moſt ridiculous Chymera 
to think , that the grolle craft of man can cover or 
conceal any thing from his infinite knowledge, and 
as much ſimplicity accompanied -with impiety , to 
believe, that man hath power to prevent his own 
puniſhment, if he offend this omnipotent Science 
in this nature, Which being granted, the onely 
way to make this neceſlary preparation is, exattly 
to follow the rules and directions of. the Charchz 
that is, intirely.to be ſorrowtful for our faults, to 
confelle them truly without any manner of guile or 
affetation 3 and laſtly (th 4 

make full and willing ſatisfaction toany we have 
injured, without all which conditions, asno ſeem- 
ing abſolution that is given, can be valid, ſo ſhall 
the receiving not onely be molt horrid, butthe 
groan ſacriledge can be committed upon earth, 


ce neither long Prayers, exact Faſtings, or fre- - 


quent-Almes deeds can profit any thing to purpoſe, 
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without theſe punctual or intentional obſervations: 
for its ſaid that God Almighty is a jealous God, and 
will not be farisfied without our whole heart and 
beſt aftions, which being freely beſtowed upon him, 
he is not onely moſt cafie to be pleaſed, but ready in 
every occaſion to coverand ve the frailty of 
our nature, that at the beſt hath ſufficient need of 
the aſſiſtance of his heavenly Grace, being elſe able 
to donothing. Theſe conflierations may ſerve to 
putus in minde as well of our own duty that we 
owe our Creator, by an exterior and interior Sacri- 
fice, with other obſervations contained (upon the 
matter) in the firſt three Commandments beloag- 
ing immediately to the proper and particular wor- 
ſhip of God; as alſo ought bring in like manner in- 
to our remembrance other duties, appertaining to 
humanity and converſation, numbred, as I may ſay, 
in the laſt ſeven injunCtions delivered to Moſes 
Where it may benoted, that God Almighty was 
ED to ſhew a moſt admirable goodnefle, in that 
e took but three Commandments to himſelf, and 
left the reſt for our neighbours benefit, whereby the 
better to conſerve charity in all our intentions. But 
for that the ſuppreſiing of our paſhons and appe- 
rites 1s the only way to begin theſe common duties, 
without which they cannot well be performed, I 
ſhall diſcourſe chiefly upon two Capjtal fins, 
namely pride and ſenſuality , which in truth con- 
rain or occalion all other vices; the one ſeeming to 
bear greateſt domination in the ſoul, asthe other 
doth in the body. And firſt I will ſpeak of pride, 
m regard it niaketh war with the nobleſt part, that 
we 
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we have immediately received from God by way 
of infuſion, though joyned with our earthly ſub- 
ſtance, or over-powred by it, it becometh lefſe able 
to at towards the intention of our Creation, 
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Of Pride beeng the chief wice belonging 
to the Soule 


Pi*e I may ſay, not onely fools the underſtan« 
ding toerrour,but involves our actions with in- 


juſtice. Being compoſed of partial ſelf-love, and 
extraordinary falſe opinion, not ſuffering us to 
know our ſelves rightly , or behold others with in- 
difterency, And was ſo odious to Almighty God 
in the beginning, that he puniſhed the firtt demon- 
ſtration thereof in the Angels, by the greateſt effects 
of his wrath, as of the contrary, he redeemed man- 
kinde by the higheſt example of humility , con- 
demning them without revocation , becauſe they 
had ſo offended againſt the Majeſty of his glory, 
with a kinde of a knowing preſumption, and ſaved 
us by the paſſion of his onely Son, for that our frail- 

ſecmed fomething to plead ourpardon before the 

hrone of his Mercy. Pride confounded Pharoah 
and all his hoſt in the Red Sea, when as the humili- 
ty of Moſes conducted the children of 1/rae! ſafely 
tothe Land of Promiſe. In fine, the meckneſle of 
the bleſſed Virgimmade her the Mother of God , 
the greateſt prerogative could be beſtowed upon 


mor- 


mortality : and inſolency turned the mightieſt Mo- 
narch of the earth into the nature of a beaſt, one- 
ly to feed u the herbs of the field. This violent 
| Sukag I | no is the more hard to be perceived, for 
that however it be lofty in its own proper quality, 
et it doth notalone appertain to perſons of the 
higheſt conditions, which ſhewes it claims a hidden 
and ſecret intereſt jn the Soule, not alwayes appear- 
ing viſible; for that there muſt be ſome certain con- 
currency of power to make it ſhew it ſelf to others ; 
however, it proves to be of a moſt dangerous con- 
ſequence,when it gains too great a liberty of work- 
ing among{t the common people, that lack both e- 
ducation and diſcretion to temper their own rude 
appetites; as being not ſo ſen(ible as nobler perſons 
of honour and humanity, which renders them alto- 
gether barbaruus, when eminency asan object of 
their envy, comes within the compaſle of their 
power ak ſpight,which might be demonſtrated by 
many ſad, bloody, and terrible examples. But as it 
is unpoflible to judge rightly of this humour in the 
diſpoſition of any man, becauſe it conkilts in ſoma- 
ny ſeveral expretſions, and appears upon divers and 
multitudes of occaſions, ſo1s there no better a way 
to finde the diſeaſe in a bodies own perſon, then 
ſtrictly to fift the Conſcience by the rules of reaſon 
and Religion , witha kinde of equal confideration, 
free from all partiality; that is to fay, whether or 
no he intend all the honour and eſteem he defireth, 
chiefly for the ſervice of God, accompanied with a 
due conſideration of the intention of his Creation 


whereby he may not exad from another ig his mind 
ſome 
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ſome unlawful due,more then appertains unto him- 
ſel£to ſome others loile or derogation:for otherwiſe 
I will not call any manner of _—_ that is defired 
pride. Since as naturally we can but coyet our own 
good, and (o conſequently to attempt eſteem. So 
when it is demanded and required with moderati- 
on,as an indubitable right belonging to our fortune, 
merit, and candition, there 18 no 1 

either to God or a third perſon. For naxdoubt e- 
very man may as well conſerve his honour as hise- 
ſtate, both being inherent rights t6 him and his 
polterity. And certainly thoſe that deny us thoſe 
MA: dues, arenot onely themſelves myurious, 
but may be juſtly taxed of pride, if not of rude in- 
ſolency; which I rather ſay , becauſe in thefe days 
there may be noted a kinde of injurious in- 
tention in moſt of the inferior ſort of le, to 
withdraw themſelves from obſerving all ancient 
decorum in this nature. An appetite m my opini- 

on that hath not onely lately d EX 
the government of this kingdom, but hath deſtroy- 
cd already mach of the gloryof the Nation, ſince 
convenient maſt be obferved to render any 
Commonwealth happy , leſt confufion at laſt take 
ary for Magiftracy and obedi- 
ence towards peace and unity. But of the contra- 
ry we percerveour inclinations only given to ftu- 
y vainglarioufly our own private eſteem, without 
havingeither due conſideration of others rights, or 
charitably being - willing to refle& upon meaner 
conditions, in that they _ ſabordinate'tous in = 
fl; (1 4,4. 4 13 Wanortas 


—_—_— all done, - 
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worlds eye, though equal with us in Creation 3 
without doubt we may conclude, that ſome dan- 

crous inflammations doth pollcls our inward-part $ 
TH will not long want a ſubject to.work upon. 
Nevcitheleſle the humour of 1t ſelf for the moſt 
part is ridiculous, ſince it is not the vain opinion of 
our own perſonal deſerts, that can. render us more 
worthy in the thoughts of others, if we deſerve not 
the conſideration, and it we do merit a particalar 
regard in.ſbmefew things, we deſtroy that eſtimation 
we. covet. oftentimes by expreſling too much vio- 
lence in the defire. There is. another kinde 'of ig- 
noble pride, proceeding from low and -poore 
thoughts, and not from the inflammation of ho- 
nour and courage, which makes people, though in- 
ſolent in poſterity, yet moſt baſe and dejetted in ad- 
yerlity , rather courting reſpect and eſteem by way 
of flattery , from contemptible m_ uporr atiy 
falſe tearms of injuſtice, then induſtrioully endea- 
vouring brave and gallant deligns to.gain commen- 
dations. This I know to be the cuſtome of many, 
who ſeem todelire vulgar . peoples applauſe, when 
they appear carelelle of the knowing approbation 
of religious and worthy men, either being rhaps 
confident of the number of the commenders , 'or 
not having, a ſufficient capacity to judge of the 
right yalue of both. ; However, to ps which 
the better, they will profelle a kinde of equality in 
their ations, with the worlt of their companions, 
as if neither birth nor vertue were tobe eſteemed : 
pretending thisto, be done-out of good nature and 
ome huoulity extraordinary in their diſpoſitions, 
——_ ſo 
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ſo:to level thanſelves with others, when T am confi- 
dent often rimes, is procceds from the quintefctnce 
of Pride,;as not knowing elſe how to be ſo well ob- 
ſerved: Thus much I haveſaid, becauſe T would 
not have theſe low humours of the age be taken for 
humility,or aconſtant and laudable bravery m mens 
thoughts and actions, to be mterpreted pride, ſince 
the cuſtome of the one, and the want of prattice of 
the other, not onely made our Anceſtors glortons, 
but haverendred our ſelves: moſt unhappy. 'For 
where ſtations are not kept tomeaſure out'to people 
their deſert; it 3s unpotſhble- with any confildenteor 
alacrity: to proſecute to the end/ the courſe of ver- 
tuez which Kome, h cwever a Commonwealth, ob- 
ſerved molt punctually , orelſe could never have 
come to that greatnefle ;\ and to'this purpoſe allide- 

grees had their places, to —_— worth dnd'me- 

rit, as marks of political reward ;- though now that 
rule and order, as I may ſay , 1s eſteemed either folly 

or preſumption: - 'Tis true, I cannot -deny;,* but 


there hath been ſhewed often times in theattjony bf 


great Monarchs, toogreat an infokence'*6gntetniny 
their deportments3'1gnorance certainly 'being the 
cauſe at anytime, hk ride appears too muck'to 
outward view. ' But withal, we finde Nerv the've 
worlt of humane monſters, was more then _ t 

in his diſpoſition; with a'vain and: foolifh zmbitic 
of popular praiſe, thatrendered him not onely r= 
diculous to all men of anoble and worthy converſa- 
tion, but made himereallyiornel toall ſuch as' oppo: 
ſed that humour, not being willing to ſee a mighty 
Emperour contend with common fidlers in the o- 
P 2 pen 
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Theatre, for vulgar applauſe,and in that poſture 
a away the ſweat wk his own hand, becauſe 
the people were delighted with his obſervation of 
their ordinary cuſtoms z which certainly he did on- 
ly becauſe he was tranſported with a mad and 
polteroys deſire of praiſe proceeding no donkt frm 
the higheſt jnſtigation of pride. And yet this proud 
man was ſv bale in his diſpoſition, th Soliſh 
in his thoughts, that when his wickedneſtc had de- 
ſervedly tumbled him from his Empire, his deluded 
fancy. was. yet bewitched with a ridiculous vain- 
glory, inſomuch, as he aymed at nothing but to be 
cophned into the Country of Egypt, there to exer- 
ciſc his trade of finging amongit the common 

whoſe a00n E oo I y _—_— (asit may 
imagine ond all other greatnelie. So that 
we may conclude, as Pride often times is accompa- 
nied with the worlt cruelty, ſo not ſeldom is it 
zoyned with a contemptible want of courage : wit 
nefle alſo the ordinary people of Holand, who are 
inſolent without meaſure,and yet cowardly beyond 
other Nationsz however, they have had alwayes 
that fortune, to make other Countries to fight 
for their pride , which chemſelves perſonally durſt 
got maintain. Certainly,a noble diſpoſition either 
hates Pride, or it with humanity, which at 
leaſt renders it rable, whereas contrary 
makes it barbarous. But for that the effetts are di- 
vers, according to accidents and natures, we ſhall 
diſcqurſc alittle of ſeveral parts of this humor. 
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Many dependencies belonging to this infernal 
Lady Pride. 


Here is no doubt but Pride may be without en- 

IF h envy cannot be without Pride 3 
therefore ma likened to extradted poyſon from 
a dangerous Plane, forthat Pride is not deadly of it 
ſelf, but by way of uſe and application, retaining 
the capacity, though not always working the effett. 
But envy of the contrary, ever hurts cither a mans 
ſelf or others; And remains like a concealed flame, 
at the beſt ſeeking occafion to burſt forth tothe de- 


{trution of ſome good thing, and in the interim 


conſumes where it lies hid. Neither can itat all be 
ſatisfied, becauſe it ayms not onely at unreaſonable, 
but __—_— periods; that is, to darken the Sun- 
ſhineof vertue, which will now and then appearin 
if pight of what black clouds ſoever of malice, for 
thatit isof a pureand - ſubſtance by na- 
ture; whereas thoſe 0 

compoſures are diſperſed by every winde or little 
rain of diſcovery; for although falſe and counter- 
feit ſtones, ſometimes with falſe and ſophiſticated 
art, may ſhew fair to the view of ignorant perſons, 
yet when the Diamond is produced in competition, 
they ſoon loſe their laſter and belief. Moſt com- 
manly this appetite is ingendred in thoſe perſons, 


who 


er and more ignoble 
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who are defetive in themſelves, though they do 


not ſufficiently perceive their own infirmity, and 
lefle the capacity of others to dif cern z and by that 
means ina wrong poſture go about to ſet up their 
particular eſteem, or ny ſcekito pull down o0- 
thers to their own level, This humour truly is ſo 
much practiſed in this age, asI have heard ſome ay, 
that ſhortly it would be eſteemed a crime to laugh, 
for fear of being held toenjoy too much innocent 
content, though without othereminency,. Which 
makes me in my thoughts to cry out for Academies, 
to in{tru& youth in verrue and morality. For if peo- 
ple would but ſtrive by a noble induſtry, to render 
themſelves deſerved patterns of emulation, and not 
examples of envy to others, there would be no time 
left them, to entertain ſo unprofitable a peion, 
from whence proceeds nothing but falſenefle in 
converſation, diſtraction in abſence , and revenge 
in actions, without any benefit at all'purchaſed ther- 
by, either to/preſent content, or future ſatisfaftion. 


The property .; ASenvy may be ſaid to bea corroding mineral, 
-of Revenge. | 


drawn from that huge mountain Pride, fo revenge 
may be compared to hot and firy vapours, that often 
break from thence,toa kinde of ominous deſtru@ti- 
on.: Or rather may be termed Prides worſt executi- 


oner & bloody ſervant. But however, it aims 4 | 


$ 
at dangerous and unhappy periods,yet certainly the 
progreile 4t makes for the moſt part is ſweet and 
pleaſant to depraved natures, fince it affords not 
onely delight. by reaſon of that: vicery it alwayes 
hopes for, but proveextreamly pleaſed and fatisfi- 
ed, being obtained 3 however, I muſt confeſle; the 
Joy 
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joy indures not longs for moſt commonly ſome 
Kidde of deſpair followes ſoon after; yet never- 
theletle, - in the interim during 'the profecation, a 
wicked man 1s not much tormented 1n his thoughts, 
for that the pation of revenge, doth alwayes tran- 
ſcend the apprehenſion of danger, which 1s the rea- 
ſon that ſo unhappy a reſolution 1s continued ;, for 
notwithſtanding it proceeds no further then inten- 
tion, wauting time and conveniency to execute, yet 
the determination alt the while is ſo ſtrongly ac- 
companyed, with hope of effecting, and ſo buſied 
m ſeeking the beſt opportunity, that it never gives 
a perſon of a malicious nature, leaſure to be ſad or 
melancholly : Whereas of the contrary, envy ſeems 
{till to oppreſle with a cold deſpair , that never af-- 
fords any manner of content or ſatisfattion,- Al- 
though envy berhe leſs dangerous pro penrgigee CCr- 
rainly revenge is the more noble humour, for tharit 
1s ſtill accompanyed with ſome hazard , whereas 
the other feems ever to bark afar off, or whiſper pri- 
vately in the dark ; though perchance neither have 
hearts good enough to forgive, or great enough to- 
forget 3 revenge is juſtifiable in none but in the ſu- 
pong power , who is pleaſed to call his divine ju- 
ice by that name; for he may onely revenge inju- 
ries with rutribution, whilſt wealone can but conſi- 
der them with'/an interftion of prevention, fince if 
we go further, we do but uſurp his office and'con- 
demn our ſelves, Nevyertheleſle, we may ſafely pu- 
niſh, _— lawful Commiſſion , derived from his 
heavenly! ſword of [Juftice, eſtabliſhed here upon - 


earth for our more honeſt and regular converſation; 
3 though: 
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.thoughthis too muſt be put in execution without 
all partiality, leſt revenge happen to be encreaſed 
by hypocrifie under the pretence of = 

The next imperfteGion of the Soul I will mention 


of Vainglory. ſhall be Vain=glory,which in truth is no other then a 


.certain kind of weak lunacy or fantaſtical madnefle, 
ingendred between pride and want of judgement, 
for that inſtead of perſwading our ations to be e- 
ſteemed by others, thereby we make ourown per- 
ſons become ridiculous; ſince for the moſt part we 
dream that every extravagancy, ſhould procure be- 

-lief and opinion in thoſe, that have no cauſe to be 
partial, Beſides, the humour or vanity is accom- 

-panied with ſome ſpecies of ill nature, as well as fol- 

y 3 for they that poſleſle theſe fancies in their diſ- 
poſitions, look ſo much upon thir own paſlions,that 
they altogether paſſe by anothers deſerts, by which 
means they fall oftentimes to be hated by all, in- 
ſtead of being valued by any ; as it were never ſee- | 
ing but through a _ pectrveglaſſe, at both ends, 
- they either behold-toomuch, or apprehend 
too little ; not being able ro judge rightly of their 
own wants or others perfettions. By which means 
they-appeare moſt commonly like men half drunk, 
that are readier for expreſſion, though unfitter for 
atiov, Which I may ſay again,is a paſſion fomuch 
in faſhion in theſe trmes, that people ſeem to be- 
tranſported with certain thoughts , asif they had 
been onely their own c ſcarce allowing God 
gy Fow 4 ſbare-at all in their being and for- 
tunes. To cure thisdiſcaſe,men ought to look up- 

-onGod net. onely as the Author of y_—_—_ 
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alſo to conceive each reaſonableCreature to be fram- 
ed by the ſame hand, wherein no difference hath 
been made and intended, but by accident or Grace. 
For as the Diamond and the Flint are not of equal 
vertues in every reſpect; ſocach is profitable in its 
kinde : the one bearing price, as the other. produ- 
ceth fire; wherein the latter ſcemes notwithſtan- 
ding better to comply with mans commodity, 
though the former rather procures admiration. So 
that if we have partsabove others in our own ap- 
rehenſions, let us make uſe of them with mode- 
ty, and they will appear more illuſtrious to the eye 
of the world; if we want ſuch abilities, though 
we may (in ſome ſort) cover our defects, we ought 
rather make them up with our goodneſle, then ren= 
der our ſelves worſe by aſſuming what is none of 
our own, to the injury of others. | 
Diſobedience 1s not onely another effect of Pride, piſobedience * 
but was the firſt ſin that ever was committed upon nother elfedt 
earth by humanity, wherein God Almighty was ſo * _ 
diſpleaſed againſt man,that nothing but the death of 
his own Son could aſlwage his wrath. Beſides, the 
contrary is ſo neceſſary a property to be continued 
ed inall conditions, that the world cannot ſubfiſt 
without it. However, I may boldly ſay, this latter 
age hath not onely created ſtrange thoughts con= 
cerning this duty, but almoſt hourely producerh 
wonderful examples againſt the maxime : however 
we ſhall ſet down only three common duties of this 
kinde, proceedin m the firſt infancy. of the 
world, which Rind made good ever fince, both 
by the. Commandments of God, and all Moral Do- 
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cuments. We will firſt begin with that obedience 
that is due from Children to their Parents, which 
(ſetting aſide Gods own immediate Precepts) is an 
oblipation challenged by way of natural nght, for 
having brought us into the world, that elſe ſhould 
have been nothing 3 Children are bound to afford 
their Parents, atall times, and upon every fitting 
occahon, an obſequious reverence, though never (o 
much under anothers juriſdiction ; as allo another 
duty of gratitude for their education and preſerva- 
tion in their infancy, which neverthelefle 1s to be e- 
ſteemed more or lelic , according to the care was 
had of their perſons, when they were not able to 
provide for themſelves ; inſomuch,as no deficiency 
of the Parents part (in my opinion) can take a- 
way altogether that humane reſpeft and honour 
that is due by nature. As for example, When a 
daughter is beſtowed in marriage, alt h by that 
means ſhe becometh under anothers juri{dtion, 
and in that regard, cannot diſpoſe of her ſelf with- 
out her husbands leave, towards their ſervice, yet 
certainly ſhe is ſtill obliged to afford them upon all 


convenient occaſions,a dutiful reverence;neverthe- 


 teſle, I muſt confeſle in theſe times, we hold it ſuffici- 


ent ſatisfaQion, if children become not wholly re- 
probates to their own deſtruction, without having 
any conſideration of their Parents particular. The 
next obligation of obedience is due from fervants 
to theirMaſters, which however it be limited totime 
and contract, is rot onely to be obſerved in Conſci- 
enceaccording to the conditions agreed upon 3 but 
alſothere is acivil duty of reſpett to be obſerved,af- 


rer 


5 


ter the time is expired, unlefle ſome juſt cauſe hath 
been given to the contrary. But, for that I 
intend to {| ſomething more hereof in another 
place, I (hall mention onely now the laſt obedience, 
which is due from the Subjects to their Prince, inſti= 
tuted, as I may ſay, in the _—_— of the world, 
which may be divided into three kinds. Thefirſt 


was that purchaſed - Wy wholly uſurped 
ve been ca 


and therefore might off again , upon 
the firſt opportunity : however, the continuance 
did —_ render it lawful to poſterity. The ſe- 
cond was domeſtick or voluntary , verified in the 
rſon af Abraharw, over his pious and godly fami- 
ly, which was approved no doubt by God Almi 
ty, when he commanded them to fight with thoſe 
who had taken unjuſtly Lot priſoner 3 again, Abre- 
hams Dominion was juſtified , when he tyed his ſer- 
vant. by an oath to provide a wife for his ſon : and 
the laſt is that of compa and agreement, which 
makes ſubjetts by their own conſent become un- 
der the power of rule, as may be teſtthed by Pha- 
ra4h and his peoplezwhich work was brought about 
by Jeſeph,when his ſabjeds changed their for 
ſubbltence and livelihood.” And this being con- 
traced for, and afterward confirmed by proſcripti- 
os, could not again be caſt off, without incurring 
the ties belonging to Rebellion. For the 
could not have avoided the lawfulneſſe of the ju- 
riſdiction (notwithſtanding their cruel perſecuti- 
on and {hvery) butthatit was the declared wilt of 
God, rev jcularly to Moſer, this. by thar 


means they ſhould be freed ————— 
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Of Iagratitude 


whoſe power are rightly contained, all the govern- 
ments of the earth. 

Ingratitude is not onely another efftet of Pride, 
but may be ſaid to be a molt ignoble property, ſince 
it doth not onely defraud goodnelle of -its due, but 
ſeems not willingly to encourage vertue in any kind 
which was the reaſon that the wiſe and brave Ro- 
mans, ranked itamong(t the worlt of vices, and to 
that purpoſe appointed puniſhments forthe oftch- 
ders, God Almighty fir(t fell out with Cain for his 
ingratitude, though he afterwards condemned him 
for his hypocrilie. Traly I may affirm, this vice ap- 
_ to have gotten a particular juriſdiction in this 

ation at preſent, ſince many of thoſe molt obliged 
prove the greateſt Traytors to their benefactors 
neither 1s this done covertly and in the dark, but 
moſt commonly is owned as a piece of excellent 
wit; and ſo conſequently eſteemed a kinde of ver- 
tue, for fervants to be unfaithful in their duty, or 
friends to deceive truſts committed unto them : and 
ſo far hath private intereſt taken poſſeſſion of ho- 
nour, good nature, and conſcience, that every per- 
ſon that walks according to theſe old maxims, is ci- 
ther eſteemed a fool or a Heretick, Certainly God 

uniſhed the devils with the greater indignation, 

r that in their thoughts they were unwilling to be 
thankful for his benefits 3- whereas man had a con- 
dition annexed to his condemnation, becauſe it was 
frailty rather then an intention of ingraticude, that 
cauſed him to offend; however, he ſeemed more 
really and punctually to have broken hisCommand- 
ment. For my part I hold thoſe as worthy wy 
raiſe 
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raiſe monuments to vertue,as thoſe which good for- 
tune hath made famous; ſince however they may 
have wanted the opportunity and conveniency of 
ating , yet nevertheleſle they retain in their minds 
a certain intention of honour. 

The next appetite of Pride is ambition, however, ,.. 
it is onely it but by accident or intention, ſince no- ,,qirs proper- 
thing renders that name unlawful, but either too ty. | 
much paſſion in the proſecution, or over much de- 
fire by way of private intereſt; yet ſome perhaps 
will quarrel with the name onely, [which I cannot 
but except againſt ; for as the too much coveting of 
honour and preferment out of a perſonal reſpect, 
renders the Livn unjuftifiable : and ſo by conſe- 

uence proves to be a meer ambition 3 ſo of the 0- 
ther ſide, a moderate ſeeking of a juſt eſteem, is no 
more then a natural indulgency , warrantable in our 
humane condition, ſince without this hope for the 
moſt part , our ncble endeavours ſhould want re- 
compence, whereby mens vertuous intentions 
would cool in the proſecution, before they could . 
come to a ripeneſle fit foruſe or example. Forift 
our frail natures had no other object to behold, then 
barely that reward weare to expect in the next 
world, it is to be much feared, that people would 
grow lo ſlack in endeavouring of laudable (nay I 
_ ſay) neceſſary things, that at laſtall honour 
and vertue would be in danger to be wholly neg- 
lefted, by which means unworthy perſons ſhould 
com to be of equal Authority with the beſt, and 
no _ at all given to induſtry. As for exam- 


ple; What ſouldier would expoſe himſelf willingly 
to 


om 


” Ofcovetoiſ 
nefle a+ a de- 


pendant of 
Vride. 


tothe hazard of the Cannon, without ſome expe- 
Ration of recompence from his General; or it a 
baſer man then he were to be elteemed alike. Nay 
let us but conlider, how many great Schollers or 


-grave Clergy-men, notwithſtanding they are ſuffici- 


ently acquainted with the depth of Conſcionable 
rules and maximes, would with ſo much violence 
follow theirſtudies to gain learning, unleſle they 
thought their Science ſhould advance them above 
other men in eſtimation 2 though ſome few may be 
found altogether mortified in their worldly paſli- 
ons. We ſee alſo Children and youths are induced 
tolearn, by promiſed honour and preferment in 
their ſtudies during their being at School. And 
certainly their pious and Religious Maſters, would 
not _ in their tender yeers ſuch principles, if 
every kinde of ambition in 1ts own nature were un- 
awful; for moſt commonly what inclinations we 
take when we are young, do very ſeldom quit us in 
our age z and moreeſpecially thoſe thoughts, that 
taſt either of ambition or covetouſneſle, Where- 
fore we may be ſarisfied, that it is not the deſiring of 
any jewfal thing that creates an ambition in our 
mindes, but the over deſiring onely; and truly in 
doing ſo, wedo but reſemble a bedlam , who vio- 
lently catcheth at a handful of ayre, ſuppoſing he 
hath ſomething in his hand , which being opened, 
proves bur imagination. For the too much deſire 
1mcreaſeth opinion, and that is made leſle by expe- 
rience, until at laſt it falls into nothing at all, agree- 
ing with our imaginary expetation. y, we 
will come to the covetou of matt many 7 
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feft alſo of the minde, wherein for the moſt part 
little reality appears, in that we deſire to be owners 
more of wealth, then to have the ſruition thereof; 
fince commonly in our own perſons we make uſe but 
of a ſmall portion of what we covet; it ſeems to have 
the neereſt affinity with ambition, for as the extream 
aſpiring man gives his thoughts no repoſe, by reaſon 
of his over aiming defires 3 ſo cannot the avaritious 
perſon ſcarce afford his neceſſities ſufficient, in re- 
ard of that craving and unſatisfied -humour, 
herefore properly, they may both be eſteemed 
brothers in folly, as well as in fin. Since alike they 
onely pleaſe the fancy, not refleting at all, upon 
the impoſhbility of compaſling what is deſired z 
for the period will (till be behinde do what we can, 
if there be either a greater or a richer man in the 
world then our felvesz and thongh there ſhould 
not be any to exceed us, yet certainly our thoughts 
would run at new Chymera's, either above the 
clouds, or under the earth. However,. Ido not 
ſay,. that either of theſe appetites are unlawful, but 
in the handling for as we may deſire honour, ſo may 
we purchaſe wealth z provided it be with the con- 
ditions of juftice and moderation. But O the in- 
fernal covetouſnefle of the times! When neither 
kindred, friend{bip, gratitude or Religion, are con» 
fiderations to be pat in competition with ſelf inte- 
reſt. Toget wealth we deny our blood ; to get 
wealth we violently break the ſtrongeſt bonds of 
traſt : to get wealth we forget all courteſies; to get 
wealth we forbear no facriledge, injuſtice, or hypo- 
criſte; in conclaſion, to obtain this —— we- 
ow 
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know not what; we flight our parents, we diſobe y 
our Magiſtrates, we rob Churches, we commit mur- 
thers, and live in communication more like raven- 
ous beaſts then humane creatures, laughing inward- 
ly at all confiderations of charity, as onely a vain 
and ridiculous opinion 3 however Ke vr | as a ſa- 
cred tye from above, tounite affections in the ſer- 
vice of our greatCreator, without which it 1s unpoſ- 
{ible to pleaſe him or fave our ſelves. And thus have 
I in ſome ſort run through theſe few paſſions of the 
minde, as repreſentations onely of the things we 
ought to avoid, that properly belonging to Pride; 
which,is the chief mother of miſchief that diſqui- 
eteth the Soul, and hinders it from placing her prin- 
cog telicity 1n another ſphere, where there 1s ab- 
ſolute honour, _— and ſecurity to be had; the 
fruition of which, as ſay, for the molt part, are hin- 
dred by the extraordinary inflammations of this 
fantaſtical humour, being kindled and ſet on fire by 
the devils craft, and nouriſhed and fed by, the 
worlds vanities. Sothat now we muſt fall upon a 
new diſcourſe, concerning the imperfte&ions of the 
body, which however, they are of a more groſle 
and dull nature; yet are they of little lefſe pow- 
er then the former to deſtroy in us, not onely thees. 
fects, but the very appetites of vertue. For how- 
ever perhaps they do not raiſe eur thoughts to the 
forementioned whimfies and Chymera*s, yet they 
blunt and ſtupifie our a —————— in fk a man» 
ner, that we become in time wholly drowned in 2 
Sea of ſenſe and ſtupidity, not much caring, and 
lefle knowing what we do However it mult be 
granted, 
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anted, that this Lady and generall Queen called 

uxurie, hath in like manner as well as | _ many 
attendants, that operate according to feverall in- 
clinations and diſpofitions in our fleſhly and more 
yore parts, which in order we ſhall briefly touch 
as we have . 
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Some kinde of deſcription of Senſuality. 


Enſuality may be eſteemed either one 
corruption proceeding from a poiſoned educati- 
0n,0r a whole Magazin of un jons,demonſtra- 
ted according toaccidents and opportunity, that for 
the __ are increaſed by cuſtome,& continued 
in age, which ſeldome admits of any thought of re- 
pentance in a man untill the very laſt hourez and 
then too PIER ſo little efficacy,thatit proves 
more _ wo > y_ Pp _ 
journey of luxury , e foule appeares to to 
impriſoned with aboundance of Confaled ob- 
ſtructions , that it hath not ſufficient liberty given 
it to produec any thing worthy of its dignity and 
creation , ny ſay, like ſome learned Philoſo=s 
pher, captivated amo boores and clownes, 
that are neither ſenſible of honour, or capa- 
ble of inſtruction : As the Angels fels fell by pride 
which 15 noother then a lunacy of the winds . fo 
man. offended in ſenſuality that js an-inchantment 
of the fleſb 5 And God Almighty ſeemed to — 
R theſe 
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theſe two ſinnes by a certaine kind of equality in his 
heayenly determination 3 Forthat, as he puniſhed 
the divels for their preſumption, witk/anirrevoca- 
ble decree, not at all admitting any condition or 
hope of ſatisfaction; ſo did he redeem man by ſo ad- 
mirable a way, as it ſeemed to exceed the others 
condemnation and lofle : This vice of all others in 
my opinion, proceeds from the poorneſle of mens 
ſpirits, either that they wonld. not take education 
when they might have had it, whereby to have been 
able better ry, on 1imployed theipminds in noble 
cogitations, and honourable ations, or elſe being 
overcome; by. the predomination : of their ſenſes, 
have ſloathſully loſt that courage that was-necef- 
ſary to maintaine_vyertue in their thoughts and in- 
tentions, . Truly we ſee, 1t is the very propertie of 
moſt unreaſonable creatures, to conſerve with ſome 
care and induſtry the beauty of their being, though 
not made foreternity, fince they to that purpoſe 
doe daily order their natural] cloathing to the beſt 
advantage, avoyding in the interim all occaſions 
to doe themſelves injury:and diſgrace, leſt they 
might become unuſetull -in' their, ſeverall kinds ; 
and yeta ſenſual! man is not aſbamed to fully his 
ſoule,and beſpot his reputation, not only with wic- 
ked, but prepaſterous vices ,- almoſt of allnature? 
and conditions, to gainea little fatisfa&tion to his 
appetites, however in ctte& he continues ſtill un- 

atisfied : for I will be bold to ſay , moſt commonly 
fych people are {q opprelt either with ſad and: hea- 
Yy its , or overvpolent longings, as they are 


conſtrained to drive ont one vexation after another 
with 
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with new exceſles,- which ſerve for no other end 
but the more to inflame their deſires, untill at laſt 
they are brought to ſuch a ſtupidity, that w—— 
petite whatſoever becomes even unpleaſant. Thus 
conſuming their diſcontented houres in fancies in- 
ſtead of realities, like men in dangerous and def; 
rate dropſfies, the more they drink to fatisfie their 
thirſt, the letle have they caſe of their paine :: But- 


however it be not ſuppo ed, thatalleſteemed ſen-. 


ſuall people are thus buried alive in a ſtupidity of 
viciouſneſle, yet nevertheleſle give me leave to lay, 
that I have known ſome eminent perſons in theſe 
times, that in their youth were famed beyond mea- 
fure , for the excellency both of their naturall and 
artificiall parts and abilities, as well for learning and 
eloquence, as ſpirit and courage : yet at laſt falling 
into ſenſuality, according to.the cuſtome ofthe: 

e, they did not onely calt off from their thoughts 
all manner of ſeeming apprehenſion of theſe noble 
vertues, but in a ſhort ſpace became alſo moſt cow- 
ardly and baſe in their: diſpofitions, in-ſomuchas; 


they were content upon all: occaſions: to:ſubmit . 


unto the pooreſt, fearfulleſt, and loweſt kind of ſub- 
miſhon could almoſt poſlibly be put upon them, 
rather then move any way. to ation or vertue : 
which/in my conceipt are admirable cftets: of - this 
ſordid and inglorious imperfection, when it getteth, 
{o great a prerogative in mans nature, that the ſoule 
hath loſt abſolutely her priviledge and honour : 
Witneſle AMarke Anthony, that once noble Roman, 
who molt contem m—_— loſt bothhjs Empire and 
life, by reaſon'of his ſenfualitics 5: for1n(his laſt ew-. 
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ition that was rodetermine the Monarchy of 
the World, he left his Souldiers fighting,and ſhame- 
fully followed Cleopatra to her regall City of Alex- 
andria, where they were ac to ſpend whole 
nights and daies in feverall luxuries: As another 
example of baſeneſle by reaſon of this ignoble in- 
clination, we may look upon the Emperour Yiteliae, 
who having gained the dominion from 0#ho by the 
Sword, he loſt it againe to Yeſhaſlar in ſenſuality ; 
for which his ſubjects did ſo extreamly contemne 
his perſon , that being at laſt taken priſoner in re- 
of his adverſaries pRa—__ power, he was ſo 
afed by the rabble and common le, 
thata Noble man of honour paſſing by at the ſame 
time, was forced ( though not out of compaſlion to 
his perſon, yet out of a reſpect tothat dignity he 
once enjoyed ) to runne him through with his 
weapon, becauſe he ſhould not endure more diſ- 
of that miſerable nature. And in this manner 
id this luxurious Prince, ( who m his youth not- 
withſtanding was a gallant man, cm. gd his 
deportment in Germany ) end his wretched daies, 
as a juſt reward for his ſo much degenerating from 
his former vertues, by his frequent ſenſualities and 
debaucheries; whilſt his parcimonious and abſts- 
Nous CE ions raigned with all 
a could not 
nemo with multitudes of ; in| 
but alſo left after him for his eternall memory, 
wonderfull buildings and monuments; a great part 
of which being extant to the amazement of the be- 
hatders. Wherefore I muſt conchude,that — 
takes 
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takes away from a man the noble & reaſonable I 
perty of the ſoule, that ſhould not onely cleare his 


underſtanding, to the diſcerning of reputation, but 
to the raftifing of vertue ; which beiny ſupefed 
and obltratted, as I fay, by continual! als and plea- 
ſure, the ſpirit at laſt becomes ſo adulterated, that it 
is unpoſlible to entertaine any thing in the diſpo- 
ſition, but ſome baſe pride or envy , which for the 


moſt part never leaves ſuch lo as long as they 
Ive; being alwaies makes and noutided by 
thoſe flatteries, that accident or rather a kinde of 


neceſſity hath eaſt upon ſuch men, to keepe them. 


waking with ſome entertainments of recreation : 
And this is the reaſon , that no diſcourſes in a man- 


—_— from the very ſpirit of malice, becauſe they 
cannot be at all confident of any good 


ſelves, whereby to commend laudable vertues in 
others. Beſides, there may be alwaies noted a kinde 
of cruelty in _ natures , _ from that. 
they are apt to e thin ttery: not- 
irs Foe he ecerer a neR of all, being 
in truth the greateſt ſenſuality 'of all others; for 
that clawes the ſoule with ſach a bewitching har- 
mony, that le who are ſo inclined, become 
metamcepholed! tke Ulyſſes companions, till at laſt 
they become even hoggs inſtead of men. For ano- 
ther teſtimony of whatT ſay, concerning the fiature 
and corruption of ſenſuality, ler us but looke backe 
at the ations of Aexarder, who in the firſt entrance 
into his conqueſt, was mercifull, ative, and faith- 


full, and yetafter when he began to taſt 00 muy, 


Cs 


of the Perſian luxuries, he became cruell,ſuſpitious 
and proud, in ſo much as he neither pres his beſt 
friends, nor regarded the wiſeſt Philoſophers, who 

roved in the end tobe ſv overcome and inchanted 

y flattery, that he not only eſteemed thoſe people 
his m——_—_ enemies, that would not adore kim for a 
God, but deſtroyed their perſons with as much 
ſpight and malice as could be imagined, untill he 
rendered himſelte to his own native country hate- 
full, if not in ſome ſort ridiculous; which truly a- 
monglt others are moſt pang examples to " fu 
how much a man goes from himſelfe , when he falls 
too precipitatly into ſenſuality ; as of the contrary 
what noble thoughts and gallant actions people are 
capable of, as long as they keepe their ſoules cleare 
from obſtructions of this nature. For according to 
my obſervation, I never read of a temperate pertin, 
that was not attended upon with many other emi- 
nent vertues, that made him both happy and fa- 
mous, whileſt of the other {ide I have obſerved for 
the moſt part, all noted Tyrants to be branded with 
a kind of an Infamous opinion of luxury, in the 
whole courſe of their lives. Certainly temperance 
and aCctivity,are thebacges of nobility and wiſdome, 


when as {loath and ſenſuality, are onely inchant- 


ments offleſh and bloud, that worke men out- of 
their wits, goodnefſe and honour, to make them 
{aves to the devill and miſery:But however in ſome 
ſort this may ſerve for a generall demonſtration of 
this naturall imperfection, or rather deprivation of 
grace,by reaſon of a mans own ſelfe, wanting a ne- 
cellary courage to reſiſt both weake' and | 


temp- 
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temptations of this life ; yet for that,as I ſaid before, 
thereare ſeverall diſtempers arifing or-belouging to 
this grand ſtupidity , —_ not all appertaining 
alike tocach perſon and diſpoſition , we ſhall men- 
tion now the quality and practice of ſome particu- 
lar vices, as I conceive, now adaies molt in faſhion 
and uſe, which may be counted meer dependencies 


upon ſenſuality, 
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Gluttony a chiefe eſfe&+ of ſenſuality, with other 
vices alſs belonging tberennts. 


A nerk we will begin with Gluttony, as ſeem- 
ing to have the next aftinity with it. Truly,” in 
this vice man doth not onely come- neereſt to the 
nature of a beaſt, ſince procuring of tood is its chiefe 
pleaſure and property,but by way of intemperance;z 
when pratiſed !ordinately in this particular, he 
ſeems to exceed inireaſoaable creatures in diſho- 
nour; for however they appeare to take their chiefe 
felicity in cating, yet nevertheleſle they feed with 
ſome order, 'by inſtin& and the direction: of their 
Kind, thereby,to render themſelves more fitfor the 
uſe they were 'cteated';-'and to thar purpoſe will 
ſcarce at any'time goe beyond their bounds! by an 

manner of exceffe, -1f they be left to their owne dit- 
poſe 3 alſo proctiring to themſelves _— difeaſed, 
remedies' of nature :- witnefſe' the = t Falcon, 
that takes frequeiitly ſtones for caſti 


ng 'and clen- 
Gang 
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mY body, whereby to avoyd all ſuperfluities, 
to be the better able tomake ule of her wings for 
flight, when ſhe hath occaſion to ſhew her = 
neither ordinarily willſhe covet meat, but w 

ſhe findes her gorge abſolutely emptied of other 
food: Inlikemanner, every little and contempti- 
ble cur, after he hath ſufficiently eaten to fill his 
belly, with a certain kind of temperate providence 
wil endeavor to hide the reſt,to be reſerved for ano- 
ther repaſt, without any ſigne at all ; of yrs , As 
if nature had taught him what was to be done 
for his own preſervation z Whilſt an intemperate 
map, ofall other creatures, ſeems by his continuall 
excelles, neither to be governed by reaſon nor na- 
ture: inſomuchlT have heard many ſay, that provi- 
ded they had yu" meat, they did not care if they 
were alwaies obliged to cate it ina hogs-ſtic, or any 
other contemptible or diſhonourable placez as if 
the very delighc and happineſle of their ſoules con- 
filted in nothing but cating and drinking : Nay fur- 
ther,in theſe latter times this dull ſatisfaction of 
mens appetites hath been ſo taken up by cuſtome, 
that not onely women of the beſt quality, have not 
been aſhamed ordinarily to frequent moſt impu- 
dent and confuſed entertainments, in baſe and ob- 
ſcure Tavernes, burtalſo toſhew the ter and 
more extraordinary profuſeneſle in thoſe meetings; 
feaſts of no ſmall expence have been made without 
table-cloathes or any other convenient furniture, 
where nothing for the moſt part was to be heard, 


bur a certaine confuſed noiſe, with the exerciſe of 


buraing of dublets, and drinking bealths out of 


ſhoos, 


_— 
"—_——— 


ſhooes, inſtead of diſtin& diſcourſes and commenda« 
ble recreations : ſo that I may boldly fay, that God 
Almighty bath found us our in theſe follies ; and 
certainly will never leave puniſhing us untill we 
become more moderate, ſince in my opinion it is 
not to be doubted, but theſe kinds of debauche- 
ries ſo frequently pradtiſed have been the yon 
Cc 


cauſe of our preſent miſeries that we ſo much com- 
laine of 3 for by ſuch courſes the noble men not 
onely loſt their Honours, but the Gentry ſpent their 
Eſtates, not leaving themſelves ſufficient intereſt 
in the Country to govern the people, with:any ad- 
vantage tending to peace and _— z andſobyde- 
grees their own tenants neceſſarily began toſtand 
more peremptorily upon their own feet, by which 
meane men of ſmalleſt quality came in = tothe 
overthrow of thoſe of the better ſort. ies this 
generall intemperancy , moſt violently raigning a+ 
mongſt the Commanders in the late Kings warres, 
proved of ſuch an unfortunate conſequence to his 

affaires, by reafon of that wilde liberty that eve 
man took to himſelfe, that probably, it loſt himhis 
Kingdome : For,by this means order and rule in his 
Army was turned into confufion , whereby duties 
became neglected, truſts corrupted, and mens cou- 
$adulterated, in ſomuchas his Officers inſtead 
giving teſtimonies of their valour and conduct 
they brought their reputations into nothing but 

ſcorn and contempt, untill at laſt they loſt 

themſelves and 
. The next attendant that ſeems to yaitupan this 
S ſwoln 


e, tothoſe their thoughts never | 


72 


—K 


The inconve 
nicnces of 
vain and idle 
making of 
love. 


ſwoln lump of ſenfualiry is laſcivious love, that 
ſeeks dnely to ſatisfie ſenſe , without having the in- 
tention of proſecuting the end of Society, accor- 
ding tothe ordination of GodAlmighty in Para- 
dife. - Which appetite lay : although it be molt a- 
greeing with the nature of humanity, and in that 
rd many brave perſons have etred, yet certainly 
tak doch not onely ſympathize with the condition 
of a beaſt, that iscarryed on to that att by a fleſhly 
delight without other deſign , but feemeth in us to 
taſte mg more of wild concupiſcence; for 
however they _—_— by kinde without any re- 
of mixture, uſe they have no rule preſcri- 
for their ations, yet Providence hath ordained 
ſuck a temper in their proceedings, that for the moſt 
they obſerve timesand ſeaſons for their copu- 
: Which __ _ _ in-them ws 
iatends procreation, that is marriage they are 
appointed to-make , whereby their kinde or ſpecies 
_— upon earth, when as man invol- 
in this fin, doth not fo be reſtrained ei- 
therby' Nature or Grace,, but runson vielently in 
CO of his appetites with a  —— 
anefle then thoſe _ . _—_——_ 
weo- things enj them Narure, 
which is procreativti-and fwod, When I reflet up- 
on theſe conſiderations; Icarmet but wonder at 
Oumcyeopte, who leaving been reproved for their 
in this vice, and to this' purpoſe were. 
——_ they havirig fuch nobte and beanti- 
ful wives, did not content tm rp mn _=_ 
Baſe 
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women of a far inferio _—_— 
ner of perfetions, they pretently returned this an- 
ſwer , that as they could no way deny the compari« 
ſon, ſo was there no other reaſon to be given, but 
that they were their wives, and the other not; 
wherein may be noted, the ſtrong temptation and 
power of the devil in this one vice onely when hes 
able ſo to infatuate our underiſtanding,that we mult 
chuſe the leſlie worthy ſubjed for the delight of our 
Senſes, rather then the better , forno r reaſon, 
but becauſe fin belongeth to the one and not tothe 
other. Which belike madeAtarkednthoxy being of the 
ſame diſpoſition, leave his gallant wife 0Fwa, and 
caſt himſelf violently into the armes and embrace- 
ments of that proud | wv Cleopatra,notwithſtan- 
ding ſhe apparantly contemned his perſon,as ſhe did 
afterwards undo his fortune. Bur ſetting afide theſe 
preſidents, we may conſider many Joongyen leof 
our times, who ſpend in a manner their whole lives, 
in nothing but making of fooliſh love,and fitting in 
womens chambers at unſcaſonable houres, without 
wy kinde of intention of marriage , which at the 
belt are high provocations of luſt, beſides other 
inconveniences in nouriſhing of ſloath and creating 
of jealouſies, | 
ut for that idleneſle for the moſt part noton 


to them in all man- | 


AY Lilencfe the 


affords the opportunity , but is the general employ- ict nurſe nor 


ment of the if properly doing of nothi onel 
be termed age ( Jo a. pr mes: 


belonging to lity, I hall particular the nature 

and prejudice thereof, I e hath been eſteem- 

ed by religious and wiſeſt judgements the grunts 
2 WOT 


y of this , 


vice, but of 
many others. 


| 
| 
[ 
| 
j 
| 
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work and Baſes of all inconveniencies in mans vo- 
cation, ſince want of ſome deſigned employment in 
reſolutions, not onely brings a certain kinde of la- 
zic inclination upon the body, but alſo gives too 
much leaſure to the minde, to dwell upon diverſi- 
ties, of Chymera's, profitable no way but ro breed 
fancies inſtead of acting nobly. So that it being 
unpoſlible to continue always in imagination with- 
out ſome diverſions and recreations, to ſweeten a- 
ain the over tired ſpirits, we muſt of neceſſity be 
tisfied with ſome delight or other, though never 
ſo unlawful for refreſhment , wherein for the moſt 
art affections belonging to fleſh and blood, will 
ve the chief intereſt in our corupt natures, Wher- 
fore nothing being neererat hand to pleaſe Senſe 
then cating, drinking, luft, with other ſoftneſles of 
the body, as lying 1n a warm bed, fitting by a fire 
fide, flattering diſcourſes and thelike, neceſſarily 
man in a ſhort time muſt take his principal fruition 
in ſome or all of theſe; for, that as I ſaid before, he 
doth not conſtantly employ himfelf and thoughts, 
towards the accompliſhing of any ſetled thing wor- 
thy his conſideration. Which may be very well ve- 
rified by this common ſaying, That it & better for a 
po_ to rip his garment and ſow it again then to 
idle. As much to ſay, that a man ought eyer to 


' have ſome deligne a foot, toem ploy either his mind 


or body, and is held ſo unneceftary a thing amongſt 
the unlearned Turks, as we eſteem them, that there 
is none of what quality ſoever (the Emperour not 
excepted) but hath ſome certain trade or other put 
upon his condition, We finde that God Almighty 


CcVen 


even challenged this duty from- man in his firſt Cre- 
ation, when he ordained him to prune and dreſle-the 
garden of Paradiſe, As alſo being driven from 
thence he continued him ſtil] that in junction,decla- 
ring not onely by his works that the earth. ſhould 
not bring forth fruits, butby mans labour and 1n- 
duſtry, but alſo let him know that he was to gain his 
living by the ſweat of his brows, as alſo that his 
wife with all other women deſcending from her 
were deligned to bear children by trouble and 
porn: ay , we may fay, that nature her ſelf 
eth in all things to have ſuch an intention, 
when not onely every living Creature, but the 
Plants of the field have an induſtrious intention 
to labour and yeerly to renew their cloathing, as if 
they went in a circle of travail and employment, 
though tomy no ſmall amazement, I have heard 
many ir+ this corrupt age,not aſhamed to brag open- 
ly, that they were good for nothing, intimating as 
though induſtry and intention were an apparant 
diſhonour. Amongſt which number, I have known 
ſome ſo ſupinely negligent and lazie, that they 
could not finde a time to perform any neceflary bu- 
ſineſle, by reaſon of their confuſed reſolutions, that 
never deſigned any certain time when tobegin, and 
ſofromonehour to another,deferred'the hg they 
were todo, until at laſt _—_ they loſt wholly rhe 
opportunity, though ever had the determination. 


In fine, I cannot butconclude with this opinion, 
that as idteneſſe is a moſt diſhonourable and unpro- 
fitable vice, finee it ſeems to pervert the vey in- 
tention both.of God and nature, cither by falſe 


ap- 
pre- 
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offlocd, 5508 -aticerh the virgin-ſoule to all manner of ſenſua- | 
| pendant, ity : ſoſloath muſtbeefteemed the oft bed, where- 


prehenſions or too much ſenfuality , ſo for the molt 
part doth ir ſtill ingender in mens boſomes not only 


. diſtrated but diſcontented thoughts, by reaſon it 


drives us from one imagination to another, without 
any manner of reall ſatisfaQion in any thing we ei- 
ther long for or deſire 4 however ſelf-intereſt and 
extraordinary paſſion to be contented, is the true 
cauſe of the diſeaſe in mens minds and diſpoſitions. 

But as Idleneſle may be faid to be the bawd that 


on whoredomes of that nature are daily committed. 
Slothfull perſons may be compared to thoſe dead 
. bodies which the Divels are accuſtomed to in 
:the ayre full of all putrefation, that however they 
benot capable of _— themſelves, yet by accident 
become inſtruments of horrid inchantments : ſuch 
a creature cannot be better likened, then to a 
-mountaine of carth, that containes hid in its bowels 
rich mines of Gold, which will not appeare but by 
the violent agitation of ſome extraordinary ecarth- 
 quakes, that diſplay the concealed treaſure. In like 
manner, the bright faculties of a mans ſoule doe 
never appeare in aflothfull body, but when —_— 


and unex d chances cauſe them to remove 
force. ded with this inclination,man ſee- 
meth to have no furthera journey to make but to 
-his grave,ſince he is not onely altogether uſcleſle to 
-others, but wholy buried in hi 0 

vo rpm wp any of the aftive cle- 


tg & clay onely , thet leche le huge for 
mortality. If God almighty bad not i =_ 
r 


ot ſeeming 
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for motion andexercife, according to his naturall 
capacity, 'It was to little purpoſe to have created a 


world tor his dwelling, furnithed with ſomany di-- 


verſities of yarieties tor the practice of his reaſon x 
but might havecaſt him in ſome obfcure place of. 
ſmall extent, there td have remained quiet untill 
the day of judgement, without either trouble or 


caonlideration. Certainly the Heathens were ſo our . 
of love with this diſpoſition, that the fortunate and : 


wiſe Commonwealth of Rowe not onely appointed 
a Cenfor to enquire after mens ations, hat they 


ſhould beg but alſo to ſecke into their vocatt- 
ons, that t ight be alwaies conveniently im- 
ployed. Truly TI may fay-this is an humor of a moſt 


unhappy nature, fince it is not onely of all others 


moſt unprofitable,but wonderfully unſafe toa mans... 

fature condition , for that every day'it drawes him 

farther off from vertue and religion,though it ſcems - 

to give the. beſt opportu nas contemplation. If. 
' 


mi 
we look-at the practiſe of the age, we ſhall finde it 


abounds in molt perſons, being now the generall 


euſtome for wotnen, not as in former times to/ pre= 
vent the Sunne __ in their carly aQtivity z but 
rather to obſerve his ſetting, before they can be got 
out of their beds : and for oy men, they are 
fearce carried in their thoughts to any manner of 


intention at all of afiviey, but where ſome perſwa- - 


fon of luxory and ſe ity leads them. 


The next imperfettion I ſhall ſpeake of, is Incon- Oftcccaſindapey + 
ſtanioy ; that rather proceeds frot the weakneſſe'of (fe ht 


rarure, then either from malice or cuſtoime. And 


bowever it may bo tho! ro ro mans 
| K may bo thought onely —_ 


J—_ —_— 


—— 


deceived and embroyled judgement, that makes 
him ſo often vary determinations, according to ſe- 
verall objets preſented before his fancy z yet we 
may fay it comes alſo by reaſon of a kind of fearful- 
neſle in a mane diſpoſition, wanting a ſufficient for- 
titude to be confirmed againſt doubts , riſing from 
too much apprehenſion 3 wherein for the molt part 
the divell and the world are principall aftors, for 
as the one {trives to-unſettle the un + ns 9%. to 
confuſed and bewitching fancies, ſo the other dot 
intangle peoples imaginations with too many re- 
preſentations of painted delights, ſo that often- 
times they make choice of white unerals, and 
black for Triumphs. Wherefore I ſay, it is moſt ne- 
cellary for any perſcn , that either pretends to Ho- 
nour or Religion, not onely to be conſtant ( provi- 
ded his counſels be grounded upon profitable deli- 
berations, without obſtinacy or precipitation ) but 
to put on ſuch a noble fortitude in his refolutions, 
that he may be able to refiſt all temptations that are 
ready daily to make warre againſt his piety and re- 
tion, Yettruly, I know many ſo flexible and 
inconſtant in their natures, that they are not onely 
upon all occaſions ſubje& to be changed in their 
opinions( without any grounds or reaſon)by ſuch as 
{peak laſt with them, but for the molt part are ſfot- 
tiſhly led by the counſels and perſwaſions of people 
ofa far leſle capacity then their own. Inſomuch as in 
regard of this mmperfe&tion, they ſeem not at all to 
have any power over themſclvesand ations: When 
of the other ſide, perhaps perſons of Honour and 


Religion , whoſe love they bave ſufficicatly tried, 
cannot 
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cannot procure the leaſt confidence and! þeliefei in 
their thoughts : Which I can: attribute but to the: 
ſkange influence, of the Planets in this unfortunate 

, .that makes people doe what:.is molt againſt. 
then own good, as it were by a certaine kind of-in+ 
chantment of their ſenſes and underſtandings , to- 
wards depraved and prepoſterous attions.. . _. 

Laſt of all, ſballamention , impatiencyian;jimper+ Jmpatiency 
feftion alſo j1n my ppinion'which,may be laid ta be ents _- 
long to ſenſuality, for. that it proceeds from |not- 
being able ſufficiently to ſufter what he cannot help. 

The ations of jan unpatzent perſon may be likened, 
to thoſe of a drupken man., that in lus inſenfibi+: 
lities hath conceived ſome, intentipn.of oppolitiond 

yh rages 


to this humour, and therefore in the big 

ins to quarrell with a buſh of thornessz/ in which 
Poliſh . contention. he , receives many: pricks.and, 
ſcratches in his face and -hands,. without-other re-. 
venge or ſatisfattion; or rather may be reſembled-tor 
ſome barking Cur, that greedily runs after the ſtone: 
that was caſt at him , whereon by reaſon of his pre-'. 
poſterous violence he.prejudiceth his teeth, inlfead 
of doing any injury at all to the, ſubject or motive: 
of his choler. But however this defect of -ndture: 
may be charactered and eſteemed, yet it is an im: 
perfection of a moſt prejudiciall condition, ifince.as 
it advanceth nomans profit and adyantags;lp ofithe 
contrary, , .it augments and increaſeth _eyery. mans 
ſufferings, leaving him for the moſt part ,unxelieved 
in his extremities, by rendring. ham, incapable of 
counſell. Belides,igis unpoſlible for.any man tolive 
with, .con VEniency/and. {y 4. 90Y 9rd jnary-coft- 


verſation 
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atmbirions; and they that are in ne ome com- 
monly make themfelyes worſe, by not bearing their 
crolies with: ſufficient paciftcation. However there 


are nor owl EE 


divers ki 


recreations, and a bodies 


if not their minds) into 2molt de condi- 
of bealth ; h can be interpreted no other 
then's want of patience m their natures, in not be- 
mg abtc to waite with temper an ordinary conve-: 
reaſon of their over violent defire of ac- 
what they intend. Of the contrary 
age, 'there annoy morn eres > 6 pr Ig 
having centred zny defigne in t 

give wed yore halfe way, meerty G 

eauſc have nota competent patience to proſe. 


ente it tothe end or period: which truly often- 
toes proves extreans prejudicial! mr" 


= 


100., ſince a man mm (o 
therto have begun 
inconſtancly. But 25 thede beirk: deferipti- 
ons may be ſufficient to bring into our remem- 


doing muſt be 


this unfortumatcage, q o 
but a falſe and deceiptiall: kad of way mall 


naneniiln 


k 4 # 


hat another cncumes 
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Hefrſt general corruption T will 
Didimwlari Re tact 

arc ſo inclined, thatitiowapoflible 
communication to inow'w 
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reaſon whereof there is ſcarce any content at all left 
in} ſociety), .or almoſt anecetlary' confidence to be 
had in-any thing that is ſaid or done!!. The firſt way 
that the divel made with God Almighty upon earth 
after his fall, was by diſimulation , whereby he en- 
deavoured to corrupt man, to become a Rebell like 
himſelfes and' prevailed fo farre in thisdeſigne, that 
the Sonne of — conſtrained'-to: ſacrifice his 
own on; to make 'up againe 'that t and 
unfortunate breach F whilt in themean Ea , = 
Serpent: hawa temporal} curſe. laid upon hiscondi- 
ri0g1,' which was to creepeattithe daiorof his life on 
his belly , and tocate duit from the gronnd, ! to fig- 
nific ever after, he was tobe eſteemed rhe(worlt of 
creatures,onely becauſe the divellhad aflumed his 
ſhape, topratticeandput' in execution his deeei 

Wicked Caiz im the very'infancy ofthe world 1 

diſimulation-ivhisaccuſtome | Sncxifidenctuar drew 
down Gods anger upon him-: "which afterward 
made him become ſo impudent aireprobate, that he 
not onely an_ the rules of nature and humanity 
ſhed the, bload.of his ignoceng aud vermous.brg- 
ther; but was 1o unfortunately miſtaken , that he 


even thought to have couzened God himſelfe by 

: . he was V ; .AC- 
Hiuguiond va offence. With , A 
may conclude , that ſcarce can there Boy crime 

of a high nature committed, but for the moſt part 

Lomnething of deteipt muſt.accompany the aftion ;, 
en bow. much God: why ac doth-abhor 
ner:of flfification.,heiwould ape proſper the 

"Je wes Army ,- or grant' them any more'Victories a 
114.691 gainſt 
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amnſt their enemies, untill deceiptfull Achar was 
Bron ht forth before the people to be ſtoned to 
death, and” his 'goods 'confumed with fire ;' be- 
_ Cauſe he had concealed part of the Riches gotten 1m 
the City of Jericho,contrary to his commandement. 
We may alſo remember” what deſperate imple- 
ties'Saxl contratted to himſelfe, after he praiſed 
thoſe deceipts againſt David ,” untill at laſt rhey 
brought him to be his own murtherer, whilſt in the 
intern he polleſt his Kingdom whom he moſt hated 
and feared of all others. The Scribes and Phariſees, 
who were deſigned” inſtraments for Chriſts death 
and paſtion (as we read ) came to St. Johns prea- 
ching with falſe and diſlembling hearts, amongſt 
the reſt of the multitude, which was the cauſe why 
he called | them a generation of - Vipers. Our 
Saviour himſeclfe'molt earneſtly warned the people 
to take heed of the leaven of the Phariſees, as fore-. 
ſeeing they would proſecute him to the very end, 
in the ſpirit of difſtimulation- and. hypocriſte, not 
onely by often tempting him with decciptfull que- 
ftions, 'but'ar the liſt a of his: condemnation”. in 
profeſling themſelves ſervants of Cz/ars, to obtaine 
ter credit and 'beliefe , when. as it was well 
nown, they hated nothing more in the world, then 
to be under that juriſdition 3 which was afterwards 
verified in theirmany rebeHions:: Judas alſo began 
his wicked purpoſe in dilſembling , when. he mur- 
mured amongſt the reſt-at the lolle of the-ſweet 
- oyntment that was poured upon ourSaviours heads 
——— hypocnrically, the coſbhad been. heteer 
eſtowed on the poore 3' though' his mmm 
onely,, 
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onely, to have had the money at his own diſpole, 
being purt-eugers which vorewes Gipabrion o 
tas ſu a raying of his 

for fo rvrrp 7 Cr : jar no (hes man was ſo 
wanſported by the opinion of his own craft and 
fubtilty, that when he was told particularly he had 
reſolved in his minde tobe the Traytor, he had nci- 
Ther wiſdom nor grace'to repent ar be admontſhed; 
but of the contrary,went preſently out of the room 
to execute his determination ; to which fe, 
a while after ( being accompanied with a , roop of 
Souldicrs)he beſtowed upon his Maſtera trayterous 
kifle by way of falutation , the chiefe fignc agreed 
between them, as a diſtiattion for his more certaine 
and cafie apprehenſion : Which ſhews that God Al- 
mighty in deteſtation of this manner of ſinne, is of- 
tenemes pleaſed togive over ſuch le to their 
own 1ion,ta the very ſpirit of ndicalous folly; 


- not ſuffering themin any kind to refle& upon ther 


own miſery and impicty ; as it were being dranke 
and bare deer by a certain overworning « conoccit, 


Yermot 
ed {o much to charitable nfes, but for that after 


err ares _ heorcranrShe 50 


it 
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rs 9" told them, that they might have cho- 
ſen atthe fartt, whether they hon: $7. contribu- 
ted or no, but they were undanhbtedly punithed in 
that they had lied tothe holy Ghoſt, wherein the 
committedfacribdedge,byreaton of their intentio 
deceipt. 'Fruhy if we reflect but upon the conftan- 
cy aad fuffering of old Eleazer in the Machabees , we: 
may have by that martyrdome a fufficient example 


to inſtrudt our behiefc concerning this duty; who ra-- 


ther then he would conſent. to the ſeeming onely 


of cating Swines-fleſh (-though in a&t be ſhould 
not have been obliged thereunto) he choſe to die a- 


moſt cruell and violent. death; as fearing etc the 
ſcandall that. might have. riſen thereby to young 


people of his Nation , to whom he defired to be a 


worthy and memorable teſtimony of goodnefle and. 
piety. Muchlette: certainly LS to premedi-- 
tare diflimulation, as an introduction to all our atti- 


ons and detignes, which is a cultome now adaies ſo. 


mach in faſhion ,. thatI have obſerved it ſometimes 
affected, without any intention at all of com | 
benefits but as it were onely.to be eſteemed wiſer 
ther. other perſons in worldly affaires; neverthe- 
tefle oftentimes it doth of the contrary, deſtroy 
what is moſt coveted and defired, ſince it ——_— 
ſo much diſtruſt between parties treating , that it is 
unpoflible to have fufficient confidenee of one ano- 


ther. to conclude almoſt in any thing to -purpolſe ;. 
which is the reaſon generally, that there are ſo few- 


differences of law and contention compremiſed z 


for each perſon: according to his own ſecret inten» 
tion of deceiprt, believes the ſame thou ghts are =_ | 
'Þ 
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his adverſarie , and ſo conſequently feares to be. 
couzened. O horrid cuſtome, as I'may ſay, and as 
much bewitched imagination; that thus. peryerts 
the inſtitution of common ſociety, to the depriving 
us of the greateſt delight of mankind upon earth, in 
ard we cannot conveniently make uſe of our rea- 
fon and naturall knowledge, but muſt be forced to 
hve with one another like rayvenous beaſts, alwaies 
watching either occaſions to entrap, or ſeeking out 
waicsto prevent : Whilſt in the interim ſweetneſle, 
affability , and ſecurity, are not to be expected by 
the good, and as little intended by the bad. But 
perhaps it may be thought, that notwithſtanding 
theſe Scripture examples , Abraham who was one 0 
God Almighties chicks ſervants, ſeemed nor onely 
intentionally, but atually to diſlemble, when he 
affirmed $arah to be his ſiſter, whereas ſhe was really 
his wife; unto which IT anſwer, that as he was not 
bound to diſcover himſelfe ſo farre to his enemies, 
_ an eminent prejudice might have befallen 
his perſon,fo of the other fide, Iam of opinion,that 
if_the thing had not been alſo true which he aver- 
red,m regard (according to the Jewes cuſtome): ſhe 
might be held his fiſter by reaſon of the neere kin- 
dred and aftinity between them, he could not have 
. beenaltogether freed from the fiv of diſlimulation. 
For if the Text be confidered, he did not deny her 
to be his wife, onely tacitely concealing it, but affir- 
med her to be his1iſter, becauſe ſhe was ſo to be 
eſteemed alſo by his Country lawesz which: privi- 
ledge he was contentito; make:uſe of to ſaye;his life, 
being in the handsof barbarous Tyrants: |. Beljdes 


there 


" 
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there appeared no intention in him to injure a third 


rſon, and therefore was at the more liberty to uſe 


is own diſcretion , without declaring an apparent 


untruth , which certainly he could not have done 
lawfully,though it had been to have ſaved his own 
lite, There 1s no doubt but a man may in ſome 


ſort deccive and couzen the expectation of thieves, ' 


and murtherers, by ſeeming ſometimes one thing 
and ear. 9arem, in caſes of neceſlity or convEni- 
hear without any manner of danger to his religion 
and honeſty : however the common practice there- 
of in triviall things in my opinion is naught and 
not to be uſed for Go of the habit, that at laſt may 
render a man too- inſenſible of failings in this na- 


ture, whereby his nature is in danger to be brought 


by degrees toa kinde of falſnefle in coagverſation';z 
that as I ſaid before is a means to deſtroy all civill 
ſociety , or confidence neceſlary to be expected in 
matters of greateſt weight and conſequence; and 
at the beſt it diminiſheth love, abates charity , and 
deſtroyes friendſhip, which I may ſay are the chiefe 
ties belonging to humanity : Since there can, be no 
indifferency in communication, where one /party 
takes upon him a liberty to diflemble, and the other 

rofeſleth all manner of freedome and integrity, 

oth-in words and intentions. But much more 1s 
this falſhood to be abhorred, when it is practiſed 
with a trayterous heart to the ruine and deitruction 
of innocency. 
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LLELTSSTLSASSTLSLILSS SLES IAS SS? 
Of the breaches in converſation proceeding from 
the falſifymng of words and promiſes. 


S I have ſufficiently demonſtrated the incon- 
A covience of this cuſtome of diſhmulation, I 
mult ſpeak of thoſe breaches in converſation , that 
proceed from engagements by word ; which as 
may fay are certaine religious ties belonging to ho- 
nour, whereupon depend for the moſt part the en- 
rrance into lea and contradts, before they come 
to"more abſolute obligations ; however without 
them it is umpoſhible to proceed to periods and con- 
cluſions, ſince words and promiſes mult firſt paſle, 
before intended agreements can any way be fini- 
ſhed, depending meerly upon a jroble faith ; which 
is the reaſon that the word of a Prince and a Gentle- 
man, hath been held in all ages in a manner ſacred, 
and far more binding then priſons or writings; -1n 


regard it is to be ſuppoſed, that penalties belong - 


unto the one , and nothing bur a mans own honour 
obligeth him to the other, which makes a difference 
between us and inferiour creatures, who have 
chaines and other means ordained to keep them in 
order ; whereas we ought to have no conſtraint but 
reaſon,and the freedom of the ſoule : wherein holy 
— =. 5p was ſo pynQuall, that he would not 
himſelf put to death Shimei,who had moſt wickedly 


curſed him in his adverſity , becauſe he had rome. 
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ſed the contrary 3 However no doubt by ſome pro« = 


pheticall inducement, he adviſed his fon Solomor 
to bring him to his grave with blood for his offences 
after his death. - We finde that Jonatharr obſerved 
his promiſes ſo inviolably to David before he was 
King, that neither regarding his fathers preſent an» 

er, or the loſle of his own inheritance, he could not 
be brought to fallifie the leaſt word that had palled 
between them, If we conlider the wonderfull mage 
nanimity of Jepthes daughter, we may behold an 
admirable example left to poſterity concerning this 
duty; for perceiving her moſt loving father had 
engaged himſelfe (though raſhly)to her deſtruction, 
whereat he ſcemed exceliively atfi&ted,ſhe bid him 
with conſtancy perform the execution, fince (as ſhe 
_ having opened his mouth to God 
he ſhould puncually fulfill his promiſe, -without 
any conſideration of her particular ; and the more 
was this invitation to be admired, in regard it was 


unpoſiible ſhe ſhould be any way weary of her 


own life, being a beautifull young Virgin, and-the 
onely childe of the chiefe Prince of the Countrey ; 
Neither doe believe the people of that age would 
have ſuffered Fepthe ſo lamentably to have ſacrificed 
his ſole daughter, without they had conceived it a 
moſt neceflary thing to have all ſolemne promiſes 
& words given to be performed in every particularz 
and however this may be thought a vow.and there-+ 
fore the more ſtrictly to be obſerved, yer neverthe= 
leſle jt was but meerely voluntary at the hrit, with» 
out any obligation exadted either by right or com» 
mand : which made it differ no further trom abare 

V 2 promiſe 


, 1t was meet . 
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promiſe; but that it was betteratteſted,in regard it 
was made before the face of all the people ; b 
which meanes it could nor be conceals (in ref) 

of the ceremoniall part)though inwardlyl1 conceive 
it no more binding to Jepthe, then if he had reſolved 
upon ſuch an a&tion in his private chamber. But 
however it may beeſteemed a greater obligation, 
what we promiſe to God, then what we afture to 
men, yet certainly among the very Heathens them- 
ſelves, weſhall findea moſt punctuall obſervation 
of this common duty, which in a manner doth unite 
and tie together all morall and humane ſociety ; as 


4nay appeare by many examples in prophane Au-. 


thors. HoweverlI doe not believe their ations in 
this point were regulated by any of our rules of re- 
ligion , but rather were carried on to the mainte- 
nance of their honour,and the conſervation of their 
faith by a certain gallantry and nobleneſſe ingrat- 
ted in their natures and diſpoſitions, by thoſe prin- 
ciples given them in their education and breeding, 
amonglt the reſt. There was a Roman Generall be- 
ing taken priſoner by the Carthaginians, and ha- 
ving formerly promiſed all fidelity to the Senate of 
Rome, concerning the execution of his office and 
charge, for their beſt advantage : who continuing 
thus a Captive for ſome time am his enemies, 
at laſt they began to thinke his good uſage and re- 
leaſment might produce ſome beneficiall effects to- 


 wardsa peace, which EY defired to make 


with their adverſaries, by reaſon the Warres had 


exhauſted their Treaſure, and drawn their Com- 
monwealth low in many other rag" 
they 
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they could not conceal it from the knowledge of 
their priſoner. To which-purpoſe having firſt con- 
jared him tobe their friend towards the obtainirig 
of their wiſhes, they ſet him at liberty to return a- 
ain to Rome with ſome Embaſladours they inten- 
edto ſend with certain Propoſitions of amity and 
friendſhip; though with this Proviſo, that it they: 
ſhonld not obtain- their deftres, he was to promiſe 
them upon his honour , to render himſelf as before 
into their hands. The conditions being accepted, 
he went along with. their. Metlengers, and being 
there arrived, contrary to their expectation, inſtea 
of perſwading the Senate to hearken to any agree« 
ment , he declared it to be their diſadvantage and 
diſhonour, to make any Peace at all with the Car<« 
thaginians, in'regard of their enemies. diſabilitie 
tomake longer war,alluring them he was ſufficienlty 
informed of. his relation, by many reaſonsand cir- 
cumſtances. So-that this Oration abſolutely broke 
off all manner of Treaty between the two Com- 
monwealths, whereby either inſued a new war, or 


at leaſtwiſe the continuance of the old; yetnever-- 


telefle this brave and honeſt General, though he had 
exaſperated and enflamed his enemies, by the 
faithfal and profitable Counſel. he had given his 
friends in Rome, returned _=_ to Carthage accor- 
ding to his promiſe and word given, there to be u- 
ſed at their diſcretion, which he was certain could 

roduce no other effec, then to the taking away of 
[th life.in a moſt cruel manner : Wherefore being 
arrived, and a full relation of all the made 
in the open Senate by their Embaſladours, he was 


pre= 
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reſently not onely ſeized upon with as much vio- 
nn as their tranſported ſp could haſten their 
Officers toexecution, but —_ t to death, 
with all the exquiſite torments coul bs deviſed by 
inraged and mercilelle people, that were deceived 
and couſened in their expectation. This act certainly 
exprelt not only a world of magnanimity in his per- 
ſon, but an intire nobleneſle and truth 1n his diſpo- 
ſition; as well concerning that faithful counſel he 
gave his friends and Country, to whom he concei- 
ved himſelf —_— for his birth and employment, 
as in the punQuall obſervation of his words & pro- 
miſe, which he had r_ and made to his enemies, 
who he knew would revenge it to the uttermoſt of 
their power. In this mannerdid this brave Roman 
give a remarkable teſtimony to all poſterity , what 
obligations are due in point of honour to words and 
promiſes, Now it this part of Morality, was ac- 
culſtomed to be ſo ſtritly obſervedamongjit the Pa- 
gans, having little or no Religion to regulate their 
actions, what may we.conj of the duty of 
Chriſtians, whoſe Profefiions are to ſerve the onely 
God of Truth, that without doubt can never be 
pleaſed, with any manner of falſifications; never- 
theleile we fee this anterable age, is ſo far corrupted 
m this nature, as I may ſay, without any kind of ap- 


-pretienſton of honor,,' that it is almoſt grown a ma- 

_ never to ſpeak what a man thinks, or do what 
ayes. | | 

. | But as I have mentioned thisone; example of a 

Heathen,I mutt alſoremember in this place another 

of a Chriſtian, not onely' of a memorable conſe- 

quence, 
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uence, but the more to be regarded, for that it was 
chiefly grounded upona reli duty. 

Which wasthat of Lewi:King of Fraxce , ſurna- 
med the Saint,when he made war in the Holy Land, 
who being -in the like manner as the former taken 
einer by the Infidels, with moſt of his Nobility, 
at laſt by hard labour and with-much ditticulty, he 
made ſhift to contra for his Ranſome and liberty, 
though at an exceflive rate, yet eſteemed better 
then to end his dayes in a miſerable and horrid ca 
tivity, But when according to the agreement the 
mony came to be tendred,which was procured with 
difficulty from the eſtates and fortunes of his peo- 

le, the Commiſſioners whom he employed in the 


ervice, uſed ſuch dexterity in their office and em-: 


ployment, that they over-reached the enemy in the 
account (though by no fraudulent deceit) where- 
by they refervet a conſiderable ſum to the Kings 
uſe, of capacity perhaps ſufficient, tohave defray- 
cda great partof the journey homewardsz which: 
being related to the pious Prince, withall the cir-= 
cumſtances thereunto belonging. However, he 
was upon his departure, yet conſidering it might 
prove ſome ſcandal to his Religion, he reſolved not 
to put to Sea until the full of the contraft was per- 
formed in every particular. - And to- that purpoſe, 
he not onely ſent the reſidue of the mony to his ad- 
verſaries, but withal commanded his Treaſurers in 
his name to excuſe the A, as done without his or- 
c_ ae28-eye being exact! __ = 
agans atifhed, he joyfull ipping wit 
the reſt of his company. Now chough this pious 
ced. 
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deed Imuſt contelle, was beyond any obligation, 
yet in regard the contrary might have bred ſome 
jealouſic and ſuſpicion inthe thoughts of the Sara- 
cens, concerning the ations and intentions of this 
good King, whereby his Religion might have been 
diſhonoured, certainly it may ſeem a moſt pious and 
laudable reſolution; and truly cannot be but a 
worthy and admirable excmple, not onely to teach 
other Princes their duty, but alſo may ſerve in ſome 
ſort to inſtruct all people, what conſiderations 
ought to be had in performance of promiſes ; eſpe- 
cially when they are made upon equal and juſt con- 
fidence of both fides. For 1f this tye be not obſer- 
ved after a ſtrid manner, there is no poſlibility left 
to beaſlured, eitherin contrats or converſation. 
W hich is the reaſon that in the.accidents and chan- 
ces of war, ſouldiers after they are taken , often- 
times are let go-upon their words; however im pri- 
ſons, the ſame perſonsare perhaps kept by ſtrong 
guards. Gameſters, who for the moſt part aremen 
not to be ſecured by any Bonds and Writings, con- 
cerning the payment of debts, yet when they bor- 
row mony of their companions upon their words 
onely, for the moſt part will be ſure never to break, 
as efteeming ita point of honor belonging to Soci- 
ety and converſation, not to be violated by an 
means. Nay, very thieves are ſo punctual in this 
obſervation, that they will ſcarſe deceive a perſon, 
whom they had determined to rob. if they have 


made any engagement to that pur le 3 and yet our 
pace Country, that was one famed beyond all other 
ations in this particular, is now grown to m_y_ in- 
Y, 
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famy, by reaſon of this falſe way of converſation, 
that the people can neither be truſted by others 
abroad, or be at all confident of waar Fines at 


home. 


CR ES AAAS ST PART RESHEOSS 


Concerning the breaches of trufts upon ſpecial 
confidence and obligation. 


He next and laſt falſhood I ſhall mention, is 
breach of truſts, when others put confidence in 
our truth and integrity; which was the crime of 
Architophel King David's eſteemed Counſcllour, who 
betrayed his Maſters ſecrets to his unnatural ſon 4b- 
ſolon, in which wickednefle and rebellion, they both 
miſerably periſhed by the juſt judgement of Al- 
mighty God. Again, we read that as Sawp/or was 
deceived by his wife, whom thePhiliſtians had craf- 
tily put upon him for that effect;ſo themſelves were 
molt remarkably puniſhed by reaſon of their bein 
Authors of the Treaſon 3 inſomuch, as he deftrared 
moſt of the Nobility in his laſt end - And this was 
effefted no doubt by the meer inſtigation of Hea- 
ven, asa juſt reward for ſo unnatural a trechery, 
though withal I cannot ys » bur that they were 
moſt pernicious people, andenemies to Gods wor- 
ſhip. King David did fo abhor this infidelity and 
breach of truſt, that he put to death the young 
man, that brought him word of $Sax['s deſtruction, 


only for that he ſeemed to rejoyce in his Kings fall, 
X not- 
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notwithſtanding he himſelf was to enjoy thereby 
the Kingdome, without obſtacle and hinderance. 
Alſo he ſlew the two Thieves Zzaxa and Rechab, be- 
cauſe they had killed trecherouſly boſheih , howe- 
ver he was not alone his mortal enemy, but ſought 
the Crown from off his head ; whicf, juſtice he ra- 
ther executed upon them, becauſe they had been 
both Saxl's ſervants. Thele certainly were not on- 
ly religious demonſtrations of a noble diſpoſition, 
but llimentes of his opinion of this duty, when 
as he would nort ſeem to countenance acts of ſo un- 
worthy a nature, though himſelf was to reap the 
onely benefit. Moreover, he was ſo far in his own 
perſon from bein unfaithful to Sax! when he lived, 
that notwithſtanding he alwayes perſecuted him 
moſt ſpightfully for his life, he thought it a kinde of 
impiety to have cut a piece of his garment, though 
it were but to let him know he had him in his 
power, without doing him any other prejudice. 
But however Scripture examples are of beſt Au- 


ton of thority for our inſtructions, yet we may reflect a lit- 
falſhood , and the upon Heathen practiſes, as farther teſtimonies of 


incouraging of 


g 
loyalry. 


morality. Amongſt which number, we may conſi- 
der that Alexander the Great was ſo juſt and noble 
m his diſpoſition, concerning this duty of truſt, that 
when he underſtood Darixs after his defeat was cri1- 
elly murthered by his chief Commander Beſs, he 
never left proſecuting of the wicked Traytor until 
he delivered him bound to the brother of the King, 
who executed him with many torments according 
to his deſerts. When of the contrary, this gene- 
xous Prince uſed thoſe with all manner of honour 


and 
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and repet(t, who had proved faichful and.conſtant to 


their dead Maſter until his laſtend. Forcxample, 
There was an old Nobleman of _ truſt about 
Darius perſon , who being brought to his preſence, 
and not able to light off his horſe, by reaſon of his 
age and many infirmities, he himſelf walked a foot 
conferring courteouſly with him in the ſight of his 
whole Army, until perceiving the man ſomething 
out of countenance to ſee the King in that poſture, 
whilſt himſelf rid, preſently Alexander called for his 
horſe to accompany him with more freedome 
and conveniency. 

Another a& of magnanimity and juſtice, T ſhall 
mention of a Roman Conſul, who having beſieged 
a great Town in Italy, whereupon a trayterous and 
falſe Schoole-Maſter, that had moſt of the Noble 
youths of the City under his —_ and care,think- 
ing to make a benefit to himſelf of their perſons, 
in that neceſhity one day leading the boyes into the 


fields, according to his cuſtom , pretending onely_ 


their recreation 3; when he had them at a convenient 
diſtance for an __ he ſuddainly (contrary to 
their expefation ) brought them into the enemies 
Camp, and preſented them with great joy unto the 
General as an acceptable ſervice, deſerving as he 
thought,both reward and commendation. t the 
Noble Commander refle&ing upon the wickedneſle 
of the fact, and falſe intention of the Maſter, as al- 
ſonoring the dejectedneſle of the countenances of 
ſo many youths of P 
order to havethe fellow ſ{tript of his-cloaths in his 
preſence, cauſing alſohis ha nds to be bound behind 
X 2 him 


rincipal families, inſtantly gave. 


A brave cx- 
ample of Ju* 
ſtice. 
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Another exam- 
in the like 


him 3 and being in this poſture, he willed a good 
rod to be — toevery one of the Scho ars, 
commanding them ro drive again their Trayterous 
Maſter into the City with whips and ſcourges, there 
to receive further puniſhment, according to the dil- 
cretion of their injured parents. This truly was 
an att both of extraordinary juſtice and courage, 
ſince as he was willing to onnith Treaſon, notwith- 
ſtanding the benefit might have redounded to him- 
ſelf if he had pleaſed, ſo of the other fide, did he 
ſhew a bravery in his own diſpoſition , - that he 
would not lake the glory of his ations, by any 


ſuch baſe wayes and means, though the opportuni-, 


ty was offered unto him. 
I ſhall remember one a&t more of juſtice, done b 
a perſon of the ſame Nation, not differing muc 
from the former in nature and manner. 
There was a certain young woman of birth and 
uality, who living in a Town that was belieged vi 
; Romane, promiſed for a competent ſum of gold, 
to deliver the place without any further trouble, in- 
to the polleſſion of the enemy, which being effected 
without any condition in the bargain made for her 
own lite, the reſently went to the General to de- 
mand the performance of the contra&t, whereupon 
he commanded ſo much mony and other rich Jew- 
els to be brought into the place, as had been promi- 
ſed for her recompence, where when ſhe was ready 
to receive the poſſeſſion of the wealth , according 
to the greedineſle of her appetite, who for ſuch a 
ay had ſold her friends, kindred, and Country, he 
uddainly cauſed the ſouldiers of his Guard, and to 
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caſt it all upon her at an inſtant, whereby inſtead of 
enjoying the benefit of the riches anſwerable to her 
covetous expectation ; ſhe became intombed for 
her wickednefle and Treaſon, as a memorable facri- 
fice offered to right and equity. In this (ingle att ap- 
peared a double juſtice, The one in beſtowing upon 
her what was promiſed, panctually to perform the a- 

reement. The other in putting her to death for 

rcrime , ſhe not being priviledged by the Law of 
Arms from (laughter, in-regard there was no condi- 
tion made for her ſatety. Theſe ſtorics I mention 

, to ſhew how hateful breaches of truſt have been al- 
wayes eſteemed by. Heathens and Infidels, when as 
the greateſt and worlt Tyrants were never willing 
to countenance acts of this nature. 

Witneſle in part, our Aichard the third: of Exe- | 
land, who however he promiſed the reward of a _— - 
thouſand pounds, to that perſon that ſhould bring correchery, 
forth the Duke of Zuckingham, his eſteemed ood though a Ty* 

enemy, yet when he underſtood he was betrayed by 72 in Bis 0: 
Baniſter, one whole obligations to his Lord, ſhoul 
have made him truſty againſt all provokements by 
way of gratitude, it not fidelity,he not onely refuſed 
him the reward promiſed, butdelivered this opinion 
of the action ; that he that could diſpence with his 
conſcience, to deceive his truſt concerning the pro- 
tection of ſo good a Maſter, flying to his afhiſtance in 
his neceſlity, it was unpoſhible but he would do the 
like with his King if it were in his power. Neither 
did God Almighty himſelf forbear the puniſhment 
of this unworthy wretch, as appeared by moſt re- 
markable judgements not long I For preſen _ 
y 
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ly his eldeſt ſon fell mad, his ſecond was drowned in 

a paddle of water, his onely daughter was {trook 

with a moſt loathſome Leprolie , and himſelf in his 
declining age, was —_— and condemned for 

Felony ; thouh with much ado he was ſaved by his 

Clergy. All which, truly in my opinion, were ap- 

parant teſtimonies of Gods anger againſt the nature 

of this baſc fn, ſince it.cannot be conceived by any 

that lived in thoſe times, that he was ſo puniſhed in 
his family for other cauſe, then that he had betrayed 
that wall that was committed to him.grounded up- 

on reaſons of obligation and promiſe. Wherefore 
when I conſider . {ſtrange kinde of breaches of 
truſts now a dayes, I know not whether I ſhould 
more wonder that people are ſuffered to live byGod 
Almighty, in regard of their falſhood, or be ſcanda- 
lized at their fo little apprehenfivenelle of their 
own intolerable baſeneſle in this nature ; for it 1s 
generally noted, thoſe who have been moſt obliged 
either by courtelies or duty, take the firſt occaſion in 
theſe diſtraſted times to prejudice other mens for- 
tunes and eſtates. 

But however, according to my own opinion, I 
have _=_ ſufficiently concerning this duty in the 
__ , yetTI think itnort amilſle to declare ſome 

ivine, Natural, and Moral examples, belonging to 
two obligations in particular. hich are the ties 


of friendſhip and ſervice, that have been.in all ages | 


held neceſlary ties to be obſerved : For withour 
hr{t it is unpofſible almoſt tobe ſecure in any con- 
verſation, and being deceived in the latter, no per- 


ſon can be well affilted in affairs appertaining to e- 
very 
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very mans condition,though I do not affirm they are 
alwayes to be prattiſed in this high nature I ſhall 
mention; but preſidents ought ſtill to be of the 
beſt ſtamp and workmanſhip, T-( they be too (light- 
ly imitated , and ſo conſequently prove not profi- 
table for thoſe that have a mind to do well. 


LISSTEEEYS LISA LELAND ISIS ALOEAS: 
The nature and property of entire friendſhip. 
E will ſpeak firſt of friendſhip contracted ei- 


wW ther by nature or upon obligation , ſuch as 
paſt between Jonathan and David,in the very infancy 
oftheir acquaintance, which was ſo inviolably main- 
tained _ conſerved by theſe rwo godly and No- 
ble perſons, that it ſeemed to weigh down all the 
conliderations of humane and worldly concern- 
ments; when as neither the competition of Crowns 
nor the lolle of Scepters was able to work differen- 
cesz but of the contrary, ſucha Religious ſympa- 
thy continued alwayes in their hearts, as if the had 
coveted more each others happinefle and —_ peri- 
ty, then their own. Neither certainly could this 
love and friendſhip proceed from than, out of 
any weaknelſle of nature or want of valour, fince he 
was known upon all occaſions to expreſle courage 
and ſhew wiſdom, in matters of greateſt difficulty 
andneceflity. For however he had in his reſoluti- 
ons ſo wholly ſubmitted himſelf to the will of God, 


that he was content to transfer his fathers kingdom 
to 


to David and his poſterity, as appeared by the com- 

”, pa& made between them, wherein it was agreed, 

that he ſhould have a care of his iſſue o in the 
I 


laſt battail that was fought with the Philiſtins , he 
moſt vahantly facrificed his own life in defence of 
his Country and Religion, to ſhew that norwith- 
ſtanding he expected no Dominion in his own parti- 
cular, yet he would faithfully perform that office in 
the general , that belonged to his honour and Con- 
ſcience, concerning the juſt defence of the people. 
But for that it may be thought theſe aftions pro- 
ceeded chiefly from the inſpirations of Heaven (as 
no doubt they did ) I ſhall recount ſome more hu- 
mane examples to thew, that this duty hath been e- 
ver eſteemed of a moſt high nature amongſt Hea- 
thens and Philoſophers. To which purpolſelI ſhall 
mention this remarkable preſident of two Learned 
A. wonderful fjends in the the time of Dioxyſ##s the Tyrant. The 
-'7 7 one of them being wrongfully accuſed by the Kings 
- timeof Diezif- ſuſpicion, had liberty notwithſtanding given him to 
; =s the Tyran”- follow his occaſions, upon ſecurity undertaken by 
the other, that if his friend did not return at the day 
appointed, to yeeld his body to the ſtroak of the ex- 
ecutioner, himſelf ſhould pay the forfeiture of his 
offence, by the ſame puniſhment, Whereypon he 

failing ſomething of the time appointed for his a 
pearance, his companion was brought out into the 
Market-place, to ſuffer death according to the a- 
greement ; but the other haſting tothe before 
the Executioner had done his office, and finding his 
dear friend in that poſture, being ſo neer his deſtru- | 

- Ction, ſuddainly caſt himſelf at the feet of Diouyfer, 
. demanding 


demanding his diſcharge, in regard he was ready as 
he ſaid to be facrificed to his indignation and cru- 
eElty. - The other that was prepared for the flaugh- 
ter, being deſirous to redeem his friends life by his 
own lofle, ſeemed not onely extreamly troubled at 
his appearance, but more perplexed a great deale 
at his offer, telling the Judge that now the limited 
tune was expired, he concetved that none but him- 
ſelfe was lyable to the judgement, and therefore 
accordingly ex d the execution : Whereupon 
his companion being tranſported with the feare of 
his friends danger; conjured'the > King 
to confider, not onely with compaſſion , but ſoine 
juſtice, that himfelte was the guilty perſon, and 
therefore it could not ſtand with the rules either of 
equity or humanity, that an innocent ſhould ſuffer, 
when the faulty appeared ready to ſatishe for the 
offence. The other alſo being in a manner beyond 
his ſenſes, finding the King was inclinable to | 
form his friends requeſt , in regard he ſeemed to 
have morereaſon in his pleadings, preſently turned 
to the people, and deſiredtheir afhiſtance this re- 
guage ing that his friend could not now juſtly 

ufter, for that' himſelfe had punttually contracted 
for his'|penalty and redemption. But whilſt the 
{trange and/uncxampled contention continued, to 
the no ſmall iamazement of the fpectators,' who 
could not but wonder at ſo rare ahd' excellent 
a friendſhip, Dionyffus himſelfe after ſomething a 


long pauſeriſe fromhis ſeat, not onely pardoming 


them horthitheir tives 3 bat with all earneſtnefle m- 


treating them, 'totake' him -alfoas athird perſon, 
Y into 
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into their admirable ſociety and friendſhip, which 
hayayed he yrouls pe cy 2 principall honour 

4. happinefle, In this ma no not 
onely he wonderhall effetts of an ork friendſhip, 
but the power of ſuch examples, to ſoften the ſton 
hearts of the molt cruelleſt Tyrants in the omar { | 
W hich ſhews, that even perverſeſt natures may be 
overcome bythoſe noble paſlions,though according 
tothe practice of this age , theſe and the like rela- 
tions may be eſteemed no other then: as ridiculous 


morall' principles, meerly by the rulesof charity 
and gratitude ſeem to ny reſpects due from 
us to others,as well as to our ſelves. 

And our Saviour Chriſt, when he lived here upon 
carth,was fo farre from diſdaining this humane paſ- 
Gon, that he ſeemed to love one Diſciple above all' 
the reſt with a naturall affetion. AsT have related 
this remarkable example of conſtant friendſhip, ſo 
ſhalbI ia this place relate another of admirable love 
and affection, ated by a Heathen Prince, wherein 
he abſolutely overcame his own earthly paſſions, 
meerly to ſatisfie his ſons deſires, 


An ane _ There was a King raigniog in Perfis, who havi 


married a moſt beautifull young Lady, it Geenncl 
his ſonne, a gallant and generous Prince, being _ 
n 
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ken with her rare and excellent parts , fell ofa ſad- 
den ſocxcefiively in love with his faire mother in 
law, that he had no power either to maſter his own 
aſtions, or to conſerve ſo intirely as he defired, his 
ormer approved duty and obedience to his father ; 
in ſomuch as contending ſtrongly for ſome time 
between theſe two extreames, 'at laſt, being wholy 
overcome rather by nature then reafon he waxed 
ſick , which by degrees increaſed ſo violently upon 
his conſtitution, that being able no longer to ſup- 
_ the weight of his diſtemper , he was forced at 
to yeeld tothe perverſeneſie of his infirmiry, 
and by that means within a few daies became paſt 
all hope ef recovery, notwithſtanding the skill and 
diligence of all the beſt Phyficians ofthe Kingdomz 
which not onely hoy cg is father after an extra- 
ordinary manner, but put the whole Court into a 
moſt deſperate ſadneſſe; and the rather was their 
amazement encreaſed, by the opinion conceived of 
the ſtrange fatality of his loſle,fince no art was abte 
to dive into the conjecturall know of his dif- 
eaſe, However when all mens thoughrs were tot 
onely diſtratted, bur at a ſtand, concerning this mi- 
ſerable unfortunate accident,one Phyfitian amongſt 
the reſt, that was better knowing, orat leaft will 
more dili in his ſervice, one day being preſent; 
perceived a wonderfull change, and alteration 
the beating of his pulſe, 'when theQueen entered 
mtorhe' room to viit her ficke fonne m law, in {6 
much as at laſt by more carefy1! oſereanoat by. 
eame certainly informed, GT if 
ſectetlovetothe Kings wife , 'witsthe fole ot! - 
ft = 1 O 
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of his viokent diſtemper; for that his baſbfull and 
dutifull nature durit not own an affection again(t all 
lawes of humanity,: Wherefore retiring himſelfe' 
into his chamber with theſe cogitations, to conſult 
more freely with his thoughts, he concluded that 
it was unpoſlible to ſave the Princes life, . withourt. 
abſohute ſatisfaction in his deſires, and inſtantly he: 


reſolved notwithſtanding; any. hazzard could befall 


him,to make the King acquainted with the diſcove- 
ry of this myſterie, whom he knew had only power 
to ſave his ſon, . fince the Chaſtity of the) Queen was 
no uy: bag be attempted without his-privity. 

In this perplexity, as I may fay,he went preſently. 
unto the King, for that the leaſt protraftion threat- 
ned deſtruction 3 where being come into his pre- 
fence, he fell down at his feet, telling him in parti- 
cular; the condition of the, young Prince, withall 
the circumſtances thereto belonging; and humbly: 
deſired his gracious pardon, it he had any way ot- 
fended him in the relation, fince it was no other 
then, a; dyty he conceived. he was bound to. offer 

his Majeſty, though his life were to ſatisfic the 
altence.. . Lhe King having fully heard this unex- 
pected diſconrie, nut onely pardoned the Phyſitian, 
according to his deſire, and commended him for his 
careand affection; but wiſhed him alſo to bedili- 
nt 10 other diſcoveries. of; the ſame nature. In 
this poſture he preſently went to the Queen, where 
after y —_ —_— he ( to herno ſmall amaze- 
ment.) 0 theſe ſtrange aloges ; he violently 
conjured her by the duty of - wite,,; and. the com+ 
paſſion of a. woman , as alſo the! affeRion , a 
| mother 
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mother in law, to tender his ſonnes life, who 
was as he ſaid, both che hope of his Kingdome, 
and the comfort of his old age, which in particu- 


lar was (» far to obey his commands, that ſhe would. 


condeſcend to promiſe the Prince a fruition of her 
love, upon his recovery. The Queen being ſome- 


thing diſtracted at theſe unuſuall injunctions, not. 


being able perftedtly ro diſcover the Kings minde, 
and lelle reſolving in any kind to injure her own 
honour, ſtood for ſome time inwardly diſputing 


with her own thoughts, untill finding by the Kings. 


further diſcourſes, that as he wiſhed her noway to 
wrong her chaſtity, but onely ſeemingly to ſatisfic 
his ſon , whereby he might be freed from the dan- 
ger of his preſent ſickneſle ; ſo was the leaſt dela 

to the Princes expeCation, no lefle then perſonall 


and preſent death. . Wherefore after ſome other: 


ches and circumſtances of the Kings, the Queer 
in a humble and prom manner uttered this lan- 
age, Thatas her honour was more belonging to 


im then to her ſclſe, in regard of the dignity of his: 


calling;,. fo would ſhe have him to thinke, ſhe ever 
tooke his commands to be the onely rule of her 
obedienec; however ſhe hoped he would not en- 
joyn herany thing that. ſhould be prejudiciall either 
to his Crowne or her owne modeſty z, withwhich 
confidence ſhe promiſed to uſe both charity and di- 
ligence towards the recovery of the Prince. In fine, 

er ſome time the King finding by this means, his 
fon not onely to have paſt all hazzard & danger,but 
to have recovered much of his {trength and beauty 3 
though, as he was informed , he continued (till the 


ſame 
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ſame violent affe&ion to the Queen, he cauſed a 
generall Proclamation to be made through his Do- 
minions, as if he intended to ſacrifice unto the gods 
for the ſafety of the young Prince. And to that 

urpoſe gave order, that upena day appointed his 
Subjects ſhould allemble, according to the cuſtome 
of Perſia, before his Palace gate, there to underſtand 
his further will and pleaſure. The time _ come 
he was mounted upoon a glorious Throne,cloa 
in all his Royall Robes, his beautifull Queen ſitting 
of one bak , andthe Prince his ſon of theother : 
where, after he had made a long and eloquent Ora- 
tion in commendation of his Wives chaſtity, and 
his Sons vertues, whereby he put the people in 
minde of the loſle they might have ſuſtained by his 
death, he not onely in the face of the whole mulri- 
tude beſtowed his Queen upon the Prince for his 
wife, but gave him alſo the —_ of 
many Kingdomer, asa Dower towards the better 
maintenance of their affections, to the joy and a- 
_—_— all = —_— XR R 

. Now, Ifay, if this hi magnanmmi 2 
Heathen Det be well , Btw ror , We ſhall inde 
a wonderfull demonſtration both of his naturall 


_ as well as of his perfe& friendſhip. For 


rit benot to be ſuppoſed, that aman for 

any pretence whatſoever, ſhould give away his wife 
to ſatisfie anothers unlawfull paſiton, being __ 
n the 


2 


the rules of our Religion there appeared 
carriage of the 7 - an intire natu- 


rall love, but a moſt conſtant and firendly affe&ion, 
which no, doube the young man had pg 
om 


o 
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from his father , by his many merits, and other va- 
luable conſiderations, that uſe to unite hearts; and 
ſo, as we may fay, was ſtrongly maintained in the 
thoughts and reſolutions of that Noble Prince : 
for that he determined ( as hath been related ) 
without any manner of refleftion upon his own 
particular, abſolutely to throw away his greateſt 
delights, rather then to hazzard or endanger his 
ſonnez wherein he expreſt more delire of conſer- 
Ping the made love between them , then to ſatisfie 
in any way whatſoever his own appetites. Since 
to this purpoſe, he parted voluntanly with his 
beautifull and vertuous wife out of his own boſom, 
onely to be willing ſtill to enjoy his friends conver- 
fation,to be eſteemed as he believed above all other 
happineſle. And however, as I ſaid before, theſe 
ſtrange examples are not to-be uſed as preſidents, 
for. the directing of our morality , in that they are 
—_ the principles of our Religion; yet truly 

y may ſerve to give ſome teſtimonies reflefting 
upon the | — of theſe times, fince moſt people 
ſeem to elteem- onely private intereſt without any 
confideration either of faith, affection rs na- 
ture. But to ſhew that even nature her ſelfe ſeems 
in unreaſonable creatures to pretend toa certaine 
kind of friendſhip or gratitude upon many occaft- 
ons, I ſhall make relation of one or two Iitortes to - 
that purpoſe, which notwithſtanding they may ap- 
peare in ſome ſort paſt all beliefe, yet are they re- 
corded for truths in authenticall and approved 
Authors, However put the caſe they are not true, 
yet may they ferveas figures for inſ{truftion. 


The: 
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The ſtory of 


The firſt that ſhall be remembred is that of Andro- 


7 why clizs the Roman ſlave, who being cruelly uſed by 
— maſter, fled into the Deſart , his ſervice ; 


which was a crime almoſt eſteemed of the higheſt 
nature in thoſe times : after this flight he remained 
in a.cave concealed for ſome daies, hoping thereby 
the better to avoydthe purſuit. However it ha 
ned in the interim, that a huge Lyon entred the 
place where he was, who having by ſome accident 
gotten a thorne in his foot, and perceiving the man 
there, he preſently fell at his feet,as if he deſired re- 
life at Th, wakes wh whereupon the fellow after ſome 
amazement and feare, perceiving at laſt his inten- 
tion, and glad of the occaſion, undertook cure 
which he might more conveniently pertorme, in re- 
gard he had brought along with him many neceſ- 
aries fit for ſuch a piece of ſervice, in that he was 
accuſtomed by thoſe inſtruments to heale his own 
ſores received from the ſcourges of his paſſionate 
maſter ; by whoſe care and induſtry within a ſhort 
ſpace the Lyon became not onely reaſonably well 
recovered of his wound, but daily went abroad 
into the Forreſt, as well for his own ſuſtenance,as to 
provide alſo meat for his Phyſicianzwhich continu- 
ed them both in that poſture and ſociety,untill the 
ſlave either weary of that uncouth conyerſation, or 
deſirous to fave himſelfe by a further flight, took a 
reſolution to part from the cave; however in the 
execution of his purpoſe he proved ſo unfortnnate, 
that he was again taken and brought to Rame,there 
to be devoured by wild beaſts in - the publique 
Theatre before all the people, asa judgement ow: 
CELVE 
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ceived anſwerable to his crime. But being 5 wry 
upon the day appointed to the fury of a huge Lyon, 
that ſcemedready prepeyd with open mouth to re« 
ceive him, ofa ſfaddento the amazement ofthe ſpe- 
Qators, inſtead of tearing him preſently in pieces (as 
he had done many before) he caſt himſelfe at his fect 
with a tawning countenance; whereupon inſtantly 
enquiry was made after the reaſon of ſnch a ſudden 
change , ſince lately he hat-ſhewed himſelte more 
furious then all other beaſts of his kind. Bur the 
{lave _ examined in many particulars, as if he 
haq uſed ſome inchantment towards the Lyon, he 
declared the whole ſtory of his flight,and of his en- 
tertainment in the Cave; where he cured,as he ſaid, 
the Lyon ofa hurt he bad got in the foot ; for which 
aQ of gratitude,as was cohceived,the beaſt had con- 
tracted ſome frieridſhip with his perſon , that ax yet 
appeared not to be out of his remembrance; fince 
he had expreſt it in as high a way as could be tma- 
— towards his preſervation. All which being 
clieved of the pn the poore {hve was not on! 
rdoned his lite, but his freedom was alſo pupeyen. 
im by his maſter, as a fitting reward for ſoftra 
an accident, Another ſhall alfomentron , thou 
not after the ſame manner, yet tay be eſteemed of 
the like qualiry « onely the difference ts, the one 
contracted friendſhip ont of gratitude atid obliga- 
tion , the other meerely by a fecret inſtin& of na- 
ture. | 


There was x you boy, who was zccuſt ed of- A ſtrange re- 
Schoole. to paſſe ulbrig the-S6k. oe 


fer as he went to 


ſtore of Bayes, whete thete utfed ro frequent 2 great 
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Dolphin, being eſteemed generally the King of fiſh- 
es; untill at laſt there became ſuch an acquaintance 
and familiarity between theſe two creatures, ' that 
the fiſh ordinarily would take bread and other 
things out of the childs hand, as alſo come at the 
ſound of his voyce,when he called him ; ſometimes 
carrying him a mile or two on the Sea; andafter he 
had ſported and played with him there a while, 
would ſet him again on land , and ſuffer him to de- 
part. Which cultome continued untill the boy by 
ſome accident hapned to die; however the Dolphin 
notwithſtanding cally reſorted to the place, 2s it 
were to enquire after his companion whom he milt; 
but at laſt finding he was abſolutely deprived of 
that ſociety, having \crmwr: -06 hope to ba him a- 
r__ violently caſt himfelfe upon the ſands and 

ied, as it was wy 99 meerly for griefe and ap- 
prehenſion of his lofſe. Which ſtory, howeverl 
cannot afftirme for certaine, yet Pliny relates it as a 
truth from many writers : but nevertheleſle taken 
onely for Romancy, it may ſerve ſufficiently for my 
purpoſe, which is to convince people by ſuch in- 
ducements that the bands of friend{itfip ought not 
to be broken upon any condition, without impiety 
& diſhonour; whenas unreaſonable creatures meer- 
ly by the inſtinct of nature,have obſerved theſe ties, 
in ſo muchas men have been amazed at their grati-- 
tude and conſtancy. But now, fince it may be 
thought I have been ſomething tedious upon this 
ſabje&, or rather duty ſo little eſteemed in theſe 
daies, I will come to the laſt fidelity, which in truth 
isa great deale more necelſlary to be obſerved _ 
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then the former, in regard of the daily uſe thereof 
upon all occaſions : which 1s to confider what traſt 
may be thought convenient according to the pra- 
aice of other ages, from ſervants to their patrons. 


8863084028354 0555 d360542 $9568 
The nature and obligation of ſervice. 


His tye of ſervice certainly 1s ded both 
upon divine and morall principles: And our Sa- 
viour ſeemed himſelfe to complaine moſt bitterly 
that none but he which had eate his bread ſhould be 
defigned to lift up his hand againſt him. As much to 
ſay, he of all others ſhould not have been the man 
choſen out for the treaſon. Weread in holy Scrip- 
ture that Abraham not only conjured his ſervant 
a certaine kind of a curſe,by reaſon of thoſe obliga- 
tions, which were due from the nature of his con- 
dition, being one of his family to be faithfull, when 
he ſent him to ſeeke a wite for his ſon in the Coun- 
trey of Meſopotamia; but alſo this godly and oe 
natured perſon himſelfe- was ſo punctuall in obſer- 
ving his Lords commands, and fulfilling with expe- 
dition his expectation, that he could not be perſwa- 
ded ( notwithſtanding the occaſion was extraordi- 
nary, and the intreaty moſt powerfull ) to ſtay any 
longer then one night in the houſe of Zcrhnel/ Re- 
beceas father, in regard of the ſpeciall care was in his 
aftetionate heart , to give his Maſter ſpeedy fatif- 
Z 2 faction 
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—____ factwnin bis mployment, according to his concei- 
ved duty. Neither ma 1s to be ſed, that 
J/eph being intertained onely by a Heathen King, 
would have been foabove meaſure ad vantageable 
in the execution of his office, in buying of all the 
Land of Fgypt to his Lords proper uſe, but rather 
have made a benefit of his propheſying ipirit, to- 
wards the enriching of himſclfe and friend , if he 
b had not thought it at ITeaſtwiſe a morall obligation 
; belonging to his charge. We read that the Angell 
that accompanied young Tobit in his journey pro- 
| miſcd an extraordinary care and diligence in his 
behalfe, being hired thereuntoz which truly in my 
opinion KA taken as.a figure or example of ſcr- 
vice, However there were other high myſteries 
contained in, that fpeciall progrefle ordained by 
God Almighty. Furthermore; 1n. this morall duty 
the Turkes are ſo punctuall in conſerving all man- 
ner of truſts, that the very ſouldiers themſelves.that 
are acculiomed to wait upon, travellers for wages, 
w1il not.in their own perſons do.them any manner of 
1njury,but rather befnd them /with a moſt conſtant 
violence from all ſuch affronts intended them 
from others ; to which purpoſe ſball in this place 
mae relation of a remarkable paſlage , to this 


| | 4 relationofa Some ycers ſince there was a company of Engliſh 
# _ ſoul- men travelling in 1»wrkej, to informe themſelves of 
{ the curioſity of thoſe Countries ; & to that purpoſe 
bh for their better defence, they had. hired: three or 
four ſouldiers to be their guard, whereby to prevent 

all affronts and injuries. that, might be-oftered to 


their 
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their perſons a the barbarons Arabians; in 
which office (as I ſaid before ) they are extreame 
faithfull and diligeut. However it ſo hapned, that 
one of our Countreymen having belike drunk more 
then was convenient, cither for his prefent commo- 
dity or appearing ſafety z and by that means com- 
mitted many extravagant and molt ridiculous inſo- 
lencies in his journey, untill at laſt he tell violently 
upon his own ſouldier, not onely with abuſtve lan- 
age; but alſo in his madd choler gave him many 
lowes, whercat the company was ſomething aſto- 
niſhed'as wellas diſpleaſed ; and the rather A that 
notwithſtanding be purſued the fellow in a moſt 
furious manner: yet the diſcreet & paticnt Janizary 
was (o far from revenging the injury, that he onely 
endeavoured to.avoyd his ſtrokes by flight. But at 
laſt the buſineſle being-compoſed;;and the quarrelt 
taken up, the fouldier was demanded by ſome of 
the company , how he could poſhibly endure 
ſuch affronts and! in juries. from a r; eſpeci- 
ally when he was in: his power, and:under his pro- 
reltion. Whereupoen he:prefently anſwered, that 
however he was abuſed by: anothers infolencyand 
indiſcretion, yet inregard: he had been hired with 
.money to be faithfull in his office, he himſelfe would 
not commit ſo great a wickednefie, asany way to 
deceive his truſt by anathers example;but wasreſol- 
ved rather to fi aſs more prejudice perſonally,then 
to be injuſt in his own duty.By which very act we 
ma pany, what opinion the Turkes have of this 
obligation of ſervice, being contracted for in any 
ind, believing, as:it ſhould ſcem, there depends 
upon 
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upon this duty nor only a tye of truſt and diligence, 
but of humility and ſutierance, whilſt they remaine 
under that condition. Other examples to this effe&t 
might be brought almolt in all ages, to ſhew the na 
ture and practiſe of this obligation, when as con- 
tcmptible {Javes have not _ oftentimes refuſed 
liberty and preterment, but have bit out their own 
tongues upon occaſions being tormented , rather 
then they would accuſe their maſters ; by that 
means, as it were depriving themſelves of the capa- 
city to reveale their ſecrets in any kind, Others a- 
gain in the warres have expoſed their naked bodies 
to the fury of weapons and darts, when they per- 
ceived their maſters perſon in eminent danger, only 
to ſave them from laughter and deſtruction; offe- 
ring their own lives as affeCtionate ſacrifices, to ex- 
retle the better their entire love and fidelity. It 
1s recorded 1n ſome ſtories, that Lecimachws one of 
Alexanders ſouldiers continued ſo faithfull to his 
maſter the King , that however falling into his diſ- 
ps ot relieving of the Philoſopher Cal:ſtines in 
is neceſlities, contrary tohis command, he was con= 
demned ſtngly to encounter a Lyon ; yet when the 
King was in dangertobe loſt, being out of his way 
in a vaſt Deſart, he runne a foot by his horſe (ide a 
whole day together, to the hazzard of his own life, 
until he had brought again him ſafe unto the Army; 
which at&t of courage and fidelity procured him ſo 
much fayour from A/exander, that he became at laſt 
of ſuch cminency, that he proved one of thoſe Cap- 
taines that after the Kings death had in a manner 
the World divided between them. Neither can 


we 
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we but wonder at the (ſtrange examples of fidelit 
that are daily produced among(t the ern which 
opinion as it ſhould ſeem hath been ſo ingrafted in 
their natures and practiſes, ariſing onely from their 
rude principles in religion and morality, that we 
know 1t hath been the ancient cuſtome, if not at 
this day, in many places, tocaſt themſelves in the 
fire with the has of their dead Lords, there alſo 
to be conſumed; as if they thought it cither an 
eſlentiall point belonging to their duty, or an ur- 
doubted part of their happinelle to-accompany 
them in another world, But for a more ncerer te- 
ſtimony of their naturall truſt and affetion , we 
may retlect upon the relation of the bulinelle of Am- 
boyne, wherein ſome Japan ſervants endured moſt 
intolerable torments by the Dutch, becauſe the 

would not accuſe their Engliſh maſters. All whic 

in my ; —_ are apparent evidences, either by the 
light of nature, or from ſome cuſtomary principles 
in religion or morality, even barbarous people con- 
ceive a certaine-duty belonging to thoſe that tye 
themſelves to fucha condition. However for the 
moſt part ſervants of this age, are ſo farre from per- 
forming their duty in this kind, that they doe 
commonly deligne themſelves under ſuch a condi- 
tion,but onely for their own pleaſures and commo- 
modities; as if there were no other obligations to 
be performed, then to be called ſervants: And yet 
porkogs at laſt will violently prefle for rewards, 
when as at beſt their ſervice never merited one fin- 
gleyeers wages: which indeed makes the gover-. 


ning of families almoſt intolerable ; though I muſt 
confefde 
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confelle maſters alſo may be ſomerimes deficient in 
their own obligations. Bur I will 'conchude this 
diſcourſe with aſtory of a poore woman, notwith- 
{ſtanding her (ex wy” have been excuſed, in ſhew- 
ing forth ſuch teſtimonies of magnanimiry and fide- 
lity, which (tory relates muchatfter this manner. 
The Rrave® When that inoſt wicked and bloudy Tyrant of 
wonocrfull iuſ- the World , the Emperour Nero put on a reſolution 
ferings of a to marry Popea, it was thought Gant necetla 
BC” iby this x fever Au to forge talſe accuſations agai 
his lawfull wife 0@aviz, not onely in regard of the 
nobility ofher blood,and extraction, but tor fear leſt 
the people might be overmuch ſcandalized at the 
action ; to w® purpoſe a mayd-ſervant of hers being 
brought to the Rack, before Tyzellinxs that infamous 
and cruell bawd; after many furious and intolera« 
ble torments, which ſhe ſuffered in defence of her 
Ladies chaſtity and honour; art laſt ſhe was deman+ 
ded by that inhumane monſter ſomething concer= 
ning her miſtreſ{es deporement in uncivill rearmes, 
not becomming the modeſty of her womanly cares 
to heare,or her baſhfull congue to anſwer: however 
being violently py notwithſtanding unto a dire 
y, 1h 


and preſent reply, ſhe told hum in ſome paſſion thar 
her Ladies ſecret parts were farre more chaſte, and 
tree from corruption , then his mouth; aud in this 


conflict yeelded up her life to their cruelty , as a te- 
itimony of 0@avias innocency. By this magnani= 
mous ſuffering may be noted the extream fidelity of 
this poore though couragious wench , who was ſo 
farre from betraying her miſtris, that in the very 
heat of her torments the rather choſe to-exaſperate 

the 
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ment, then ſhe would endure to hear ſo much as one 
diſhonourable paſlage tobe mentioned , that con- 
cerned the. dignity of her Ladies perſon , as I may 
lay, diſdainingithat ſo much as one uncividor umbe- 
ſceming word, ſhould; be ſpoke:that concerned her 
honour,though at that time ſhe was forced to enter- 
tain ſuch a combat as might have gained the viftory 
over the {touteltand cotiragious men, that ever 
yet breathed, Which being contidered in cach par- 
ticular,may be thought extraordinary effetts of that 
love and duty that ng to'the condition of ſer- 
vice; for however ſhe could: not without ſome 1. 
piery accule innocency, though many by meer force 
of tortures have been conſtrained to it in their own 
caule, yet if ſhe bad not been: ſo much tranfported 
with her aftectioa to her Miſtrefle;] by which means 
ſhe apparently exaſperated her|judges, 1rhemight 
probably have obtained more favour or leſtezigenr 
- _ _ gy and ——_—_ wherein con- 
the chje animity of they aftian. » » + + 
But asI have hawh fly ran through che evi 
vagancies of nature, and corruptions of manners, 
. from whence probab] ) proceedall humane wiokeds 
neffe, whereby people are carried on, for the moſt 
part to be unjuſt to others, *and injurious to them- 
ſelves 3 not onely apainſt Religion belong! $9 
oO 
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God; but everrcoitrary to thorality apperth 
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the malice of thoſe Tyrants, to her further iſh- 
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4t be a principle moſt believe in the general, yet per- 
haps many may not ſcrioufly enough refletk S—_ 
the true conſideration of their qualities, for if the 
did but apprehend the puniſhment and rewards 
with a competentunderſtanding- belonging to good 
and evi), it were impoſhible upon every flight occa- 
fion, to be carried away ſo much with prepoſterous 
practiſes, as in this latter age tells us men 
are,  W , that we may come ſomethidg 
neerer our thoughts, by a collection of ſome circum- 
ſtances of theſe particulars, as the Church of God 
tells us there is a Hell and a Heaven, which muſt by 
conſequence follow, if there be a God and a Devil; 
ſomay wein a ſort meaſure out their natures and 
properties, by ſome humane deſcriptions and com- 
pariſons, although in no other manner, then the 
twilight reſembles the day , or the leaſt ſtar in the 
firmament the bright Sun. And firſt we will begin 
with Hell. 
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ral terments of Hell, 


4 FN-oarrs asI have intimated already, notwith- 
| ſtanding it be un le to comprehend ſuth- 
ciently the intollerable torments | of this infernal 


habitafion, by the meer henfion of that 
\procerds no furcher thea humane capacity, whewes 
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theſc infinite milenes being inſtituted by Almighty 
God in the greateſt fury of -his wrath, muſt needs be 
ſpiritual, and conſequently ſu }, to ſatisfie 
his judgement, wherefore neither confined to place 
nor ſubject to mitigation, yer being computed with 
worldly ſufferings, we may in ſome ſort he ſeniible 
of their effects, it not of their natures and qualities. 
For which purpoſe let a man but ſet before his con- 
ſideration and apprehenſion the miſcrablc conditi- 
on of a perſon caſt into adeep and dark Dungeon, 
without hope of- redemption, full of nothing but 
horrid diſpaire and —_——_ there co have 
his naked body laid upon a broiling Gridiron over a 
moſt ſul}pherous and ſcorching fire, whilſt his ten- 
der fleſh by piece meals, ſhould be continually torn 
from the bones by hot pincers, withall the violence 
and cruelty that could be imagined; whetherorno 
it can be ſuppoſed that this miſerable wretch would 
not redeem his deplorable captivity if itlay in his 
power, with the greateſt pennance anda itie, 
that were ever yet ſuffered upon earth by any mor- 
tal creatuiesz however, theſe puniſhments were on- 
ly deſigned for ſome tew yeers: ſo that let what 
man ſoever confider but the ſhortneſſe of humane 
life in this world, wherein any thing can be acted or 
ſuffered by an equal eſtimate, and then tell mewhe- 
ther that perſon be not a moſt intolerable fool that 
ſeems ſo bewitched with momentary & painted de- 
lights, that he cannot in any kind refletupon thoſe 
torments that ſhall neither be confined to him, or 
can admit of any mannerof compariſon; for if all 


the tortures that were ever yet invented by __ 
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molt cruelleſt and ſubtileſt Tyrants, were to be laid 
upone ſufferer , with the greateſt art and violence 
could be deviſed,to caufe deſpair and increaſe utt{i- 
cion, yet were they nomore to be eſteemed in re- 
__ the ro torments then the leaſt biting 
a flea isto be compared to thoſe puniſhments we 
bave mentioned, though cance, ws I fay, with 
what worldly p_ ſoever; or then is the ordinary 
fire we uſe, tobe likned to the Suns brightneſle , or 
he lightnings effect that in an inſtant;procures both 
and.amazenient z Since we mult expett the tor- 
ments.n the other life; to be ſo far from being un- 
der{tood, or comprehended by any humane imagi- 
nation, that they are created not onely by God 
mighties omnipotency, not a natural way asearthly 
things are, but as it were in the very (pirit of hisin-+ 
dignation againſt fin, that is bentght wr to his 


Majeſty a million of times, then light is to dark- 

Ee. For as we muſt ſuppoſe them ordained, 
onely to proſecute a divine vengeance, never more 
tobe pacifyed by what mediation foever, and as lit- 
tle the Executioners to be won toany manner of 
cotapathion: fo ought we to be aſſured, that buth 
ſoul and _—_—_— endure, not onely one common 
and particulartorment, but multitudes of every 


kidde;, anfwerable to each nature. For as the foul 
ſhall be coritinually tormented with the thought of 
that loſs it hath ſuſtained,being debarred from Hea» 
ven, and being brought into a moſt deſpairing con« 
dition; never tobe redeemed by any care or endea+ 
your, {0 ſhall every ſenſe of the body and member 
a part be ſenſible of diſtin puniſhments, atm 
0 
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of the whole, though each inſufferable in every 
particular, and yet notwithſtanding muſt be enchi- 
rd. altogether without either relaxation vr inter- 
miſſion, As for exainple, our eyes will be deprived 
otall light and faculty of ſeeing, and yet neverthe- 
lelle mult be continually frighted , with moſb ngly 
and horrid viſions of all forts that can work'terrour 
ma bodies a nlion. Our hearmg likewiſe, 
although abſolutely obſtructed and deaf, as toany 
diſcourſes of pleaſure and conſolation with other 
tones of harmony and delight,yet ſhall we conceive 
alwayes to up in our imaginarions, moſt ter- 
ible curſing, ings, and other diſtaſtful lamen- 
tations of tortured perſons. The ſmell in like 
manner, however of no uſe to our benefit and 
commodity , - yet ſhall. remaine alwayes ſuffoca- 
ted and choaked with ſtinking cotruprions of ſaf- 
ficient r _—_—_— whole worlds of people. 
Our , though continually glutred with loath- 
ſaine ſuperfluitics 1g every kinde, yet notwithſtan- 
ing ſhall we indure moſt outragious hunger atid 
thirſt, to the very appetite and violent defire of cat- 
ing and conſuming of our own bowels and intrails, 
for want of food and nouriſhment. And for our 
feeling, we (hall need no more compartifon,then per- 
fdly to reflect upon either thoſe torments we have 
already mentionedin this Ijfcourſe, of ferioully to. 
confider what is poflible for le to ſuffer; either 
by fire, ſword, ſcourges, or the like; bythe craelty 
of what. .Tyranny foever | withont' trtermiffion, 
However, as [ have ſaid before, all earthly rortares 
are no more to be compared with Hell fire ;_ then a 
man - 


——_—— 


man lying warm in his bed furniſhed with all de- 
lights is to be eſteemed miſerable, like him who be- 
ing flcad of his skin is preſently caſt into a frozen 
pour to be tormented to death with cold. For the 
re which is to be puniſhment to the damned, hath 
three properties, as I may ſay, infinite in their na- 
rures, violently tending unto the unhappineſle of 
men condemned by the Majeſty of God. The firſt 
1s, that it can never be extinguiſhed by what art or 
wer ſoever. The ſecond, that it (ball never waſte 
ic (elf for want of matter to work upon, oratall 
conſume the fubjet of its fury. And the third is, 
that it ſhall be no way limited in effect, being as ma 
ſay, infinitely vigorous. So that we may conclu 
thoſe flames to be powerful without reſiſtance, laſt- 
ing without end, and violent beyond ſufferance. 
des, it hath no manner of affinity at all, with 
any kinde of comfort or conſolation , much lefle is 
it conſtituted to delight ſenſe, or pleaſe a = 
fjon. For it burns in darkneſle , it ſcorcheth with- 
out warmth, and continues without uſe. Where- 
as thoſe fires we have noon earth, are but hurtful 
onely according to accident and application, for 
bowever,they prejudice ſometimes our perſons,and 
hinder our commodity, yetin the interim they af- 
ford a certain —_—_ of content and C_—_ in 
being ved, the nature thereof being of a plea- 
fant a | = the worft. And norwirhſtending hey 


often yand conſume with no ſmall vio 


yet at that very time, they contribute ſom 

commodity to the beholders, cither by reaſon of 

warmth or light, which are properties delightful 
| naturally 
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naturally to. our hamane ſenſes; whereas thoſe 
black and un rved flames of Hell, arenor made 
capable at all of any mannerof beneficial qualiry; 
as mg wholly and infinitely intended by theex 
ſperated juſtice of Almighty God, for aMfiction and 
puniſhment* So that if people would but feriouſly 
conhder theſe fearful particulars, and withal how 
little able mens bodies are in this world (according 
to the cultome of this luxurious age) toendure any 
Ext hardneſle (when for the moſt part 
we ſeem tely ſenſible of the leaſt aking of a 
tooth, bein ready tocoafine our ſelves to our beds 
for a ſmall deflution of Khume) me thinks the ve- 
ry apprehenſion of what may befal-our condition. 
in the other life, ſhould make us perfettly fick in- 
deed, h I donot ſay, of difpair, yet of profi- 
table erations,, whereby either to 

auſterities, or reſtrain vices z Again, if naturally we 
cannot brook the ſ1ght onely of tortured perſons in 
this world chaſtiſed for their n&{demeanours, by a 

- certain.kinde of antipathy againſt blood and cruel- 
oQ 3 how ſball we beable to ſuffer the torments of- 
cll both in body and ſoul, when as God himſelf is- 
the Judge with a frowning brow, being an injured 
Majeſty, and the devils the execurtioners full of un- 
f malice towards mankinde , in being ex- 
ed into their places, which they will be ſure ever 
toremember with ad , when their power 
be no more circumſcribed and limited in that 
ular. O ſtupendious miſery without bounds 
limits orcad, ich however, by the opinion of 
molt Drviaes, ſball be increaſed  ” 
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1 & memory we ſhall retain, in concerning how 
——_—_ were deprived of the ht ofGod 
by reaſon of nothing but our own fooliſh negligen 
ces, when we had the happy means fo convenient! 
and lovingly offered us by the pation of our 
bleſled Saviour; who certainly, as it may be concei- 
ved, would not have dyed and ſuffered for us, if the 
prevention of theſe horrid tarments, had not been of 
a molt infinite conſequence to olir avail. Beſides, we 
may in ſome ſort meaſure thenature of the torments 
in Hcell,not onely by the devils cruelty, but by their 
ugly ſhape and detormity z finceas it is believed, if 


a-man could but ſee one of them in his-proper co- 


lours and horrour of his Othce, 'it were unpoflible 
to live after it one minute; much more what an un- 
ſpeakable terrour to be in the company of many 
millions of them for. multitudes of ming ages,  &- 
ſpecially, as I ſaid before, havingobtained an abſo- 
lute jurfſdiftion over our perſons, neither to be re- 
deemed Dy any moreinduſtry, or their cruelty to be 
allwaged by any compaſiion or my And theſe 
torments and horrours, no doubt, will-be amplified 
and augmented in a moſt high kinde, by that terr- 
ble and bottomleſle deſpair, rhat ſhall continual! 
pollefle and affii& our thoughts , as well in concet- 
ving the preſcpt miſeries we futter, - as in folly ap- 
moding we ſhall never enjoy # berter condition: 
And yet notwithftanding, 'wefhall 'be ſo far fois 
proguri the leaft confideration from- | 


19 QUF , that as the Devits- will pe ally 
inſultanderumph overoo perſons eee 
ſofhalithe juſtice of AlmigtityGod', evil 
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his Throne of glory, put us in minde of thoſe faults 
for which ly we endure all our intolerable 
puniſhments, as it were by that means returaing 
our curſes and blaſphemies upon ous heads, toour 
greater ſhame and rorment, which our deſperate 
condition would willingly caſt up at the _— 
of Almighty God. Neither will it be our {mal- 
leſt miſery ( though all is infinite and bound- 
leſſe) to bebold with the eyes of qur tormented 
ſoule the ſtrange darkneſle of the place, wherein 
we are 1mnpriſoned for ever, bein af a molt narrow 
capacity and extent, and yet filled with ſo many 
horrid contuſjons of all ſorts, without any diſtin&1- 
on in the leaſt kind, that can pretend to variety; in 
ſo much as it may be reſembled to the worlds Chaos 
before the creation , though much more ugly and 
deformed, All thee excellive, boundleſle and, in- 
comprehenſible miſeries (I ſay) we doe more then 
hazzard to undergoe onely becauſe we cannot finde 
in our hearts to forbeare the violent carreere of all 
paſlions and ions in every thing. However 
without tenjoyed any way in the greateſt per- 
fetion can be deviſed in the world, _ molt agree- 
ing with naturall ſenſe and appetite, yet in effect 
they» will prove but like the ſeeming beautifull 
apples, growing upon the bankes of Sodowe, , which 
being a containe nothing within them but 
duſt and aſhes. Nay further, I dare boldly and 
with confidence affirm , that men for the molt part 
undergoe more. labour, paincs and vexation, both 
in mindc and body, in procuring their own damna- 
ions , then others ( that mane, earthly ns" 
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indifterent in their defires ) doe m purchaſing the 

joyes of Heaven. Wherefore I muſt conclude thoſe 

perſons to be -wonderfull ftrange creatures, that 

continue in ſoſtupid a madnetle, incompatied about 

with ſuch infinite hazzards, onely tb maintaine the 

policthon, or I may fay rather an appetite to pur- 

chaſe thoſe things, which truly in themſelves well 

conſidered, are not at all eſlentiall to any manner of 
apprehenſion or fruition; which infallibly demon- 

ſtrateth that mans faith is defeQive, or bis judge- 

ment not competent, {ince either he muſt not be- 
lieve what the Church and Scriptures tell him , or 
wants ability in his nature truly to comprehend 
the valew and waight of fuch principles; in 
this refpet may be ſaid to reſemble the for ra- 
to exceed him in inſenſibility ) that chofe to be a 
King onely for one-yeere, and afterward all daies of 
his life coendare nothing but hunger, beggery and 
miſery. For certainly as mans continuance in this 
world is no more to be thought of in compariſon of 
eretnity, then one _ to be valned with the 
longeſt age ; ſoare all the affiictions npon carth thar 
were ever yet endured by fleſh and blood , no more 
to be eſteemed with thoſe rorments of Hell, then 
dreams are to be reckoned with realities, Neither in 
trath can they admit of any manner of hamane fimi- 
litude. . 

But now that we have brought into our remem- 
brance ſome kind of repreſentation of theſe fearfult 
expeations, from the fevere juſtice of Almighty 
God, his Majeſty being exaſperated agaimft finners, 
we will a little endeavour to ſweeten thefe appre- 

ons, 
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henfions, by ſome eſtimats of thoſe bleſſings which 
his mercy hath prepared 1n Heaven for his friends. 
However they are much more difficultto be deſcrt- 
bed then the torments of hell, by reaſon the ſoules 
fruition chiefly conſiſts in ſpeculation, that is in be- 
holding the beatified viffion of God with Knows 
ledge and ſecurity, which,as Lmay ſay, not.at- all 
to be comprehended by our hnmane.ſenſes, and 
little more by the conceptions of our ſoule, being 
accompanied with the body unrefined : Which was 
the cauſe that 4ſ{4howet onely inſtituted a Paradiſe 
of ſenſe, more probably to rake the appetites 
Diſciples and followers ; crafrily conceiving, that if 
he ſhould have preached to them fuch highrmyſte- 
ries, and promiſed to them rewards paſt their eap#- 
cities naturally to'conceive or apprefiend,ir would 
have quickly beat down the new Gontition of His 
wicked building ; fince the common people tight 
not have been ſo ready to have followed his etitice- 
ments, and entertained his dofrine : For truly hid- 
den and fupernaturall things are not ſo plrafible to 
humane nature, as fach asare more vilible to the 
eyes, eares, and fleſhly ſenies, which ſeem better to 
perſwade common and not illuminated underſtan« 
dings. Neither is TE poſſible to procure a compe- 
tent proportion of this illumination neceſſary; to 
falvation , without ſome ſpeciall grace firſt parcha» 
fed from Almighry God ; gained , as I may fay, by 
our earneſt deſires, and diligent endeavortrsto ſerve 
bum both-with our hearts and ations, according to 
the Churches direqtions. But now to our ptirpoſe 
concerning our heavenly + —— 
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The wonderfull properties, and infinite felicities 
of Heawen in ſome ſort deſcribed , according to 
humane appreben(ton. 


Ac Heaven cefttainly was ordained by Almighty 
God, for the ort and felicity not onely of 
his ſervants, but for the further declaration 
of his Majeſty and glory, ſo may it be very well ſup- 
poſed, to be the prime piece of his creation,when as 
it is illuſtrated, asI may ſay, by his own preſence 
that could not be created, and he being wonderfull 
and omnipotent in all his works, no doubt hath 
appointed that celeſtiall manſion, to be fully re- 
pleniſhed with all manner of fatisfatory varieties 
and beautics beyond any kind of tion: For 
if we with our naturall eyes cannot behold the Sun, 
without amazemenr ; eſpecially when we confider 
and know it to be by evident demonſtration above 
a hundred times bigger then Se whole earth, ſhi- 
ning and caſting his light in ſuch an admirable 
manner, to the benefit of the whole world, and yet 
muſt be at laſt changed or brought tonothing, asa 
contemptible creature, onely for a time made for 
mans uſe and commodity , without any manner of 
intention of eternity, what may we thinke of that 
refulgent habitation, where God himſclfe hath _ 
ce 
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ced his Throne, not onely to endure for ever and 
ever, but where he hath deſigned particularly his 
Pory,goodnel s and omnipotency,to be worfhipped 
and adored ina full and open proſpet by us after 
the clouds of our fraile nature are diſperſed from 
before our ſoules view, that darken her light and 
underſtanding , whilſt ſhe walkes here upon earth 
cloathed with fleſh and blood. O that it ſhould be 
ſlble that people can be taken with the repre- 
entations of dainty maſkes and the like, where 
onely fained Gods ” om to be drawn in golden Cha- 
riots through the ayre, in which entertainment 
oftentimes our ſenfes are ſo tranſported, that in 
our hearts we could wiſh to enjoy no other _—_— 
nefle but to be alwaies in ſuch company, where de- 
licious gardens and fountaines might ſtil afford our 
appetites varieties of carthly- pleaſures, and*'yer 
when any diſcourſes are offered to our cares of theſe 
ſupernatura)l and incomprehenſible delights,both' 
certain and permanent, we appeare altogether, as it 
were dead and inſenſfible of the leaſt apprehenſion 
of ſuch perfeftions.. Alaſle, how we may 
our ſelves to. be overcome but with the reading of 
idle Romances; or hearing other ſtories that tell 
us with a world of fiftions of admirable places of 
pleaſure, wherein remaine nothing but Nymphes 
and Ganemedes. Yet. when we underſtand theſe 
true beatirudes to be deſcribed in Scriprure, and 
ſet forth by other religious Authours, they-ſeem not - 
at all either to move ourdefires, or ſtir our appe- 
tites, The reaſon of which 1 ſay is 'nothing but a 
certain kind of ſtupidity, engrafted in our _ 
itions 
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fitions by cuſtom , in regard we haye not procured 
ſo-much grace from Almighty God ( for want of 
diligence 1n his ſervice)as cleare our mentall 
{} tion, and elevate our ſoule to our proper 

phere, there ro converſe knowingly : for ſuch reli- 

10us perſons as have in a manner any way morti- 
hed themſelves to the world, I dare be bold to at- 
firme, take more delight and felicity in one heaven- 
ly rapture, .then we can poſhbly in a thouſand of 
theſe fantaſticall imaginations that” doe but leave 
the foule darkned in her underſtanding, without 
any reall ſatisfaQtion at all enjoyed. 

"Bur let us come as neere as wecan by ſenſe to the 
apprehenſion of theſe heavenly excellencies, as! 
may ſay, by natuzall and/humane compariſons,ſince 
it 15 unpaſhible altogether to ſhake off the appetites 
of this groſle clay , that wilt downward' doe what 
we can, eſpecially leading our manner of lives. To 
this ob will begin ftr{t with the wonderfull 
extent of Paradile, being certainly one of the chiefe 
properties. belonging to the beauty of any 'place or 
habitatiqn.z for which ctfe&t we ma uo 
the. conlideration of the round: ball of the ea 
being of no penurious dimenfion , to be cove 
over with a large and vaſt Canopy of what matter 
W6, _ ot, though moſt admirably contrived ; 
and, fprinkſed clean through with multitudes of 
bright Starres., ſome equalling the whole world in 
greatneſte., and yet ſeem to polleſic in a manner no 
place atall in the firmament ; by which compariſon 
we, may-in ſome fort give a rovi en of 
the .hugeneſle and capacity of the Heaven of Hea- 


vVcns 


<4 CO OR WwAa%kssi 


= 


Ia 


> ——— — --  —— 


_— 


vens, wherein God Almighties chiefe glory is pla- 
ced; which is fo farre above all theſe tranfitory 
Spheres both in _—_ and greatneſte, that we may 
imagine it to increafe, as one circle doth within an- 
other from this lower Heaven, untill it come not 
onely unto an unmeaſurable, but ati unconceivable 
vaſtnefle and infinity. Sv that without any mote 
difpute Fe may yery well conclude, that the Para- 
dife of the ble —— withoutlmitation; and 
lo conſequently exceed all proportion anſwe- 
rable to mans conception. The next benefir that 
may be thought to belong to this glorious habita- 
tion is Clarity, which certainly is fo exceedingly 
illuſtrious in this place beyond exprefſion, that as 
we I the whole frame of the Heaven to 
be a tranſparent and Chryftalline matter,ſo 
is every foule theyeiti remaining qualified or ador- 
ned with a particular lyght or ſhining , according to 
the degree of its happy eſtate, which neverthelefle 
in each doth exceedingly out-doe the brightneffe of 
the naturall Suntie in hisgreateſt ſplendour, For 
that Planet , however created with admirable pro- 
perties for mans commodity , yet being not ordai- 
ned for n—_—_ , theeffefts thereof cannot be per- 
fe& in any kind, becaufe ir ſelfe warits alfo an abfo- 
lave perfeqtion'iin nature, Wherefore cring r 
ther ſo many excellent lights, wonderfull in bri 
nefte, and delightfull in aſpet, what may we con- 
ceive of the glory of the Celeſtiall habirarion? e- , 


ood whey the refulgent rayes "ant 
b countenance of every Saiht and Angell, 
can reflet upon nothing (avT ſaid before) burupon 

a 


- = 
= CES - 
- 


— 


a certaine Chryſtaline matter, tranſparent without 


all compariſon beyond all the Diamonds of the 


world, reverberating in that manner backe againe 
with more Charity through the whole. And asthe 
period and Crown of this admirable luſtre remaines 
eternally the continuall preſence of the Sonne of 
God, in whom all things are amr —Fs TIE 
without obſtacle, whole Majeſty ,outſbirfts theſe 
created and leſter lights, a million of times more 
then doth the great Candle of the Element darken 
the ſmalleſt twinkling Starre that can be perceived 
by any ye 3 Whoſe aſpedt is of ſuch an infinite 
brightneſle, that the bleiled Spirits themſelves were 
not able to behold his own and fathers Divinity; 
unlefle they were umpowered by their coodnelle 
ro ſuch a perfection, which renders them not onely 
capable of that happineſlſe; but alſoof the under- 
ſtanding and Pe knowledge of what they are 
permitted toſee: ſo that there can be no doubt at 
all made but that the Clarity of Heaven doth equall 
every way the capacity thereof; and the rather ſo 
to be believed, for that by moſt expreſſions in holy 
Scripture the joyes of Paradiſe are figured by that 
denomination of light and brightneſle. In the third 
place we may reflect upon thoſe infinite and innu- 
merable beauties that adorne this mentioned (plen- 
dour , the leaſt of which is not onely capable to ra- 
viſh all our urn our natures were capa- 
able to entertaine ſuch divine happineſle, but alſs 
would be able to create in the very nuns 
a true taſt and fruition of their excellencies, whic 
our mortall frailty now doth not ſuffer us to polleſs. 
in 
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in 'thoſe carthly things we have though they are 
farre fromi contaming; the 'leaſt- perfection whatſo- 
ever. If the ſpacious Ovall room in Neroes Palace, 
wherein were placed bright looking-glaflesin every 
Angle that repreſented ſome humane varieties of 
flouriſhing gardens, bedeckt with beautitully Flow- 
ers: and magnificent fountames'z at whoſe cleare 
{treams many ſorts of creatures ſeemed to take re- 
freſhment , could attra& every ſpectators eye to 
wonder and amazement, which onely was contri- 
yed by earthly art and induſtry : what may we con- 
ceive this heavenly place to bez that had not onely 
a divine Majeſty, but omnipotency for its founder? 
Beſides that, it 1s deſigned for a perpetuall habitati- 
on of his own glory. Certainly it Tempe in Greece 
afforded ſuch plentifull matter for poeticall hcti- 
ons, which was onely a ſmall valley of naturall de- 
lighrs, in ſo much as it almoſt gave opinion to the 
rude multitude, of the ſtation of blefled and happy 
ſoules after this life, why ſhould not the leaſt con- 
{ideration of theſe eternall beauties tranſport our 
thoughts and delires beyond all reſt and quiet, un- 
till we had purchaſed the poſleſſtun to our ſelves, 
though bought at neverdo deare a rate by the cru- 
cifying ofall mordinate pattionsand affections. 1 
muſt confelle it is more then difficulty to repreſent 
however but ro the imagrmation- onely beauties, 
when neither the matter hath been ſeen,or the form 
1s to be comprehended ; nevertheleſle we are to 
conceive by taith, that Heaven being God Almigh- 
ties pertecteſt building, is in all parts furniſhed with 
infinities- of pleaſant and delighrfull objects to the 
Cc view; 
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view; eſpecially if we conſider that an Angell is 
moxe glorious in his own proper nature, then all the 
beauties of rhe world - r__— and thoſe be. 
ing in a manner innume , and diſtin& in forme 
andexcellencics,(though all to be beheld at one in- 
ſtant) what a repreſentation muſt that be to capa- 
city, that is not onely divinely enabled todiſtin- 
guiſh of varieties, but to judge of —_ which 
properties certainly we ſhall tully enjoy , being 
there happily placed ; but above all if we enter 
anto the oa Fr of God himſelfe , whois the 
great maker of every beauty fitting. in his Throne 
of honour, with all his glorious rtiers about 
hun, cloathed with a raviſbiag ſplendour. O what a 
ſight of ſatisfation will that be, to the cleare faculty 
of ur ſoules, neither dull'd by obſtructions, nor 
hindered by interpoſitions 3 and more infinitely 
taking (ball it be, for that,as through a tranſparent 
and admirable glaſſe,in him we ſhall evidently ſee 
not onely our own happineſle to the beſt advan- 
wes but all other beauties that are made by him- 

fe , both with a perfed ſcience and abſolute 
fruicon. 

Agaiv, if we conceive varieties to be another per- 
&ction, we may conlider what a multitude of ſeve- 
<> EF of glories there are in that bright and 
bl Palace,, whenevery order of Angels, and 
each Angell in his-own particular feat and place, is 
ingnthed both in office and luſtre, though all 
united jn their wils and obedience, that makes the 


greater harmony z which number, for ought I know 
may be above a million of millions; whom, as I ſay 
\ 
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we ſhall all know and fee without corruption or = 


impediment, not as we doe now people of this 
wortd ſub jet to inconſtaney and imperfections, but 
alwaies united} with fweet countenance and plea- 
ſind diſpoſitions, producing variety ofnew dchpghts 
to our imaginations, that cannot be deceived with 
any falſe obje&s. Beſides, we ſhall behold all the Pa- 
triarchs, Prophets, "HS: and Martyrs that ever 
have been in the world, bearing about with them 
the honourable Enſignes of their tufferings and ver- 
tucs, to our moſt unf! ble delight in every 
particular; but above all, we ſhall be more then 
tranſported with a heavenly ſatisfation to con- 
template the diverſity of favours beſtowed upon 
the blefled and incomparable Virgin , by the love 
and power of the holy Trinity, who ts placedas 
we may ſuppoſe upon a Throne of one intire Car- 
buncle, clothed in a garment wrought all over wich 
fuch heavenly varieties, that nature never knew, 
or Angels can imitare, bearing alſo upon her head a 
Crown of ſtars, enterwoven with rich ſtones of all 
colours and beanties, in compariſon of which, Dia- 
monds and Rubiesare more baſe then the roughel?t 
pibles are, to the moſt rareſt Jewels that were ever 
yet worn oy Princes upon carth, with a thouſand 
other excellencies, nomore to be numbred then to 


be deſcribed. Truly, if the ſeverall and vartable 
fancies of this world have ſo much power to intoxi- 
cate our brains, towardsa perpetuall confuſion and 
eternall damnation; I ſee no reaſon why theſe ex- 
ceſſive and fatisfatory varieties of Heaven welt 


conlidered ſhould not oftentimes,if not corttimualty 
Cc 2 ſettle 
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ſettle our. ju ts to-more profitable and more 
necellary —_— for certainly jt 1s no other 
thing then diverſity of earthly Chy s that cou- 
zen 'our ;appetites to;ſo diſorderly, and extreame 
prejudice,8 ſuggeſts to our imagination ſtrange and 
1impoſlible frutions, both againſt reaſon, and con- 
trary to faith. ' But as certainly theſe varictics of 
Paradiſe are more then numerous;z- ſo may we con-' 
ceive.the ſociety to be an{werably excellent there- 
unto in every reſpett : in regard there is none can 
be thither admitted , but thoſe who have been ex- 
tiaordinary , and I may fay in ſome fort admirable 
for their vertues and goodneſle in this world ; and 
being there glorified and refined , their exceUencics 
of nature and diſpoſitions appeare as through a 
tranſparent glaſle , not onely to themſelves but to 
each one of the blelled in particular, to an infinit 
of ſatisfaQtion inſociety and converſation; vane 4 
it be not exerciſed by the tongue or ſenſes accor- 
ding to humane praQiſes, but rather in a concor- 
daney of wils _—_ affections, whercin charity and 
love, principally predominates. 3 by which, means 
every ſoule is induced to deſire and covet the good 
&-proſperity of each other equall with his own ; ſo 
that not onely every appetite of envy is abſolutely 
baniſhed from, that glorious and heavenly ſociety, 
but the. leaſt repining, is taken away at any others 
referment and advancement; however it 15 not to 
doubted, but that there are ſeverall degrees of 
happinelle in that bleſled manſion ; which: muſt 
mL renderthe converſation admirably ſweet and 
delighttull , by reaſon of ſo abſolute an unity in 
5 affections, 
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affetions. For as none ſhall be lead away with-an 
manner of paſſion of ſelt-love, and as little will he 
conceiye that he wanteth an. abſolute perfection is 
his own ſtate and condition 5, ſo the chiete felicity: 
any foule ſhall poſlefle in that heavenly habitation, 
is to ſee God, and by that conſequence mult ac- 
company. her fellows in the honour and worſhip 
which 1s not onely due to his divinity , but ſhall be 
thought the greateſt increaſe of her own glory can 
poſſibly be enjoyed , ſince from that infinite Ma-- 
jeſty cach bleſled Spirit doth extract all pleaſure, 
content, and ſatisfaction, as from a valt Ocean of 
bleſlednefle, reſembling our naturall Sea here upon. 
carth, that beſtows benefits and vertues upon eyery; 
great River and little Brook , according to its pro- 
perty and capacity : whilſt in the interun our bleſ- 
edand all powerfull Saviour, reſembling alſo, in. 
ſome ſort the reſplendent Sunne, that hath the do-. 
mination of every earthly thing, by his influence 
exhales from his Litbers oodnetle and luſtre a con- 
venient proportion of all heavenly graces, to be- 
ſtow what-quantity he pleaſcth of conlolations in 
every reſpedt, upon thoſe of. his perpetuall King- 
dome, united as I may ſay in ſo harmanious aſo- 
ciety, as can never be ſevered in the leaſt kinde, et-- 

ther by diſtance or diſaffeftion. | 
Laſt of all, we may refle& upon the abfoluteſecu- 
rity of this happy. Allembly.z not onely (Gin effect; 
but alſo aflured in their owne knowledges , which: 
renders any. condition fatisficd beyond. meaſure 3 
for it ſeems to be a triumphant Crown , that makes 

all endeavours majeſticall by reaſon. of the po 
| ence 
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dence in the concluſion , go without EEG an 
opinion new perturbations will contin ariſe 
| | = diſquiet the pofleflion of any felicity and de ighe 
| enjoyed; which, asI - ſo wen 77 fu enag ed 
in this celeſtiall Paradiſe, that God ighty nei- 
| ther will nor can looſe his ſubje&s and friends. And 
I | as little is it poſlible he ſhould be deficient in his 
| own mercies and goodneſle ; fo that being once 
placed in his ſight , we ſhall not necd to feare either 
circumvention or inconſtancy; for all ations will 
be the ſame, and every thought free from variation. 
In like manner as our State will be intirely perfect, 
ſo cannot our wils be any way perverted, ſince 
. thoſe ſenſuall imperfections of furfeit and deſire, 
muſt be all taken from our natures, as dependant 
only upon earthly & tranſitory pollefſions; tor that 
however there will appeare in that glorious ſtation 
ſeverall degrees of beatitudes, all diſpoſed to no- 
thing but to God Almighties will and pleaſure, 
though with a reference to each particular deſert ; 
yet none of any degree but will be fully conten- 
ted with his own proportion abundantly, without 
coveting more, or doubting what he hath, ſince in 
beholding God, he enjoyes what he can wiſh, in 
| —_— is contained all knowledge, happineſle, and 

ecurity. 
Now if all theſe iculars be well conſidered 
with competent underſtanding , not onely concer- 
ing this celeſtiall being of the bleſſed, bur of the 
iforable condition of the damned, fice the prin- 
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ciples cannot be denied by any Chriſtian faith, cer- 
tamly the thoughts thereof cannot chuſe but ſtirre 
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up in people either ſome ſparkles of devotion,or at 
leaſtwiſe procure much abatement of vice eſpe- 
cially if it be alſo remembred with any mannerof 
contemplation,that perpetuity 1nfallibly appertains 
to both theſe places. 
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Certain conſideration of Eternity. 


A Vaſt Sea of amazement may eteraity be eſtee- 
med, that neither can be bounded for its ex- 
tent, or fathomed in ics depth. For if a man were 
enjoyned but to drive a Snaile to the furtheſt part 

the Indies, over a thouſand interpoling Rocks 
and Mountaines; or ſhould be obliged to drie all 
the waters upon earth onely by one drop after ano- 
ther, giving to eacha yeeres ſpace 3 yet might there 
be ſome hope in time to accompliſh theſe ſtupendi- 
ous labours. But this never to be ended ſeaſon car- 
ries with it ſuch an incomprehenſible extent , that 
all the art and knowledge of the world can procure 
no other definition thereof, but onely to give it a 
name, whilſt the conſideration may be ſaid to ſtapi- 
fie all memories and capacities. So that, I ſay, mi« 
ſerable man may be the ſubjett of all compaſſion, 
and the very ca of every wonder, that to pur 
chaſe the -pofiellicn of forme few trifles here upon 
earth, which in truth are rather nothing at all, onely 


for one minuts ſpace, or breath of time in confide- 
ratio:: 
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-ration of Eternity, doth not onely loſe the fruition 
of theſe excellent and everlaſting benefits ſo largely 


mentioned, but alſo moſt inconliderately and de 
peratcly doth caſt himſelfe headlong 1nto a darke 
and deepe Dungeon , where there is nothing to be 
expected but — ſorrow, and not any thin 
to be felt and endured but infinite torments; an 
that not fur a yeere or an age, but for ever and ever, 


without end. Since the walke of eternity may be 


ſaid to reſemble a perſon going round abuut con- 
tinually-in a circle, wherein is to be found no ter- 
mination or hope at any time to finiſh the journey z 
for if we could number every ſand of the Sea, and 
reduce them diſtin&tly by = of Arithmetick ſe- 
verally into ſo many ages,yet altogether being com- 
puted with Eternity, e 4 will not admit of fo 
neerea compariſon as the leaſt graine of muſtard- 
ſeed in magnitude with the huge circumference of 
the whole world : Much letle are twenty or forty 
yeare of mans life to be valued in conſideration of 
that infinity of time, or rather that time that is not 
atall finite, either in effe& or apprehenſion. Be- 
ſides,if we had our own wiſhes to (it alwaies proud- 
ly upon a commanding T hrone, beyond either the 
reach of envy, or the hazard of accidents in the in- 
terim, pulling down this man, and exalting whom 
we pleaſe, with cach ſingle word; as alſo accompa- 
nied entirely with all other worldly felicities conld 
be deviſed: yet alittle fleepe when it were nece(- 
ſary,(which is no other then a figure of death) muſt 
again retire us into our ſolitary chamber; there to 
converſe with privacy 3 which certainly in that 

neceſlity 
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neceffity would give us more content and fatisfa- 
ion, then the apprehenſion of our exceſlive great- 
nelle and power. Wherefore, ſay,if all that we can 
delire will not prove conſtantly pleafing upon 
carth, what may we think of the ſmall time we have 
to enjoy any thing here; our lives being but as a 


flaſh of Lightning, that appeares for a moment, and 
wt _ out for ever. Certainly if that 


great EgyPrian Monarch were _—_—_ in his 
thoughts, by the turning only of his Charlot wheele, 
reflelting by that mation wpon the inconſtancy of 
fortune ; there is no douht but much more he did 
conſider the ſhortneſle of the ſpace, any thing 
could be enjoyed in this world. Tis true however 
time ſhall never be finiſhed, yet our ſelves muſt be 
quickly at an end, our lives continually waſting 
like a Candle, though with a ſeeming kinde of ſecu- 
rity we take our reſt and never thinke upon it; for 
every day, if we would but ſeriouſly conſult our 
looking-glaſle to that purpoſe, we d toour 
riefe no doubt perceive new gray haires and wrin- 
Kles toencreaſe, both without our privity, and a- 
inſt our wils. When we look back to our yeares 
paſt, we think them nothing, yet are we ſo fooliſhly 
tranſported with the vanity of preſent poſleſſions, 
that although we have not neere ſo many behinde 
to come, yet for that ſhort time onely to enjoy a 
few painted pleaſures, though in our decrepit age, 
we are perſwaded to hazard, or rather to leave in 
deſperation our eternall condition hereafter, Nay 
put caſe it might be ſomething doubtfull, whether 
there be any Hell or A” - a no : yet certainly 
it 
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it cannot be but an'extraordinary madnefle,'toxven- 
tureu fuch an exper! in the fatute'; hy 19 
ally whenin the-prefent wegaine fo ſmall a behefit 
'to Gus ſelves;as arethe pollcſſioris ofall thefe world- 
Iy vanities we Afr, at, that have'/in-them nerther 
realfty nor continuance; neither doe they yib much 
2s allure ws elſes "har pitt of them we {hall be ible 
'quietly to enjoy; for ofteritinies we inde our ſtate 

O mi le by *reafor of ſome accidents or other, 
that not Bio: weare provoked to wiſh our ſelves 
"dead as ber weaty of life 3 and” yer/all this while 
EILVE much wife forefight'as' to confider, 
Cm we are in danger, tventer into ſucha 
= aiegorr RA after the breath is out of our 
2 Ops « iirolcrable to be indured, bei mw 

' Another kind” of pre Rerou 
le vanity I muſt ſpeake of” whichis to 
b-55 kN inkc eons wHl venture through raging 
TAames, with iy Cy of eſcaping death, 
"ofidly to Free idle fame in the farure,or ſome 
"final Vree'6r Traife ini the preſeht 3 and'yet when 
"they © ſhould''offer themſelves toany manner of av- 
"ſtenty or hardneſle, tor the gaining of eternity, th 

br to be Either without cotrrage or CS: 0 
and weakefaith,wholly dite&ed 

| aid ighoratice, to the nel confuh- 
'on andfolly can be imagined ; when asafter one mi- 
-nute; thatthelaſt gaſpe © Is paſt, 'we ſhall be no more 
'mindefull'of What Rimewe purchaſed ta this world, 


"then if wehadinever been born at aJlunlefleItbe to 

- our farther putiſhrhent; for that in 'ourlife-time we 

'did not rightly make uſe of thoſe naturall —_—_— 
that 
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that-God Almighty. had beſtowed upgnys forour 
own goodand his * which being diſcreetly, 
employed might have heep begehiciall bothyco, gur.. 
ſelves and poltericy ' + what, ſhall, we chink&allo.of | 
ſome men reputed Philoſophers,that haye,precen- 
ded to a certaine kinde ofcternity in ſhew, however 
they thought of nothing leſfle in efie& : which appe- 
tite appeared apparently in the diſpoſition, of Mur- 
cus Aurelins,that great and eſteemed wiſe Emperour, 
who in his life tune and proſperity , ſeemed tocon- 
temne all earthly concernments, as molt yaine and 
idle conſiderations, and ro that purpoſe often wiſh- 
ed for death,as he ſaid to free him from the acciden- 
tall miſeries of this world, though when he was 
really arreſted by that unwelcome meſlenger, his 
faithfull & truſty ſecretary, had much labour to per- 
ſwade him to any convenient fartitude at all; which 
plainely ſhewes, he was more yain-glorjouſly taken 
with his profeſled opinion before men, conceiving 
it belike for his greater honour to ſeeme to con- 
temne death,then that either his heart was free from 
naturall affections of living longer here, ar that his 
thoughts were any way tranſported with a delire of 
any other being atall, aseither perhaps not belic- 
ving any ſuch ing , or elſe was molt deſperately 
loth to oe the polleſſion of what he enjoyed al- 
ready : In like manner, there was another Philoſo- 
pher, who being in a ſhip ready to be caſt away by a 
ſudden ſtorme, notwithſtanding: he had preached 
moſt violently to the Marriners, not onely of the 
contempt of death, but of the vanity of life ; did ne- 


vertheleſle exprefie by his countenance an ex- 
Dd 2 treame 
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treame feare and terrour : whereupon after the tem- 
was paſt he was reproved with ſcorne by ſome 

r his hypocrifie and cowardlineſle, in pretending 
to deſpiſe that, which as it ſhould ſeeme he moſt de- 
fired:to which he quickly made this reply,as having 
no other way in part to ſave his reputation ; that 
however he Gemed ſomething troubled , at the ap- 
prehenſion of his own loſle for the preſent, yet it 
was not becauſe he did not in his thoughts really 
contemne death according to his profetſion , but 
that he conſidered how much the world ſhouſd be 
damnified by his deſtruction; when as if a thouſand 
ſuch as themſelves had periſhed, the matter had not 
been ofany momenr at all, in rd of the little 
commodity was to be made of their preſervation. 
But however this jeſt ſerved in ſome ſort to ſave 
his reputation for the preſent, yet it was plaine his 
profetlions were contrary to his thoughts : for that 
people being out of the _ way of deſiring eter- 
nity , they cannot poſhb refled upon the conſe- 
uence of ſuch a happineſle whereby to eſteeme of 
life and death indifteregtly enough 3 ſince their 
chiefe end, let them ſay what they will, is but to 
purchaſe ſome worldly conſideration, notwithſtan- 
ding all their hypocriticall pretenſions. Tis true 
many great Philoſophers in former times appeared 
to adore no other God but future and eternall 
fame; yet give me leave to ſay, thatalthough they 
might have thoſe appetites living and being in pro- 
fperity, yetit was chiefly, if not wholly upon the 
matter, to reap the benefit of ſuch-an opinion here 


| during their naturall lives. As for example, we fee 


many 
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many raiſe ſtately mountaines, endeavouring there- 
by tocontinue and eternize their memories upon 
carth; yet the neerer they draw to their deaths, 
thoſe ambitions become cooler , untill at laſt per- 
haps in the percloſe, they abſolutely quit and for- 
oc all thoſe vaine cogitations., and betake._ them- 
elves _—_ '. they be not religious) to things be- 
longing to fleſh and blood, which is eaſe, reſt, ileep, 
and the like, leaving apparently thoſe hot vani- 
ties of fame and ambition to younger people, 
that have ability of body to make uſe of ſuch men- 
tall delights, as having longer time to enjoy them, 
Which ſhews evidently,it is not alone eternity t 
ſcek, either in fame, remembrance,or what you will 
elſe to that purpoſe, but rather preſent and hu- 
mane content inwardly , as long as they live in this 
world, imagining they ſhall be thought brave per- 
ſons hereafter. hich, however it ſeems to have 
reference to the future, yet well conſidered, it is no- 
thing but a naturall fatisfaction , they propoſe to 
their own apprehenſion, how much _ all be ho- 
nored after their deaths,ſuppoling alſo thoſe that 
converſe with them doe believe abſolutly the ſame; 
which opinion, as I ſay, they violently deſire to en- 
JOY,AS "_ they live here. For we finde by expe- 
* rience, that ſuch people as make their laſt wils and 
teſtaments, being in perfe& health and ſtrength of 
body, deſfigne huge matters for their funerals; but 
thoſe that diſpole of their affaires, being ready to 
yield up the Ghoſt, onely take care tor a convenient 
lace without much pompe, where they may be 


aried. All which are but, farther teſtimonies of 
demon- 
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demonſtration, that onely the ſenfualities of this 
world, whether they be in meere opinion,or belong 
to'other naturall appetites, take mens delires more 
then any manner of eternity whatſoever. In fo 
much as all may be reduced onely to the violent 
coveting of polleſſion , however it be of never ſo 
ſmal a contitiuance, beyond all future con(tderations 
whatſoever. Which appeared plainly in the attions 
of Alexander the great, who ſeemed molt ambitiouſ- 
ly to court fame and opinion, with an extraordinary 
aime to ſettle his conquered Empire to perpetuity 
in all magnificency, whilſt he was living m prof; 
rity; but being upon his death-bed, and afkt 
who ſhould be King after him , he was ſo farre from 
any thoughts of future eſtabliſhment,thart as he de- 
ſigned noGovernour at all over his vaſt Dominions, 
ſo did he leave every thing in a moſt miſerable con- 
fuſion, notwithſtanding he had both probability of 
flue and his own kindred to have nominated: inſo- 
much as all his eminent Captains and Commanders 
went preſently rogether by the cares —_ them- 
ſelves; ſo that within a very few yeeres there was 
not one of them remained alive, or ſcarce any 
part of this conqueſt continued entire : Which hu- 
mour had been well repreſented to this young Prin- 
ces ambition by the rude Scythians, when their 
Embaſſadours told him, that however he ſeemed fo 
violently tranſported with victories and ſucceſle, 
yet at laſt he muſt be contented with onely ten foot 
of ground to containe his perſon,and circumſcribe 
hieglory. As much to ſay, when his life ſhould be 
enied, he would be litgle the better for his proſpe- 
| rity. 
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rity. -Andtruly,if the carcaſs of any Prince ſhould 
beaſked , what telicity it now enjoyes in regard of 
thoſe paſt honours; if it could ſpeak, without doubt 
it would mike anfwer, none atall. For certainly, 
men Ing upon their death-beds, are either not 
eapable of any'thoughts whatſoever, or are buljed 
with more ſerious confiderations, then to tronble 
'themſelves to think or defire what may be the opi- 
nion of them and their ations amongſt people after 
they are gone. HoweverlI doe not maintaine- the 
contrary, but that it is moſt necellary, orat leaſtwiſe 
convenient in our'humane condition, to endeavour 
a lawfull reputation , as alſo a fitting memory to be 
continued- concerning 'our comportments 1n this 
life, provided a right end thereof be annexed there- 
unto. And chiefly for theſe three reſpetts : In the 
firſt place it- may be ſuppoſed, that by our noble 
ationsand endeavours we bequeath a laſting legacy 
of honour and regutation to our ſurviving friends 
and poſterity , whereby they may be benefited in 
the world after ns by the deſerved fame of our at- 
chievements. Secondly, by the demonſtration of 
fuch vertues and perfections, we leave patterns and 
examples to all in generall , who may the ſooner be 
-enduced thereby to imitate our actions, repreſented 
- to them'asa moſt worthy object. And laſtly our 
deſervings by that means comming to be known to 
others, and rewarded with praiſe and commenda- 
tion, they cannot bur grve encouragement to wor- 
thy perſons ,' to continue in their own delignes to 
that purpoſe, ſince themſelves may expect the like 


benefits, which probably will prove a means to root 
OuL 
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out wickednefſe and baſeneſle out of the world by 
reaſon of contrary effe&ts: for without ſuch prin- 

ciples it 1s unpoſtble that any Commonwealth can : 
| fong remaine proſperous. So that in a o—_ to ſum 

up all this whole diſcourſe; whoſoever ſeeks any C 
| thing but Heaven for his utmoſt and eternall 
riod, iscithera fooleora mad man, ſince asT ſaid 
| before, not onely all other things are defetive, but 
the very time it ſelfe when they can be enjoyed in 
| regard of eternity, is not ſomuch as the leaſt mo- 
ment compared with a million of ages. Beſides I 
may affirm, that all worldly actions at the beſt nwſt 
be buried in obſcurity, and at the worlt they end in 
miſery and confuſion : tor though honour, fame, 
riches, and the like, are convenient benefits to be 
ſought by noble dif) poſitions, as well for examples 
to encourage vertue and goodneſle, as to avoid 
floth and idleneſfle ; yet mult they notwithſtanding 
be joyned with abſolute intentions, to procure 
ſomething more then either carthly ſatisfa&tion du- 
ring this life, ora bare hope of a fantaſticall opinion 
afterwards; fince eternity will reach beyond the 
worlds diſlolution , when all _ of fleſh and 

Y 


blood muſt end, being ſo ordained by an omnipo- 
tend decree, before either nature or time was crea- 
ted. But now that we haue asI ſuppoſe,ſpoke ſuf- 
ficiently of Hell, Heaven,and Eternity; Let us a little 
take a view of this earthly life of ours, that we ſeem 
ſo exceedingly much to value and eſteem in this 
world, ſince for it we hazzard all theſe before-men- 
tioned good and evils. 
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Conſider ations npon the ſhortneſſe of mans life upon 
earth, with many other inconveniencies there- 
uno belonging. 


N the firſt place we may conſider the ſhortneſſe 

of our time here upon earth, according to the 
computation of the beſt ing j ents; 
fince by way of purchaſe in anyeſtate, there is no 
Lawyer that rec another perſons lifkeatabove 
ten yeeres, lethis complexion and conſtitution be 
never ſo ſtrong and healthfull, confidering the di- 
verſity of accidents, that to our humane 
condition ſo ; that dividing this ten yeares ſpace 
intothree parts; we mult confefle one of them is 
wholly taken up in fleepe , whereia we poſtefle no 
pleaſure at all ; ever ſome neceſlary ſatisfattion 
may be reaped thereby to our tyred and weuried 
nature; for we remaine-as I may {ay all 'that while 
both uſclefie ro our (elves and to others. Another 
third part of this time we may giveto the croſles 
and vexations = > Me nie _ imploy- 
ments that 'muſtbe 'pertormed;though perhaps we 
receive neither dehghrorconteat by Coarattiar 
nature. Al which-being mdifieretitly exleddlar 
commediry entirety bur « very ow yeares,wher 
entire t a very cares, n 
canbefullyand only egjoyed theſe iolen defi- 
e red 
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Ted felicities of theearth, that Go much contrary to 


all reaſon. bewitch our foules and -ſenſes 3 as 
onely for the fruition and poſſeſſion of them, we in a 
manner caſt away the very thought of this _ 
and infinite —_ already fo largly. deſcnbed, 
accompanied by all thoſe incomprehenſible plea- 
ſures of heaven ; and runne defperatly into the dan- 
ger of enduring ſuch horrid torments,as no Pen can 
write or tongue can utter. But put caſe notwith- 
ſtanding we have allotted but ten yeares to mans 
lite, conſidering all caſualties as I ſaid before of this 
world, either by plague, famine, warre, feayours, 
ſickneſle, or the hike, we could. enjoy a hundred 
yearesof durance, which will be bold toſay, not 
one man in an hundred thouſand, doth arrive unto, 
by any Phyſicke and temperance can be pradtiſcd 3 

et dividing this terme alſo into three parts, as we 

ave done » Ar ſhall fnde that very little 
oftit-will _— that ſatisfaction we may ſuppolc. 
As for example, the firſt ſeaſon of our infancy, is 
wholly ſpent in ignorance and inſtruction, wherein 
tor the molt part we live ( according to our appre- 
benſion) under ſuch ſubjections, that we receive no 


contented ſatisfation in our preſent condition. 5 


howeverl may affirme it to be the beſt time of our 

phe. If we conſider the middle uf our age, we 
ſbal}-finde- it perpet ' accompanied. with ſuch 
cate, vexations, and troubles, that they prove con- 
tinually interruptions and impediments to any con- 


tent orſatisfaGion our ſoules.can entertaine ; fince 
at the beſt we are alwayes in feare to be deprived of 
what we have, or too mugh ſolicitous togaine what 

| | we 
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we have not, And for. che latter pat of our time, 
we have cnough to doe inſtead of cxpeting de» 
cling'ap the breaches our infirmities , and pat- 


ching up the breaches aud decayes of nature, that 
are daily made in our bodies by age; like old lea- 
king veſlels, who however they may for ſome time 
be preſerved with much care and paynes, yet can 
never be made for any uſe of long continuance. 
Truly,if we well obſerve our concernments after 
ftfty (which is the age allotted by that wiſe Philo- 
ſopher,Marcas Aurelizs the ganas man chief- 
ly to _— miſery) we ſhall finde it wholly de- 
barred any manner of conſtant felicity z as for 
example,if we have no children to fucceed-us in 
thoſe worldly fortunes and honour, which we: ſo 
much labour for in this humane lite, certainly it 
cannot but be eſteemed no ſmall defect to our can- 
ditionzneitherare thoſe apprehenfions to be blamed 
in us, when as we have fora patterne the example of 
that holy man Abraham, who complained, being ex- 
treamly ſenſible of ſuch a croſle,that the ſteward of 
his houſe _— = his —_— , for —_ RUINS 
polterit if this on apprehended it as 
a cauſe IS affliction to his ehoughes, ch moremalt 
ourexceeding weake frailty be moved with thecon- 
fideration : of the other fide, if we have children g- 
ven us by God Almighty, according 'to our wiſhes, 
ar want we not dail perturbations in-our- minds, . 
they might mifurep at-one: time. or other by 
reaſon of worldly accidents; conſidering the many 
chances that hourely happen to all manner of con- 
ditions; and of the contrary,if they prove may" 
e 2 an 
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, «what greater-crolte can pothbly: afflii&t our 
tsor torment our reſt; which VET» 

ation at laſt, may conſtraine. us perbaps a thouſand 
times -towiſh they had never beene borne wo their 
own. deſtmutionand ourgriefe»: Of the ather fide, 
if ourdelights be chiefly in fri ip and conver- 
ſation, how ſoone may that telicity be ta- 
ken from our poſicition, either by ſuddatn j 
or frowardaccidenes, when IC un- 
kappineſic 5. if the gaining of riches belt pleaſe our 
appetites, though we have unployed yeares in 
x 2: acquiſition of golden mountaines,cither warre, 
p or ſome law-fuite or other may foone 
prive usof all we have, and caftusintoan unre- 
coverable and deſperate poverty, fince our atfaires 
depend upon the will and intentions of men, wick- 
> For OSIIIIILING.: 
vants may scomupt judges mndoe us,or our 
debtors prove' banckrupt , all which often hap- 
— then- quickly yaniſheth away all our e- 
Belides a hundred other caſualties that can- 

not be mentioned at preſent, becauſe not thought 
upon. Now, ſay, it theſe perturbations and cafu- 
incident to the beſt and moſt ſolid time of 
rſtandings are mn yigour, to enjoy canthily te« 
and content, what may we thinke ofour de- 
caying and-criped age : when as we ſhall ſee ont 
teeth ws vm drop one by one from our hollow 
jJawesand dryed gums,untill at laſt we have none at 


alllcft, tor ouraccellary uſe and commodity, Our 


eyes 
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55a Jike manner by degrees ro-grow dim, havin 
F + ly-cheir facultjes preſerved a while by ſpetizcler 
and other meanes, untill-at the length we become 
che blind, leaving us ina poſture uncomfortable, 
ſince, wean {luxe never more to behold the glorious 
Sunneorthe cheerkull dayes lightz and: for our legs 
they will appeare rather like {mall ftalkes of withe- 
red plants, then convenient or ſubſtantiall ſuppor. 
ters of our weake bodies, which muſt neceſlarily be 
afliſted, by. qrucches or ſome other arrifice,to he 
us 1n OuF mOtion from place to place, whereby 
beſt to give usa little eaſc and recreation, whilit we 
are able lnany fort tocrawleupon the tace of the 
earth; and however this helpe may ſerve for a while 
roſupply the detects of decaying nature, yet in the 
ur bags. or ſpar couch being o @ 
ens TH Gr "ad mhrmie, where perkep 
receptacle of qur age 
we ſhall converte with nothing exceliive- pain 
and melancholy thoughts, OO, > 
for our gaves, to which. ſtation it may red 


ſcarce a tear {hal accompany us from the eyes of any 
of our friends, imagining we have had a ſufficient 


time,at being 1n the wor 


| | lves, apprehend nothing but un- 
bappinefies inour laſt continuance. Nowl ſay if 
this condition appertaine, 40 thoſe that have been 
the greatelt darkng of fortune, and proſperity in 


this 


— 
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this world ;what may we-judge of ſuch;that duri 
their lives have had nothing but troubleſome 
, concerning theiraffaires in the whole courſe 
their time, as 1t were {till converſing either with 
want, impriſoament, diſeaſes, or ſome other appa- 
rent idtions of this life. Alasif we confider but 
the husbandman, that doth not onely conti- 
nually toyle, for a conremptible ſubliſtence, in heat 
and cold, in wet and dry, but is oftentimesin dan- 
r to be plundered of all he hath, and not ſeldom 
Foſeth his own life in defence of his ſmall family, by 
the violent oppreſiions of mercileſle ſouldiersz we 
may um 1s trouble and vexationsgive him no 
nn ER In what a m le and 
rid condition EIT; however he be 
endu&d with the nobility of ſouke, as the 
| —— mightieſt Prince upon earth. Certainly 
beggers that from doore to doore ſpin out 

a life in outward- appearance of ſufficient miſery 
and verxation, notwithſtandi SAIL 
nor expett any other. - And : ſome 
rſons may ſeem to be in a more proſperous 
condition, yet confidering the uncertainty of what 
they poll, and the impoſhbility of coutinuance 
without change and alteration, they are not to be 
eſteemed far from them in unhappineſſe. For 


alt hance we may look with of 
hough lerc ; cyorofemy 


ious Potentates in the 


upon many glor! 

their thoughts perhaps were truly examined, we 

ſhall fnde multitudes of vexations depending upon 

their condition, to the deſtroying of all certaine 

content : for what Prince was there ever yet, that 
com- 
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commanded ſo intirely R—_Y , that hath not 
often been troubled with naturall infirmities, as 
the ftone, gout, and _ like ; = _— —_— from 
which paine, perhaps he would willi ve par= 
ted wikewah of his Dominion, if nd been poſ- 
fible, to have procured ſuch a redemption at any 
price. How many people againe are born blinde, 
dumbe, and deafe, with other notorious imperfecti- 
ans of natute;rhatvrender them comtemptible in the 
world, and- yet are as greedy after the appetite of 
living long,” as thoſe which enjoy m heity 3 
which ſhews, that it is not the reall fruition of any 
carthly delight,that gives us occaſion to' value our 
being here, but meerly a ſenſclefle ſtupidity of fleſh 
and bl that makes us covet we know-not what, 
without the ſoules conſideration. Withall, if we 
but look at the'chances, accidents, and misfortunes 
ln glochous es 4 uy ſhall have FUR 
ttle enough rode upon the certaine - 
neſſe of any condition whatſoever. As for example, 
the Emperour Aorifw, being in as 
much proſperity ag could be deviſed, of aſuddeh 
in his greateſt Majeſty was ſurprized:, by the con- 
ſpiracy of a baſe and barbarous fellow of his Army, 
and preſcntly: brought bound before his inſulting 
re where: on his knees he was conſtrained to 
þchold thecruell ſhughter of his deare wikeindan 
his young chitdren one after another/; ugtill ar 
imſelf made up the doleful Cataſtrophy,asa perigd 
to his affliction and miſery , whilſt his worſt enemy 


in the interim. was proclamed before his eyes. * A- 


gain Zagezat King of the Turkes that brought three 
hundred 


— 


hh A — 
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hundred thouſand ſouldiers. into the field againſt 
Tamberlin, _ — ny taken = 
his glory, and preſently ſhut up in an , to 
be made a ſpettacle of wonder and contempe.to all 
" the world, where not after he ended his dayes 
violently by bis own hands. We may alſo in this 
place remember, the ſudden misfortunes of the late 
eene of Scots, that was a young brave and beau- 
tikull Prineetlc married to the King of France, yet 
notwithſtanding, within a few urning into 
,to ion of hernative Ki 
GE ESD 
FT QWne Natur FR ing: into - 
lam for afhſtance againſt cir i. ſhe —_ 
betrayerlend calt into priſon, where ſhe remained 
untill the loſt her head upon a Scaffold , in the view 
of all the people, without having ſo amch as one 
ſword dxawne in her re , though ſhe was ally- 
a to malt ofall the powertull Princes of Chriſten- 
Oe. + | 
If we looke alſo at the glories of Herod the great, 
who ſeemed fortunate and A TY Ar MmEa- 
ſure in this world, yet we is life ſo-mixt with 
ſuch intolerable crofles and vexations', that he was 
not pnely induced to the ſlaugher of his moſt belo- 
oalulg re depnen Foe Md pune 
FOWL IN Lak nipacions, $ 
'hrlftend was in that Krtalſ, manner tonnented 
h paine and priete, that one time in a certaine 
eſperate humour calling for a knife to paire an ap- 
Pf. by would have kilted himdelfe , if. he ha&not 
Icene oy grove ly Sp ms FEES. 
an 


we —_ 


and ſervants, We read alſoof a Duke of Urber, 
who waseſteemed by all that knew him a P 
of nature, for his excellent abilities of minde, and 
compoſure of body, and run on a long ſpace with a 
molt fortunate ſacceſle in all his ations, both in 
war and peace; yet almoſt inan inſtant no man 
knew how , he was ſocxceedingly caſt down with 
difeaſesand infirmities, that he becamea ſubje&t of 
Itty and compaſiion,not being able to ſtir one foot, 
ut as he was carryed from place to place in a Chair, 
but for a more ancient and authentical teſtimony of 
the uncertainty of worldly honours and happineſle, 
we may caſt our eyes upon the fate of wicked Ha- 
man in the huly Scripture, who notwithſtanding he 
had the abſolute command of a hundred and twen- 
ty Provinces, was fo tormented in histhoughts, 
becauſe a poor Jew would not adore him , that he 
not onely procured thereby his own ſhametul death 
upon 2 pairof Gallowes,. but alſo was an eye or an 
ear witneſs of his childrens flaughter, though him- 
ſelf was forced to worſhip in perſon, that very man 
whom he moſt hated and deſpiſed. 

Laſt of all, I will mention Charles our late King, 
who for ſome yeers appeared to be the envy of Eu- 
rope, not onely for his proſperous glory, and happt- 
nefle, but in regard alſo of the numeroutneſle of his 
private family, yet the wheel of fortune ſuddainly 
turning upon him, he was, as I may ſay, in an inftant. 
thrown from his Throne, ſeparated from his wife, 
deprived of his children ( being the chief com- 
forts of humanity) and forced to undergo along, 


tedious, and harſh impriſonment,until in r — 
0 


_ et 


loſt his life like his Grand-Mother , before his own 
Palace gate, asa greater teſtimony of the ignomin 
that was intended his perſon and dignity... Whic 
in my opinion, are teſtimonies with many others, 
ſufficient to ſhew the littke certainty of all tempo- 
rary felicities; however ,- for the molt part we are 


| — carryed away beyond wiſdom , and 
Wi 


1 to0 violent paſlion , to ſacrifice for this brittle 
poſleflion, not onely all our hopes of eternal m_—_ 


nelic , but even as 1t were deſperately, as I fai 


fore, induced to run into thoſe black and terrible 


flames of fire, that can never be quenched. Which 
truly is a ſtupidity ( if rightly conſidered ) of fo 
tranſcendent a nature, that nothing but the infinite 
malice and ſubrility of thedevil isable to-create in 
peoples deſires and underſtandings. But however 
the: conſiderations might perſwade man, to ſome 
kinde of diligent care of vertue, for his benefit and 
preſervation, yet T finde a certain inſenſibility in- 
by theſe timesin many perſons imaginations, 
though in outward moral converſation, they ſeem 
to be competently honeſt, that they have (o1aid a- 
ſleep their Faith and confidence concerning God 
Almighty, that they cannot be in his 
goodneſle, mercy, and juſtice, ſofaras toexpet 
with any manner of patience the end and ſucceſle 
of things, for no other reaſon then becauſe they 
ſee oftentimes many Athieſtical people, to proſper 
a long ſeaſon in all worldly honours and glory; 
whilſt of the contrary, thoſe that are religious and 

good, undergo nothing but afflitions and miſcries 
apprehending as if Gods indignation were again! 
$ 


—_— —_—ﬀ 
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his profelied ſervants in all the courſe of their lives: 

but th to this Argument, I might make a con- 

_— eply both from Scripture and other unan- 
e 


ons grounded upon true piety, by 
which principles, all our aftions d | 


thoughts 
ſhould be governed, yet for that I intend a greater 
brevity to rectifie in ſome ſort ſuch perſons beliefs 
and ſettle their judgements; I ſhall onely relate 
a ſhort ſtory (asI conceive) ſomething to the pur- 
poſe, bur whether true or figurative makes no 
matter, fince the application 1s very proper to 
ſhew, that Almightie Gods wayes and determi- 
nations are not to be underſtood by us upon all 
occaſions; onely I muſt aver by this example, it 
is our duties to obſerve his Injuntions, notwith- 
ſtanding all humane obſtacles ; in every thing lea- 
ving the iſſue to his inſcrutable decrees, which for 
the molt part, however will be accompanyed with 
his mercies, if we have humility and patience e- 

to attend upon his pleaſure that muft be 

rmed do what we can. * 
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4 moſt full , though figurative flory to ſhew that 
God Almighties wayes and decrees 
are wot to be comprebended by humane fancies. 


I T was as we may probably imagine, in the primi« 
tive tunes , thata religious living in the 
Deſert, being ſomething unſatisfied concerning 
the wayesand the judgements of Almighty God,as 
I aid before, in this world,ſeeing many wicked men 

roſper in theiraftairs, with a certain kinde of {mi- 
fin elicity , whilſt other people of a vertuous life 
and conformity in their manners, underwent no- 
thing but croliles (for the molt part) in all their 
Hons and delignes, deſired jn his prayers by reaſon. 
of theſe conſiderations to be made more particular- 
ly acquainted with the myſteries of Heaven con- 
cerning theſe things that trouble his thoughts. 
Wherefore, upona day being at his devotions, it 
was revealed unto him, that however he ſeemed too 

reſumptuous in thus tempting God, and not reſt- 
ing ſatished with proſecuting the duty of his own 
condition, with lefle curiofity , yet his requeſt not- 
withſtanding was heard and he ſhould be ſhortly 
fully cleered in his doubt, commanding him in the 
mterim to be patient in his expectation, reſting as I 
may ſay, in ſome ſort ſatisfied with this ——— 


— 
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and injunftion. After ſome few weeks he became ſa- 
luted ofa ſuddain by a beautiful yong man,to his no 
ſmall amazement, who told him he was come as a di- 
vineMeſlenger to inform his knowledge,and inſtruct 
his belict, wherefore bid him without delay to pre- 
pare himſelf for a journey,that he was to make in his 
company and under his conduct:the ſequel of which 
as he ſaid would fully content his expetation. 
The aged Father without either any manner of re- 
fiftance or much more circumſtance, then onely ta- 
king a ſtafte in- his hand the better to ſupport his 
wenkions , followed him out of his Cell; and in 
this pre they p———T a journey, that conti- 
nued them travelling the whole day , till at laſt the 
ſhutting.in of the evening bringing them into a 
ſmall VUlage , they were entertained in a houſe for 
their nights repoſe. where they found both kinde 
and competent catertainment, which conyeni 
gavethem ſatisfaction , until the early Sun the next 
morning warned them to provide for a new voyage; 
ſo taking leave of the Maſter of this habitation, 
they went out of doares; However , in the mterim 
the young man took up a falver Goblet and pur itup 
in hjsSatchel, tothe wonder of the old Hermir, 
lnceit,ap to him-to be a ſtrangeexample of 
"_ and gratitude, | But nevertheldle, forthat 
had reſigned his will ro his conductors diſcretion, 
he took no notice outwardly of the ſeeming thefr. 
And in this manner again proſecuted their courte 
fox the: length. of anotbet Summers 'day.;':Barthe 
night at: laſt as the formetappraaching, and they 
ſcetning both weary. of their tedious march , they 


cn- 


entered into another lodging, wherein their treat- 
ment — far different in ec reſpet from 
en 


their p tertainment, not onely in that they 
wanted the like accommodation , but were alſo re- 
viled with harſh and barbarous language, to their no 
{mall vexation and diſcontent z and yet the young 
man at his departure with many kinde words be- 
{towed upon the owner of the houſe the filverGob- 
let, that belore he had taken from the other 5 
which probably did not a little increaſe the admira- 
tion of his aged companion, though he was refol- 
ved not to queſtion any of his proceedings, until a 
further iſſue might be had of the bufinelle. And fo 
proceeded on both to a new journey and more ex- 
| AT" COIIISNY —__ — 
range examples of juſtice and good- 
neſle for edification. Which completions gave 
entertainment and emplo t to the old mans 
thoughts, until found that another retirement 
was neceilary both tor their bodies and mindes; and 
to this purpoſe entring into a fair Town, they were 
—_—_ —_—_ a moſt In — _ the 
reets, who perceiving t to be religious perſons 
told — ny no place but his own houſe ſhould give 
them reception and welcom,and to this purpoſe, ac- 
com jeA by many of his ſervants (for he was a 
on of great quality) he conducted them to his 
alace, where — ſuch welcom and recepti- 
on, as might have befitted Princes of extrao 
dignity and extraction, which continued them 
wonderfull fatisfation till the next morning, that 


their occaſions called them again , to the perfectiog 


—_———_—————_——_——_————_————_»_”___— 
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of otheradventures; wherefore n—_ their leaves 
with many thanks and a great deal of humility, the 
Nobleman ſeemed to commit them to Gods prote- 
Qion and their own intentions, however when he 
was parted from them , they continuing ſtill in the 
Hall, pretending ſome other necellary accommoda- 
tion belonging to their own private affairs, the 
y man of a ſuddain po__y a child lying in 
the Cradle aſleep, who was the onely fon and heir of 
that noble family, preſently ſtept to the infant, and 
violently {tran lod him with his hands, and wink- 
ing - hn his fellow traveller asa teſtimony of defi- 
re ce,he ſecretly ſtole out of the houſe. Which 

cruelty zaiſeu ſuch ſtormes and feares in the old 
mans boſom , that he appeared halt diſtrated with 
the ſeeming wickednefle of the fadt. But though 
he was tranſported with an amazed grief, yet he fol- 
lowed his bloody conductor, ſomething doubtful of 
thoſe Revelations he had received from Heaven ; 
nevertheleſle, upon better recollection, he reſolved 
neither to queſtion his guide nor flie from his prote- 
tion; for that his faith proved ſtronger then his paſ- 
ſions. Which once again put them into their ufual 
poſture of travail, until going over a narrow Bridge 
and meeting another patlenger in the way, with a 
kinde of nw. and harth encounter the young man 
that went a little before, inſtead of giving the tra- 
| velller friendly and courteous paſlage, tumbledhim 
into the water, who after ſome fruitlelle ſtriving 
with the waves, at laſt in their fight yeelded up his 
life as a teſtimony of the worlt oppreſſion, whereat 


the young man onely laughed heartily, as if he had 
beheld 
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beheld ſome objed of pleaſure, when as he had per- 
formed an a& of molt barbarous cruelty ,, and thus 
careleſly went on {till his journey to the almoſt con- 


founding of the old mans thoughts, notwithſtand- 


ing his tormer reſolutions. But long they had not 
journied in this manner, before they met another 
perſon violently proſecuting his voyage, who defi- 
red them for the love of God to direct hum towards 
the readieſt and neereſt way to the next Town , for 
that, as he ſaid, molt of all his worldly fortunes 
conhiſted in his ſafe and ſpeedy arrival before night, 
ſfiince the Sunne now ſeemed almoſt ſet; yer the 
young man according to the a efiects of his 
wonted charity, inſtead of ling the poor mans 
pittiful requeſt, directed him a clean contrary way 
to that he defired, by which means he was bly 
endangered never to come to the place he ſo car- 
neſtly covetedzat which ill-natured the old 
father _ _ caſt up - amazed to Hea- 
ven, moug without reproot or contradiction, and 
followed {till his leader, which ere long brought 
them to another Inne for their nights — 97 5 — 
entring the houſe, they could ſcarſe out any 
lodging at all, by reaſon the rooms were taken 
and filled by multitudes of debauched rude __ 
barbarous thieves, nevertheleſie the young man was 
{o far from having apy more care of the aged father, 
rather ſeeming weary of his r converſation 
that be preſently addreſled himſelf untothem, and 
at laſt ſtrook into a moſt intimate acquaintance with 
thoſe robbers and murtherers, where he continued 
roaring and drinking all night without intexrmiſhon 


or 
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or having, as ſaid before, the leaſt ſeeming care of 
his welfare and conſolation, whilſt he poor man was 


forced to*' continue in the Chimney-corner, onely . 


comforted with a few Prayers of his own, whic 
earneſtly he offered unto God Almighty to appeaſe 
his wrath, hearing ſuch blaſphemies uttered againſt 
his holy name. Minor theſe exerciſes endured 
untill rhe next daies light ſummoned them to a new 
journey 5. as alſo invited, or rather provoked the 
villanous thieves,cach to ſeek out ſome corner or 
other whereby to take their neceſlary reſt, although 
the night re they had all derermied to quit 
the habitation, for feare of ſome ſudden ſurpriſe by 
the Officers of the Countrey, in regard of man 
wicked robberies they had lately committed, wit 
other murthers. And thus again the old man and 
his companion fell anew to their travels, havin 
uitted that helliſh habitation, which laſted unti 
they arrived at the walls of a great and mighty 
City; where they found,'to their amazement, one 
Divell aſleepe at the gate, which proved an obje&t 
of conlideration to the eyes of the old man , who 
rather expected a multitude, if any at all, to 
the paſlage and entrance of ſuch a proud Town, 
that ſeemed to ring with, nothing but noiſe and 
confuſion the pradtices being onely 1ntollerable lux- 
ury. But paſting further, leaving the Divell at his 
reſt, with an intention to finde out ſome convenient 
lodging for their repoſe; at laſt they came to a moſt 
poore and; needy Monaſtary , where notwithſtan- 
ding entring, a —_— they could perceive no- 
thing there profeſled, - Falting, Prayers, Mortifi- 
g 


cations, 
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cations, and the like z yet they found in every cor- 
ner multitudes of divels,-all extream'wakefull and 
vigilant, inſomuch as Lucifer ſeemed there to keepe 
his chicte and royall Court,as if not to be delighted 
with any other habitation 3 which truly did again 
exccedingly amaze :the conlideration of the old 
Hermit beyond belicte and 1magination, by reaſon 
the ſight appeared ſo wonderfully to outgoe his 
expectation. 

But however with theſe extravagant antl diſtra- 
ed thoughts, the axed father was conducted to his 


Cell, there to be necetlarily repoſed untill the next. 


day, ſince his body ſeemed in a manner to be tyred 
out with his hard and tedious journey, and his 
mind no what lefle wearied by the ſtrange viſions 
he had beheld in his travaile; which may be concei- 
ved, gave him not that reſt that was accuſtomed to 
refreſh his Spirits in the wilderneſle, being free from 
fuch divertey of imaginations. However after a 
very little-{tcep, — —_ in the morning, 
hewas ſuddenly ſaluted by the young man, that had 
been his companion with this unexpected language, 
when his thoughts were preparing for a new jour- 

: You muſtknow, ſaid he, Tam an Angel ſent 


by Almighty Gad,not onely to ſhew you theſe my- 


ſtenes'thar paſied in our'travels , bur according to 
yourdehres and fupplications, to let you ſee more 
plainly- his- divine waies and inſcrutable judge- 


ments, ſometimes hapning againſt all appearance of 


humane ſenfeand reaſon, thoughalwaies refiding ro 
=_ and profitable pur ſex;Frnans unhappy con- 
ition could make: uſe of the benefit z which often 

| times 


LY 
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times he doth not doe by reaſon of the corruption 
of his depraved nature, and the want'of that coin- 
petent grace his ws; religious mduſtry 
{hould have purchaſe 


this figurative ſtory is thus meant for your better 
confirmation :' The firſt man at whaſe houſe we 
hapned to lodge, . thatgave us ſeeming kind enter- 
rainment with all hmmanity ( from whoſe pollefion 
however I took a Silver Goblet at our departure) 
onely ſignifiethy men competently good in this 
world 4; upon» whofe- condition - notwithſtanding 
God Almighty is pleaſed to lay earthly affliion, by 
may conſiderable lofles, whereby the better ſto re- 
taine their ations and defires in a moderate temper: 
And therefore not ſeldome beſtows their goods 
upon people tefte deſerving , which1s olainly dec 
monſtrated by the other h and har(h perſonage, 
unto whom 1 gave the Goblet, ' though he could no 
way claime any juſt or deſerved right thereunto; it 
being all the benefit ſuch ſhall receiveeither in this 
world or the next, by reaſon of the (mall portiotrvof 
grace their covetons and 1il-natured' ations have 
purchaſed at Gods hands; notwithſtanding they 
may not be eſteemed the wickedlt ſort of men.Next 
concerning the-Nobleman,who appeared to our ap- 
rehenſion both'rith; religious,and courteous'; by 
un may be figured thoſe perfons ;: who joyn devo- 
tion with the glory of this life, withonr any inten- 
tion in'their minds either to offend God, or preju- 
dice their neiphtionrt's however teſt they may be 
too mach rtanſported/ by degrees ,-with/any'over- 
_, *% 
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ar Gods hands for his ad van- | 
tage. To which efted therefore be advertiſed, that 
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violent defires and objects of this world,as children, 
honour, or the like, God Almighty is pleaſed often- 
tumes to take away the occalion , by depriving 
them of ſumething they moſt eſteem, whict? is ſig- 
nified by my private deſtroying the life of that 
good mans onely ſonne and heire, in regard he ſee- 
med to have placed too much paſſionate appetite 
in the contemplation of his earthly: ſucceſhion 3 
which conſiderations oftentimes diſtracted his 
thoughts, from the neceſlary cogitatious belonging 
to his ſalvation. Again, the Traveller we met upon 
the narrow bridge, that I ſeemed ſo uncharitably 
and inhumanly to overthrow was at that time go- 
ing to perform a wicked aftion , that would nd 
bitably have caſt away his ſoule, unlefle it had been 
prevented in the interim by his ſudden death : 
wherefore the intention being foreſeen by the pro- 
vidence and mercy of God , I was by his goodnefle 
commanded to that office and execution. And for 
the other party that ſo paſlionately begged our di- 
reftion. in his journey, I was conſtrained to turne 
hun out of his right, way, to avoyd his falling upon 
many. bloody thieves that would not onely have 
robbed. him of his money, but alſo have taken away 
his lite 3 which.onely that happy diverſion changed 
into prevention m_ ſafety. And now concerning 


the myſtery of thoſe blaſp $ Bandits we met in 
ur lait Inne, in whoſe company Iappeared to take 
ſo much complacency and delight, I did that onely 
to retaine their pe ons the longer in that place 
ve quickly de Jas foreſec- 

they thou voapprchended 
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by Officers of juſtice, which elſe they would avoyd, 
and ſo conſequently followed cheir deſerved and 
condigne puniſhment , not onely in recompence of 
their many bainous wickedneſles , but for the more 
entire preſervation of the honeſt Countrey people, 
that would have ſuffered by their eſcape infinite 
dammage, and many injuries, in rd of their 
violence and ©0 eoctben, But now laſt of all, to 
come to the cuphinntinn of this great, riotous and 
vicious City, confuſed with noiſe, and repleniſhed 
with extraordinary glory and ſplendour, at whoſe 
gate we found onely one Divell alleep, thougt>the 
manners & comportment of the inhabitants ſeemed 
to be governed by the directions and inſtigations of 
millions of infernall ſpirits. You muſt know that 
however their multitudes of wickednefles may 
pretend to all Helliſh converſation , yet Lucifer fin- 
ding there is ſolittle need of —_— to corrupt 
their converſations, already ſufficiently depraved 
to his purpoſe, being drowned alſo in ſecurity , im- 
ployeth his chicte care and induſtry for the perver- 
ting of this poore Monaſterie , which he very well 
knows is imployed night and day in nothing but 
Prayers, F + "La and other extraordinary mortifi- 
cations; wherefore,and by reaſon of whichyit con- 
tinually warres againſt the power and: deceipt'of 
his infernall Kingdom 3 ſo that neceſlarily it behoo- 
veth him to that purpoſe,to imploy all the inſtru- 
ments and ſubjects he can poſhbly to undermine 
the thoughts and actions of theſe godly and: pain- 
full people , being the onely cauſe that fo many Di- 
vels in every corner are to be found 1n this - lo 
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habitation to your wonder and admiration. 

And thus according to my duty , finceT am com- 
manded thereunto. by the will of Almighty God, 
have l not onely ſhewed you theſe myſteries in our 
journey , but thereby explained and propoſed to 
your condition , hencetorth to reſt abſolutely ſati(- 
tied with the Decrees of Heaven concerning his 
proceedings in- humane affaires, notwithſtanding 
how contrary ſocyer they may appeare to your ap- 
petite or conception 3 for having ſufficiently revea- 
led principles of religion, whereon to ground your 
faith, and to direct your actions, you need no more 
tor your falvation and morall converfation. To 
which purpoſe I muſt again tell you, and conclude 
with this ſaying, that as the intention of Almighty 
God is one thing, and the waies of man oftentimes 
another; ſo are you obliged to leave off your curio- 
lities in that behaltez and with theſe words pre- 
{ently vaniſhed from his ſight. 

As ſuppoſe this relation well conſidered may be 
of ſufficient force to perſwade any perſons teaſon, 
to-the conformity with Gods will in all- things, 
without examining the myſteries of his ſecret 
judgements; ſo of the other ſide, however ſome- 
—_ appeare ſtrange to our apprehenſions, 
yetis he alwaies mercifull and juſt in the exectition 


of his intentions 3 which for the moſt part 'are 
very good and profitable for our condition , if 
we have grace and confidence enongh to make 
uſe of the benefits of fach” determinations 5 
linde he is accuſtomed- to  tafttie thoſe” things 
that ſeem moſt againſt our defiresand naturall ap- 
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tites, into the greateſt blefiings that can poſhbly 

unagined. As of the contrary , the very delights 
that moſt pleaſe our fancies in this fraile lite,though 
they may ſeem lawfull of themſelves if they were 
not prevented, not ſcldome become obſtacles to 
our greateſt telicity , or entertained by overmuch 
paſlion prove deſtructive to our humane and eter- 
nall affaires. But for the better confirmation of 
theſe points of duty, and becauſe examples are the 
beſt inducements to 1in{truct any mans belicte , and 
ſo by conſequence to invite his actions and endea- 
vours, I ſhall in this place make a relation of a ſhort 
ſtory, which however it it may be thought but plain 
and (imple, yet in my opinion is extreamly convin- 
cing to our purpoſe, which I haveread to be after 
this manner. 

There was a principall and wealthy Citizen , ha+ 
ving but one {onne 1n the world , had occaſion to Another ſtory 
ſend him with his onely brother by ſea, into a farre — 
Countrey , tomake good ſome neceſlary traffique, *"* ?v?% 
But this Gentleman in the interim apprehended, as 
he had good cauſe, the danger and hazzard of the 
journey, wheretore preſently after his ſonnes de- 
parture, he went to the Biſhop of the Town (being a 
very holy man) and earneſtly defired him he would 
be-pleafed in his. daily devotious to remember his 
friends voyage and proſperity; and to this effect, 
to render his wiſhes more plealing to God, beſtow- 
ed upon the reverend. father , a very vaſt ſumme of 
Gold, to be imployed to what uſes he would thinke 
fit concerning charitable deeds, towards the gbtai- 
ning of his requeſt, . The good ,Biſhop —— 
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his inward intentions/by his outward bounty, not 
believing ſuch a liberality could proceed but from 
a religious confidence in God Almighty, not onely 
promiſed him his beſt afliſtance , in his holy exerc1- 
ſes, as he ſhould have occaſion continually to per- 
form them , but at that very inſtant fell down u 
his knees, and earneſtly beſought God to favour 
the Gentlemans requeſt 3 after which he diſmiſt 
him tull of aflurance and joy. However this en- 
counter being palt, it was not Re _ the pious 
Citizen,not onely heard newes of his ſonnes death, 
but alſo of caſting away of the ſhip, wherein was 
contained in a manner all his wealth and ſubſiſtence. 
When theſe unfortunate tidings came to the ſor- 
rowfull cares of the religious Patriarch , who had 
received the Gentlemans money, he knew not 
which way to turne himſelfe both for ſhame and 
griefe : Neverthcleſle putting his chiefe truſt in God 
Almighty, after he had continued a long time at 
his prayers, he reſolved again to viſit Ris bene- 
taftor, to try what conſolation it was polible for 
his preſence and perſwaſions to afford him after 
ſogreat a lolle, which had probably brought upon 
his preſent condition a moſt wonderfull affliction, 
but notwithſtanding he uſed what admonitions 
and other pious inſtructions were neceſlary for the 
ſeaſon, yet were they all too little ſeemingly to caſe 
a heart ſo much overwhelmed with deſpaire and 
{adneſle, inſomuch as the Biſhop was forced to re- 
turn without that wiſhed fſatisfa&tion he deſired, 
being alſo in a manner confounded in his own 
thoughts, conſidering the unfortunate — 
Is 


SF id Bs ad as a na a. ac 


his endeavours, fo little a—_— the others inten- 
owever he never 


tions of piety and rm_ 
left Coliciting God Almighty daily, according to his 
cuſtom, in his behalfe 3 untill it fortuned one night, 
after the diſtreſied Gentleman had wrought him- 
ſelfe into ſome ſhamber by the toſling over of many 
troubleſome and vexatious thoughts in his unquiet 
boſome, he imagined to ſee the holy Biſhop to ſtand 
before him,uttering theſe words in diſhn& tearms : 
Know, ſaid he, that thy charity and afflictions bave 
not been forgotten in the fight of God , whoſe pro- 
rty is alwaies one way or other to look upon his 
ervants in griefe and anguiſh of mind; to which 
purpoſe Iam to tell thee,that although thy ſonne be 
really dead, yet his miſcarriage proved ſo happy to 
his condition, that if he had again returned ſafe 
into thy protection, he had been certainly and eter- 
nally damned , whereas now he is placed in heaven 
amongſt the bleſſed with all joy an coun Bur 
for thy ſhip, with thy brother, plentifully laden 
with aboundance of rich commodities , they are ſo 
farre from being caſt away , that thou ſhaltſhortly 
receive them into thy withed poſlefiion , without 
any manner of loſſe or detriment. Whereupon Phe- 
lochriſizs (for ſo was he called ) waking out {of his 
{ſleepe, found himſelfe not onely exceedingly com- 
forted, but almoſt cleared of all his griefe, and with 
theſe thoughts and cogitations went inſtantly to 
the holy Patriarch, and there throwing himſelte at 
his feet”, declared his viſion in every On as 
alſo gave infinite thanks, that God Almighty, who 
(as he ſaid) had more ſhewed his mercy in his cha- 
Hh ſtize- 
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ftzcment and puniſhment by this very accident, 
then formerly be had done in beſtowing upon hit 
{6-many —_— ies, and 
from that time forward remained molt contentedly 
ſatisfred. By which diſcourſe may be gathered,nort 
the determination and purpofes of Almighty 
God, theugh often kept from our knowl ith a 
hidden and myſtetions way , but ſheweth mm like 
manner to a confident foule, that it is ili in his 
power when he pleaſeth to give our. hearts content 
after never (0 many de croiits and affiftions; 
for however he doth not alwaies grant our deſires, 
Hnce they may not be convenient ofrentimecerther 
for our preferit or future condition ; yet-molt com- 
monly.if we have ſofficient beliefe and affarance in 
his goodneſiic ,' he doth ufe to change even the na- 
ture of out appetites themſelves, makingthat 


aÞ- 
—_ rehenhons, that before 
was terrible and diſtaſill : And 10 by a comtrury 
conſequence, m cafing the thind he diverteth the 
griete, never laying upon our fraile naveres a grea- 
ter burthen then we are able to beate, unleſte wt 

our own ſtrength by overmuch'impatiency, 
and reſpefting againſt his will and commande- 
ments, too violently worldly things, which in truth 
is 'onely theoccalion of all our'migryand inward 
vexation : Stacent is not the accidents themſelves 
that procure the ſmart, but onely the want of bea- 
ring 'themirgghtly, which certainly cannot be'well 
effected but by an abſotute- ion of our wils 
in every 'thing, into the hands of Almigtity God, 
wlocan and will diſpoſe of our perſonsand ations 
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tothe greateſt advantage for our own good, if wo 
reſolve to comply in this manner with his pleaſure, 
as it fared with holy Tobias, after the end of all his 
crolles and miſeries 3 ta which purpoſe we ſhall 
make in this place as a moſt excellent pattern and 
example, ſome relation of his life, ſufferings, and 
| emo , accompanied by his extraordinary confi- 
nce in-Gods mercies and protection, - 
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The wonderfull WO_s of old Tobiay#n the 
mercies of Almighty God. | 


$ it is recorded in Scripture,that from his very 
childhood he ſerved God with all his heart, 
not onely when he was in freedom and proſperity, 
but alſo when he ſuffered poverty and op 
ſoisit in like manner mentioned, that he was ſo far 
from contaminating himſclfe, when others worſhip- 
ped Idols, that in the interim he went to Jern/alew 
toadore in the Temple; belides in his captivity he 
alwaies relieved the neceſlity of his brethren, and 
notwithſtanding the fury and violence of the perſe- 
cution under nhe King of 4ſyria, he could not be 
induced by any threats, to abſtaine from burying 
thoſe ſlaughtered perfons that lay' dead in the 
ſtreets; in ſo much as one day being ready to fit 
down at a.Feaſt with other company , of a ſudden 
underftanding there was ry one Jew that wanted 
2 a 
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a Sepulchre, he preſently flew from his dinner with 
extraordinary zeale, and performed that charitable 
office,not onely ta the wonder of all thoſe that were 
with him, but even being reproved by his neereſt 
friends, who apprehended exceedingly the danger 
of the action, io regard it was ſoſtri ly forbid en 
by the Kings ſpeciall command. Though theſe teſti- 
monies were .cxemplar, yet afterward when this 
ood man fell into his exceſſive poverty, then did 
Ris admirable vertue more clearly appeare; for not 
having wherewithall to relieve his neceſſity other- 
wiſe then by the-labour of his wives hands, and his 
own induſtry,becomming alſo by a moſt lamentable 
accident deprived of his ſight. Nevertheleſfſe one 
day when his wife brought him homea young Kid, 
which ſhe had procured by that onely means for 
their proviſion and ſuſtenance; he hearing it bleare, 
defired her thart if it belonged to any other , ſhe 
would again reſtore it, leſt it might bring a curſe 
_ their poore family, wiſhing and reſolving ra- 
ther they _ put their truſt in God Almighty, 
concerning their neceſſities, then any way ſeeke to 
be relieved by. fraudulent and un | waies. 
Againe, being upbrayded by his wife, and other 
friends, for his overmuch confidence in God,as they 
pretended, fince his Almes and Prayers had procu- 
red him no more favour, then a world of prefent 
miſeries ; He returned them only anſwer of rebuke 
for their impiety,in regard they had not more truſt 
and aſſurance in Gods power and goodneſſe, who 
a» he ſaid, ever would prote his ſervants. But now 
at laſt being come, as I may ſay , to'the _——_—_ 
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ble period of his croſles and afflitions; and as it 
were tyred by the upbraidings of his own friends, he 
made his humble ſupplications to heaven to be ta- 
ken out of this life ; whereupon after he had ended 
his prayers, imagining his ſuit was granted, he called 
unto him his young fonne, unto whom he had not 
onely given moſt pious inſtruftions, wherein he 
wiſhed hum above all things, and in every difficulty 
to ſerve God with his whole heart, putting his onely 
confidence in his divine mercies, but ſent him into 
a far Countrey to ſeeke his fortune, delivering him 
at the ſame time a bill in writing , whereby to re- 
quire a certaine ſumme of money that had been a 
long time owing him by a friend for his better ſup- 
rt and ſubfiltegnce,not being wel able to maintain 
bien at home. And notwithſtanding his wife ſeemed 
deſperately afflicted at this unexpected reſolution 
and ſudden departure of their 6nly child , he ſtill 
wiſhed her to put her confidence in heaven, not 
onely for the aflurance of his journey and returne, 
but alſo for his future proſperity 3 wherein may be 
noted, his faith and ſuppreſſion of his own patlions : 
for as indubitably he more traſted in Gods affi- 
ſtance, then in any other probability whatſoever, ſo 
was he willing of the other ſide, to lay alide his pre- 
ſent comforts for the ſucceeding good of his child, 
which was notas he thought to be obtained, if he 
had = 4 him at home, wherein he ſhould have more 
leaſed his own humane nature , then any way 
ve provided for his ſonnes welfare; Having de- 


clared thus much concerning: this-holy man, it-is 


now full time tocome to his reward according to 
his 
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his merit, which no doubt was reſolved-on by a 
hidden and an inſcrutable decree. For God Almigh- 
ty was ſo well ſatisfied rw res oy $ aki 
ons and intentions, that inftantly-he deſigned an 
Angell to accompany his ſonne , who not = 
conducted him fafely in his journey, but at lal 
brought him where was concluded a moſt happy 
marriage between him and his own kinſwoman a 
ter they had both conquered the divell by their 
prayers and other vertues : which being finiſhed, 
they repaired with much joy and gladneſle to the 
houſe of old Tobias, where they were received with 
({uch expreſſions of gladneſle ; as became the nature ' 
of ſo great a a Neither was this all their 
felicity , for preſently the father by miracle obtai- 
ned his long fot light , in the yore of his family 
and friends ; and after the end of forty yeeres con- 
tinued proſperity, the old father having ſeen a nu- 
merous poſterity , between his ſonne and daughter 
in law, he finiſhed his happy daies in the ſpirit of 
Prophefic and vertue, leaving behind him young 
Tobias to performe his funerall. | 
Theſe relations certainly , may give a taſte to c- 
very good Chriſtian, of God Almighties mercies in- 
tended in one manner or other to thoſe that have 
a ſufficient truſt in his goodneſſeandpower. But 
however, as I ſay , all our happineſfe confiſts in this 
abſolute refignationef our will, in regard it doth not 
ny aſſure us = a future benefit, but Eo of a 
preſent content by quieting our thoughts anc - 
onszthough it is __ eollible 6 procure this mage? 
confidence, without a lively and intire faith, which 
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isakind of an inviſible ſeeing of God, and in ſome 
ſort knemnghistlivinc & iefle in a particular 
manner through the darkeclouds of our humane 
nature, that for the molt part whilſt we live upon 
earth, hinders the cleare appearance of his Divinity 
from the eyes of our foulez however when our bo- 
dies are once glorified , ſuch obſtacles (hall vanith 
and diſperſe, without difficulty by reaſon of our 
happy condition. Our blefied Saviour himſelte hath 
declared, that if we had but faith as a grain of a 
mulſtard-ſeed, we might be able even to remove 
mountainess By which figure may be conceived, 
the excellent nature and propettge an entire be- 
licfe, cowards all joy and happinelle 3 which never- 
thelelle is more or lefle purchaſed,according to that 
propertien and meaſure of grace, we have obtained 
y our devotions, and practiſe of vertuous aftions, 

malt apparently demonſtrative in the = s of 
that glorious King Lewis of France, who p ed he 
would norgocout of his doores, to bea really oye: 
witnelle of any miracke whatſoever ; his faith na- 
ving ſo abſolutely confirmed him in all principles 
of religion, and the believing entirely every thing 
belonging to Gods omgipotency and goodneſs,that 
he had no accd of ſach motivesand inducements to 
{ſtrengthen his faith, orrender it more certain and 
efficacious, | However we may boldly aftirme, that 
this want in the penerall, is the-main occaſion of all 
mens diſorders and -exceſles in this world. Forif 
people did fufficiently-enough (without any wave- 
= apprehenſion ) reſt upon Gods revealed will 
pleaſure, and/by that ancans could abſolutely 
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apprehend his pR_g mercies and Ju ts, 
it were unpoflible to be ſo much tranſported with 
the vaniries of this life. 

As for example, how could it be imagined, that 
men would be ſo extreamly ſenſelefle, as for the 
onely enjoying and delight of a little meat and 
ev hy with other ſenſualities of this world , for a 
very few yeeres ſhould violently caſt away thoſe 
eternall and abundantly fatisfaftory happineſles 
of Heaven, unletle there were ſome ſtupid defet in 
their belicfe , concerning either the certainty of 
their being, or in the waies and means whereby they 
were to be compaſled. In like manner, what per- 
ſon would be fo ſottiſh in his reſolution, as not ra- 
ther to undergoe all the auſterities could be under- 
gone during this life, then hazzard the danger of 
thoſe terrible tormenrs ſo often mentioned,as I muſt 
ſay,to be endured to all eternity,if he were abſolure- 
ly convinced in his thoughts and apprehenſion, that 
they particularly belonged to his condition in each 
circumſtance; ſmce it 15 more then evident, that 
we forbeare no paines, or ſcarce omit any care in 
this world , cither to obtaine huniane honours, or 
prevent eminent (though egrthly) inconveniencies, 
though we know they are but to endure for a mo- 
mentin compariſon 0 m_—_— 3 when as perhaps a 
farre leſſe induſtry and travell would aflure us in 


the other condition of a perpetuall happineſle ; and 
yet we {ce it ſo ſupinely negledted by moſt;as if it 
were not at all worth any manner of conſideration. 
Wherefore I muſt conclude, that mans miſeries and - 
inſenſibilitie for the moſt part proceed _ =_ 


defet in this onely particular, for that he hath not 
rt a competency of grace ſufficient to en- 
ighten his underſtanding , whereby he becommeth 
overwhelmed, as it were, with nothing but groſle 
ſenſualities and tickling imaginations that make 
him wholy uncapable to converſe in a higher Re- 
gion, which by conſequence renders him altoge- 
ther unwilling to religne himſelfe entirely into the 
hands of Alaughty God, as bleſled Tobias did in all 
his aftions and adverſitics. For that holy mans ſted- 
faſt and undoubred beliefe of all the principles of 
Religion, made him moſt confident of the promiſes 
thercupon depending, which is unpoſlible to be 
effectually com S; or put in execution but b 
the ſame means he uſed, 1n the whole courſe of his 
life; whereby, as I ay, he obtained ſuch a propor- 
tion of ſupernaturall grace, as not onely comforted 
him 1n all his extraordinary difficulties, bur infuſed 
ſo much love into his happy ſoule, as he was able to 
contend againſt every temptation of the Divell, the 
world, and the fleſh, and by that means got ſuch a 
victory over all his paſſions, that he onely delighted 
in every thing that was Gods will ; and of the con- 
trary never ſeemed diſtaſted with any crofle that 
was ſent him. As for example, it may be ſuppoſed 
when he at any time found an inclination m his 
fraile nature to rebell againſt this determination, he 
uſed the power of Prayers , Faſting, and Almes- 
deeds, to beat down and conquerall his humane 
appetites, in ſomuch as God Almi not onely 
gaue him aſſurance of a heavenly reward, but crow- 


ned his latter daies with all the proſperity could be 
ri protperity could b 
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imagined of carthly happincllc, as appeared by the 
ſequell of cheſtory, though(asit may be — 


notmore torthe acts of mercy , which he had 


upon all occations to his diftreiied brethren , then 
for the abſolntere{ignation of his own will to Gods 
onely pleaſure and directions; in which he enjoyed 
no doubt a wonderfull _—__ m his thoughts note 
withſtanding his ate affiictions; Which agrees 
very well with the ſayings of divinc Thomas a Ken 
pix, whoaffirmeth in his.booke of the imitation of 
Chriſt, that it 15 unpoſhble to purchaſe any manner 
of reali freedom, cither humane or ſpiritual, with- 
out an abſolute negation of a mans own ſeife. So 
that, when a body hath brought his reſolutions into 
this quict ftate and condition, be may truly be 
ſaid ro be happy, and never before ; being thereby 
freed from all occaſions of tation, that uſe to 
ſwellmens minds intoa thou ſtorms and per- 
plexities;* hike as ſtreames that goe alung with the 
wind, palle fmoothly 'withont any perturbation: 
ſo'of the contrary, others that ſtrive by a naturall 
carrent , with thoſe blaſts have much difficulty to 
keep their courſe, being alwaies toſſed, thwarted, 
and interrupted 1n their paſſage. Beſides, we fee 
the greateſt Monarchs of the world are oftentimes 
fo wearied with their own wils and command, that 
notwithſtanding they ſeem exceedingly to affect 
glory and ambition, are aded in the interim 
not'-onely to put the w rament of their 
Domnions fomertimes into the and power of 
their farournes and Subjetts; buralſo not ſeldome 
will contradict their own very wils, to give their 
n- 
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intruſted Officers more abſolute juriſdiftion , as 
conceiving therein a ſatisfaQory content to them- 
ſelves, being thereby freed, as they ſuppoſe, of 
many contentions and troubleſome thoughts, that 
elſe would happen to their more diſquiet. Where- 
fore, Ifay, it may beeſteemed a moſt prepoſterous 
inconſideration in us, not tobe wilting toabandon 
our own wils to him, that wEare molt certaine ſhall 
alwaies be not onely conſtant and true tous in all 
our affaires, but at laſt can and will infinitely re- 
ward us for that voluntary Op And this 
no doubt wilt be the eaficr e , if we ſcrioully 
adde this apprehenſion to our ju ents: That 
let us doe what wecan, and what we may, 
either m ambition or fenſuahty , as we ſhall never 
be free from contention and trouble in our minds, 
if not in our 5, ſo in the end of neceffity 
we muſt yield to death, the common planderer' 
of all theſe things z which taking us unprovi-/ 
ded, will force ns to interchange all our paſt, 
and ſo mnch eſteemed prerogatives , into a mi- 
ſerable and confuſed Ati Ron'to all eperinny* 
And although it: ſhoutd take'ns 2 little more 10 
order, and in ſomething a better poſture; yet at the 
beſt oftnr gone and chided delights, which we enjoy<, 
ed acc ro onar opinions with fomuch feticity, 
will be ſo farre from benefitting our preſent condt-' 
cion, that the very remembrance of thoſe encice- 
ments ſhall. render us more forrowfult and nhwil- 
ling to quitthe world however there be an abſolute 
flity of this tion 3 attd'arthe wort 
leave ns burthened, and almoſt diftrafted wh 
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many terrible feares , what accompt may be requi- 
red of us towards a full ſatisfation, in regard of the 
ſevere juſtice of Almighty God, who placed us not 
here to have the fruition of ſo many pleaſures we 
once enjoyed above other men, dns = I all 
the delight and benefit will appeare then vanilhed 
into ſmoke and ayre. Inſomuch as we may ſay,what 
hath it availed us, to have pofleſied the whole 
world, and fooliſhly to have neglected the ſaving of 
our own ſoules, when we had the means and oppor- 
tunity to have effefted it2 Wherefore to ſumume 
up this diſcourſe in a word : That man that will be 
wiſe,mulſt firſt purpoſe well, then proſecute his re- 
ſolution with conſtancy & diligence, which without 
doubt will procure him grace, and that grace ſhall 
enlighten and ſtrengthen his faith, untill in the end 
he come to ſuch a perfection of love, that may make 
him (with an aſſured confidence) rely entirel upon 
God Alnightics goodneſle, by which means he ma 

never be diſtaſted romake a reſignation of himſelfe 
and actions into his hands, according to the exam- 
ple of holy Tobias, and other religious perſons; in 
which determination, I ſay, and ng other,doth con- 
ſiſtnot onely all future happineſle , but every pre- 
ſerut content in the world. But perhaps it may be 
here ſaid, that the cauſe of moſt mens inſenſibility 


doth, not proceed fo-much any.deficiency of 
faith, as froma certain nai inclination;ta covet 
and deſire preſent polleſſion of lefle happinelle, ra- 


ther then future expeRations of far greater conſe- 
ce. Unto which I anſwer, that howeverin, part 
am of the ſame opinion, ſince this ſtupidity is inci- 
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Jent to humane frailty, having not obtained a ſuf. 


ficient portion of grace ; yet again when I conſider 
how mhch afidion i d, and doe under- 
goe for many yeeres together,onely to purchaſe the 
reverſion of ſome carthly Kingdomes and honours 
in the world, I cannot but return to my old beliefe. 
As for example, put caſe a man were promiſed after 
ſeven yeers extreme labour, the poſleſiion of ſome 
great Countrey , with other delights that might 
content his appetites; I make no queſtion at al),but 
that he would moſt readily imbrace the offer , and 
conceive he had gained exceedingly by his bargain. 
Though yet we fre for the fruition of Heaven toall 
eternity, we are hardly drawn by any perſwaſions 
whatſoevercither morall ordivine, to ſpend many 
houres in true conſideration of that unconceivable 
joy and happineſle promiſed , with ſo much aſſu- 
rance by God Almighty himſelfe. And therefore cer- 
tainly it can be nothing but a meere want of ne- 
ceſlary faith, that renders people ſo careleſle of their 

ſalvation. | 
But to conclude this part of my diſcourſe, how- 
ever we ought not, ( as hath been alledged) to be 
directed concerning our duties in God I 
ſervice, by worldly events, but onely by thoſe hea- 
venly principles we have received; yet I ſhall 
hereafter make ſome hiſtorical relation of many 
remarkable pallages, perhaps more ſatisfaftory then 
may be well conceived, wherein have appeared 
Gods apparent judgements in theſe latter times; 
though, as I ſay, they,muſt not be taken for generall 
rulesz notwi ing they may ſerve for induce- 
ments 


ments to move peoples apprehenſions. For indubi- 
tably it is our duties without any curiofity whatſo- 
ever, as hath been already declared, to caſt our 


| ſelves wholy upon the will and pleaſure of Almigh- 


ty God, withanentire patience in expettation of 
what may happen unto us, ſince we have ſufficient 
principles given us to follow proceeding from di- 
vine authority ; but becauſe patience is not'onely a 
heavenly duty, but a morall yertue neceflary to be 
obſerved, I thall in thenext and laſt Chapter diſ- 
courſe a little of the nature and benefit of ſuch an 
excellent property appertaining to our humane 
condition, and then make an end of the firſt part of 
my book. 


ESL OALASAS AISLE ALES SS ISISAS, 


The y of this noble wertue which was pra- 
Giſed by our Saviour bimſelfe in a neſt perticu- 
lar manner during bis abode upon earth. 


$ this Heroicall vertue of Patience is little 
lefle neceflary then faith ro our con- 
dition., at leaft wiſe tobe uſed in ſome convenient 

meaſure and proportion ,/ for that humane frail 

cannot eaſily arrive to the higheſt perfe&ions of t 
nature 3 _—_ _—__ —_— by fern 
writings and teſtimony of holy Scripture, that our 
Saviour Jeſus Chriſt in a moſt exaQt way during his 
being in this world, did offer himſelfe as a divine 
pattern for example to taſtruct our endeavours con- 
cerning 
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cerning what we ought to doe in this particular ; for 
when it was his blelied pleaſure to joyn his eternall 
Divinity with the mortall ſubſtance of our fleſh and 
blood, be tooke upon him almoſt the lowelt of all 
conditions, as I may fay,being born of no other then 
of a ſimple Virgin ,* however extracted from the 
loyas of Kings, becaulſc it was determined that Da- 
vid his beloved ſervant ſhould have the honour of 
his birth; and this holy mayd was onely married 
toa poore Carpenter, that got his neceſiitous living 
meerly by the ——_— of his owne browes, though he 
might have choſen for his mother the greateſt 
Queen or Empreſle in the world 3 which certainly 
he did for ao other reaſon, but by this penurious 
condition to have occalion chereby the better toex- 
exciſe viſibly his own deſigned patience for our ex- 
ample and inſtruction. Neither did he deligne his 
miraculous birth to be in any other place then in a 
baſe and contemptible ſtable, not furniſhed with 
any kind of commodity, either tor himſelfe or com- 
pany. Again, if we reflect upon his many perfecu- 
tions, both under Hered, and by his unnaturall 
Countreymen, we ſhall finde that he underwent 
them with a molt fingular patience, both of minde 
and body; neverexpreſiing the leaſt paſſion in his 
words, notwithhanding all the injuries and affronts 
offercd unto him or ſhewed want of courage in 
enduring what vexations or tortures ſoever could 
be inflicted upon him; inſomuch as he ſuffered him- 
ſelfe tobe ſtroke, ſpit upon,and uſed with other un- 
paraleld indignities, by molt baſe and contemptible 
creatures; not onely without any manner of a_ 
tion, 


he 
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ſition, but ſcarce reproving them in what kinde of 
faſhion ſoever, either by word or action, untill bei 
with theſe and the like ſufferings b t to the 
laſt period of his miſeries to endure a molt cruel and 
| —— death upon the Croſle; he was ſo farre 
rom not expreſſing an entire and abſolute patience 
in his extreameſt agony, that inſtead of ſhewing 
forth any fignes 0 paſſion or perturbation , he 
took care for his mothers _ welfare, as : morall 
obligation belonging to his humanity ; he gave 
wx to the Thicke that was uctins with Fim, 
as an eflentiall property appertaining to his Divi- 
nity 3 and laſt of all, as evident teſtimonies of his 
admirable and heavenly charity , he moſt earneſtly 
= cd for thoſe barbarous enemies that ſo carneſt- 
id perſecute him at that very inſtant, as preten- 
ing in their behalfe to his Father, they did not 
ndeeſinnct what they did concerning his particu- 
ler. Ofthe other fide, if we caſt our thoughts upon 
thoſe inſtruftions he gave his Apoſtles and other 
followers, they were al waies either to perſwade hu- 
mility, or command patience, which are two ver- 
tues that cannot well be ſeparated. As for exam- 
ple, he bid them, when they were perſecuted in one 
City,to fly to another; without contention,although 
they had his heavenly Commiſſion for their better 
authority. Asalſo, in his frequent Sermons, for 
their particular inſtrutions and effectuall edifica- 
tions, he commanded them as an abſolute duty be- 
FOnging to their vocation, being his Diſciples, to 
ſufter thoſe that uſed violence to their perſons, not- 
withſtanding toexpreſle ſo much patience, that if 
t 
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they.did take away their: cloaks fron them ,' they 
ſhould permit them to bereave them alſo of their 
coates without reliſtance. In like manner he told 
them, that whoever ſhould injurioully give them a 
blow upon the ear, rather then return a requital m 
the ſame nature, after the cuſtom of the world, they 
muſt ofter the other part of their face, to be abuſed 
by their injuſtice. 'Tis true as T cannot affirm, we 
are obliged. to theſe ſtrict and ſevere rules of pati- 
ence inall ourations, eſpecially fince ſuch ſuffer- 
ng would probably incoura yranny in wicked 
d patient, yet certainly theſe very exatoples are 
ſufhcient demonſtrations, of God Almighties inten- 
tions in the general', concerning this necetlary ver- 
tue , to be; praftiſed upon all convenient occa- 
ſions , -in- our. ordinary conyerfation. .amonglt 
men , as well as to be put in pradtiſe in thoſe 
afflitions, which accidentally at any time ſhall 
be caſt upon our condition 3. and the rather for 
that it is evident, that the finnes and diſorders 
of the world, for the moſt part, proceed from 
a certain intemperancy or impatiency of nature, 
not ſufficiently rectified by Grace or wiſdame. 
As for the purpoſe; Pride 15 nothing but an over 
{welling humour of ſelf eſteem , not rerngd 
by Reaſon, onbounded by Charity z which cauſerÞ 
ſuch an unruly and paſſionate inflammation inthe 
ſoul, as we neither know rightly our own ſtate, or 
willingly would endure: what we ſhould. from ano- 
 ther.,,,, Alſo envy is a {paſſionate ang-eealcxolenc 
{pight againſt ourneig s proſperity 3 as fearug 
leſt it might prejudice an —— Revenge 
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isa bloody and impaticat paſhon , becauſe our na- 
ture is not paſhive enough in bearing of injuries ; 
Vainglory may be termed a hanatick indifcretion, 
proceeding from too much abundancy of ſelf-love. 
Diſobediency in like manner,a preſumpruous Pride 
that allowes us not ſufficient temper to be under 
ſubjetion, although it be never ſo neceſſary for our 
condition. Ingratitude, an unjuſt intemperancy 
that renders us unwilling to acknowledge an others 
vertues, in regard we doubt too much thereby to be 
difvalued our ſelves; orelſe tobe put to more re- 
—_ then ſeems convenient for our own intereſt. 
mbition a mad overflowing of the minde towards 
thoſe honours, that we conceive might give us luſtre 
and efteem in the eye of the world. touſneſs 
a certain raging defire without end, to be poſleſſors 
of we know not what; fince we neverenjoy the 
half of what we covet, when beſt obtained. Of 
the other fide, if weturn our confideration upon 
the ſenſuality of the body, we ſhall finde it general- 
tay proceed for want of fufficient temperance in 
the ſuffering part, as the other concerning the 
minde, proceeds from the defe@ of not being able 
competently to expect the event of _- to come; 
for when we drown our ſelves in a vaſt ſea of luxu- 
ry, agaitiſt Reafon, Religion, and morality, it is be- 
cauſe the conſideration of honour or vertuous a&i- 
ons, carries not our thoughts and reſolutions high 
ygh to contemn! ſuch poore and baſe pleaſures, 
that neither ſecure our condition or benefrt our per- 
ſons. As forexample, what is gluttony, but an in- 
ordinate ſtriving by the inſtin@ of narure, to ns 
wi 
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the ſenſes in cating and drinking > Luſt in the ame 
kinde an impatient itching after unlawful novel- 
ties, however conſiſting moſt in opinipn, for that 
oftentimes our deceived fancy, makes thoice of the 
far unworthier ſubje& , as TI have already inſtanced 
in a part of my Book. ain, Idleneſle is nothing 
elſe but a certain kinde of impatiency, proceeding 
from a loathneſle to enter upon ation and employ- 
ment. Sloth in like manner is buta heavy increaſe 
of the ſame humour, towards a more earthly peri- 
od, engendred by cuftome and continuance. In- 
conſtancy another palpable ctfect of impatiency, in 
_— it varies from one fancy toanother, witha 
reſtlefle longing to be yet ſatisfied in ſomething, 
that the ju nt cannot reach unto for want of 
temperance to conſider. 

For howeverl am not of the opinion of thoſe 
fantaſtical Philoſophers, that eſteemed pain little 
more then imagination, yet when I conſider the 
wonderful ſtrange lives of many holy people in 
the primitive times, I may eaſily be induced to be- 
ltieve, that a perfe& and abſolute patience being 

rocured, which can no otherwiſe be obtained then 
bo a religious morality , it will not be very difficult 
to run through the rough paſſages of this world, in 
a manner inn abſolute can and 


| tranquility: ef} 
cially when I reflef upon the ations jo Hon 
thens, who onely out of the ſpirit of vain-glory, 
formed in outings view foto a con _ 
ir paſſions , | that a carCletle of Ii 
or death; honowe rt þ _ X nking, or aty 
other carthly pleaſore us 49 oever.' How- 
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everl will leave theſe reports to the uncertainty of 
Hiſtory, or at leaſtwiſe Ch they might proceed 
from enchantments of pride and the devils clufions; 
ſince we know their Religion could not procure 
ſimply ſuch effects, not-being juſtified either by di- 
vine Revelation or allured principles. Wherefore, 
for a concluſion, I ſhall make ſome brief mention of 
a few admirable people in thoſe times, whofe cou- 
rages never failed in adverlity,orany vain-glory laid 
the leaſt hold of their aftions in ſuffering : To 
which purpoſe, we may begin with the conliderati- 
on of Paul the Hermite, that lived almoſt a hundred 
yeers without ſeeing or converſling with any hu- 
mane perſon, in an obſcure Cave incompaſlled with 
Rocks and Mountains, his employment Fein Pray- 
ers, his recreation Meditation , and his pratife falt- 
ing. ain, we may call to mind the wonderful 
and admirable auſterities of Simeon Stilitto, that li- 
ved in a ſmall piller of ſtone many Cubits from the 
ground, for thirty ſeven yeers together, ſcarcein all 
that time repoſing his body,according to the cuſtom, 
of other people; inſomuch as it is written, that mul- 
titudes of om from the natural cor- 
ruption of the place, bred and ingendred under his 
feet, for want of motion and agitation; and yet his 
bumility notwithſtanding was ſo great, that when 
he was commanded to deſcend, by the Biſhop of 
Antioch to try his obedience, without any manner of 
delay, he yeclded himſelf ready to pertorm the in- 
unfion 3 asit were adding the yertue of ſubjecting 
.his own. will to that of patience, whichhe lo exat- 


ly. pratiſed, .. We read that My of, Egypt, conti- 
s | nued 
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nued in the wild Defarts of Syria for ſeven and 
twenty yeers, without any clothing at all , orother 
ſuſtenance, then what ſhe could ome from..the: 
Sands and Rocks of that extraordinary ſolitude, 
where perchance ſhe found now and then ſome 
green herbs for her neceſlary food. - Laſt of all, if 
we reflect upon the horrid torments, which Lawrence 
the Deacon endured under Deciws the Emperour, we 
ſhall inde matter enough to contemplate with ad- 
miration, both his patience and courage 3 for whilſt 
his body in the night time, for the greater terrour to 
- his youth, was laid upon an Iron Gridiron, overs 
hot and ſcorching fire , he cryed out to the Tyrant, 
being more then half dead, that now he was roſted- 
ſufficiently of ane fide, he might if he pleaſed alſo. 
turn the other to participate in like manner of his | 
cruelty; which words gained ſo abſolute a yictory' -v 
over all his perſecutors,that theEmperour confoun=- ; 
ded both with ſhame and amazement, quitted the. | 
place of his execution. All, which I may boldly 
affirm , were no; other then wonderful effefts of a. 
conſtant and couragious patience. Since of the o-- 
ther ſide, many eſteemed gallant: perſons of this 
world failing in this vertue, have diſgraced their laſt 
ends by apparanrt dejetion of their fouls. Asfor 
exam ple, Philetzs, who was famed. in Alexanders Ay» 
my for one of his prime Commanders, that follow- 
his fortune and ſucceſle; yet being by accident: 
brought upon the torture, notwith(tanding his-1n« 
temperate vainglory,had made him promiſe to-him+ 
ſelf, and pretend to others, that his courage main= 
rained the Kings greatneſle in moſt of his conquitity, 
ana. 
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and victories in Aſa, he was brought to ſucha low- 
nefle of Spirit, by the violence of torments, that he 
not onely revealed his own intentions, but accufed 
his old Father, to be releaſed of his puniſhment, for 
want of fortitude and patience in his ſufferings; in 
ſomnuch,as Alexander himſelf being concealedly pre- 
ſent at his Tryal, delivered this opinion of his car- 
riage, thathe wondred how ſuch a man had fo 
much boldneſle to attempt his life, that had nota 
heart great enough to expreſle more courage at his 
own death. Nere, A = had a _ infla- 
med with impatie ide and vain=glory 3 joyn- 
ed alſo Side i of an —_ A [ 
Ren; cms raiſed his ſoul toan cminen- 
an nimi et when the Se- 
ms of Rene Rome by mniſog ef his _—_ wickednetle, and 
his ies ailing power, had deſigned him a 
land ignominious execution , could 
not oy any perſwafion be brought to Rill himſelf to 
void that diſgraceful fare , until oge of his follow- 
ersand intimate friends, ſhewed him the by 
—_—— his own perſon before his face; 
which ſhewes that intemperate proſperity is rather 
an impediment to fame and tion, then a mild 
and quiet patience; that for the moſt part enableth 
people to fuffer any thing can well be inflicted upon 
their condition, when cither their _— or ho- 
noar ob h — a combate. = ſo — 
Byron of Frence, being not onely one of rhe t 
vourites to Harry the fourth , by reafon of his! fup- 
poſed courage, buteſteemed of an extraordinary 
paſhonate' valonr in the wars ; yet after his accufa- 
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tion, when he was brought upon the Scaffold rodie 
by the hands of the common Executioner, he ex« 
- preſt ſo much unwillingneſle to leave his ite, by a 
wild and prepoſterous rage, that the Hang-man was 
conſtrained to perform his office when he leaſt 
thought of the bulineſle, onely to avoid a greater 
indignity tobe done to his perſon' in the laſk end; 
whereas1f he had puton amild temperance in his 
ſuffering, he would not onely {2r< have better 
ſecured his future condition , but in a far higher na- 
ture have preſerved his honour and reputation. 
Laſt of all, we have an — of this kinde, in the 
death and ſuffering of a noble man of our Country: 
who in his life was paſſionately vain-glorious and 
ative beyond meaſure, yet at his execution he ap- 


red fo paſſively fearful,that he ſcemed more then - 


dead, before the executioners ſtroke arrived at 

his neck. All which I ay, maybe brought for te- 
ftimonies, againſt thoſe diſpoſitions that neither re- 
folveor Prathiſe patience, fecing that noble proper- 
ty for the molt part renders men abſolutely vidori- 
ous in moſt things of this world; forwho- can file 
themſelves Mafters in this beneficial 'md heavenly 
yertue, ſhall ſmile at Tyranny , op 
ſuppreſle paſſions, contemn aceidenes, purchaſe 
friends, perſwade enemies, Jive contentedly, and 
dic ha Y And in ttuth'may be faid/ to kave 
madea wife and generous preparation , againft all 
diſaſters whatſoever, whicheither the devil or the 
wortd can raiſe againſt onr humane condition; for 
however it be true , that the ſenfnalities of nature 
cannot cafily be oyercome, —_—_— —— 
race, 
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' Glace, yet fipce the very: ry-heathens, 197d ancerly by the- 
inſdinct : aw provation honour, have in.many con- 
flicts obtained wonderful yiftories/ by: their-conſtant 
_ _ reſohitions, - it:cannot be but 1 ſhame 

us Chriſtians, not to be able by c_ 
xr -6f £ heavenly Gr e ( which ccertainl 


= compatle by _—_ ioug endeavours 1 _ 
to beat: downy/ proce; both in our 
ren How arid Letonettboſe V ons that de- 


es all reputation _ nelle. Since in 


mar I -hichbeingeonderey. and. pur, in 
., noble reſalytion, ramp 
| patience dailyzoencreafe in 
carnaturesand fr ewe , ; that wiltealily gain, 
fignal victory over all obſtacles and difficulties, 
Tender us not--onely tempgrate in rrp get et bur 
invincible: in {affering, m6 opinion, 
"that as want bf paticnce is a Je 
iſo was there never yet an excellent beeney of cone in 
the world, but that = was endued with'a great Spi- 
wit ——_ for whoſoever is altogephertaxeleſle 
ts of honour and reputation, for my 
ſhall have no extraordinary. confidence either 
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of his devotion or Religion. In concluſion, a noble” 


patience in to be eſteemed exceedingly; torby it 
we do not onely affront every adverfity, but by the 
diſcreet praftice of that excellent vertue, we make 
our ſelves more capable upon all occations of pro- 
ſperity, fince we are not apt at any time to fall bo 
that temper and underſtanding that ſhould both 
warrant and inſtru us in our molt beneficial affairs, 
either belonging to this life or to eternity. Which 
certainly isno way ſo well to be Sarrinnng, as by a 
conſtant and reſolved activity ;z for however pati- 
ence may ſeem onely a pafhive nine , In regard it 
belongs moſt to ſuffering, yet if the 1magination be 
too much ſetled for want of induſtry and imploy- 
ment, probably it will ingender thoſe thoughts and 
defires that taſt moſt of natural ſenſuality, and ſo 
by conſequence draw people to a kinde of a bodi- 
ly indulgency, which of neceſſity either deſtroyes 
or leflens the magnanimity of the ſoul, and by chat 
means cannot but procure an impatiency , and irk- 
ſomeneſie inall accidental ſufferings whatſoever, 
But here perhaps it may be thought roo hard a con- 
dition impoſed upon humane nature to be to ſuffer, 
whereas God Almighty out of his infinite mercy, 
might have created man in in ſuch a ſtate, ashe 
ſhould have had noneed at all of the uſe of pati- 
ences unto which I ſhall onely ſay, thar as it doth 
not ſtand with Gods heavenly juſtice, that any crea- 
ture ſhould eyjoy that pert: ha pinefſe belonging 
to the bleflect," without having firſt given ſome reſt} 
moeny of endeavour in this world; Soof the other 
fide, thongh we had not injun&ions and commands 
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to this purpoſe, yer it is molt evident that a certain 
kind of Tryal belongs to all manner of creatures, 
before they can arrive at the uttermolt period of 
their deſigned happinelle. As for example, the 
blefied Angels were conſtrained to encounter with 
Lucifer and his adherents,ere they could be pertect- 
ly eſtabliſhed in a perpetual Throne of glory with 
tull ſecurity. Alſo Adam was placed m Paradiſe, 
© however 1n an innocent condition ) to contend 
with his paſſions and appetites before he was to 
have enjoyed Heaven , who fayling in this combat 
appointed him by the inſcrutable decrees of Al- 
mighty God, he determined to ſend his ſon into the 
world to expiate the offence by ſuftering alſo; And 
yet man again was ordered to new Trials in this 
pilgrimage of life, ere he could compaſle the accom- 
pliſhments of eternal reſt and quictneſle, conſtitu- 
red for his benefit and felicity. So that we may in- 
dubitably conclude, without a reſolved and pra- 
Aiſed patience, it is unpoſhible either to pleaſe God, 
oralmoſt to ſatisfiea mans ſelf. Foras long as we 
live in this habitation of miſery, we mult alwayes 
either ſuffer or expe&t. But being ſo prepared , we 
may without overmuch difficulty, undergo perlecu- 
tlons, long Prayers, ſharp Faſtings continual watch- 
ings, with the loſle of what proſperity {oever upon 
earth ; ſince it is onely our natural impatiency, that 
makes all auſterities and afflictions be entertained 
wich "os —_—_— —— our ima ns in oa 
as T have ſai re) they c icfty , 
not totally ar 6 For as the apprehenſion.of 
hogour,is no other, well conſidered, an indul- 
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gency, created in our natures for want of judge- 


ment ; and ſo conſequently we cannot without 
perturbation in our mindes, bear the deprivation 
thereof, ſomay we be confident, that all pain and 
ſuffering whatſoever, is much abated by a conſtant 
reſolution of patience, beſides the benefit it affords 
us in rudicioutly confidering wayes, either for the 
fhort continuance of our misfortunes, in temporal 
things, or the happy uſe = be made of our afflicti- 
ons in ſpiritual matters. hich patience in fine, I 
call a diſcreet and noble fortitude, either in expe- 
cting or ſuſtaining. 


